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November 17,2017

Federal Election Commission

Office of Complaints Examination and Legal Administration
ATTN: Kathryn Ross, Paralegal

999 E Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20436

RE: MUR NO. 7272

Dear Commissioners:

.1 am writing on behalf of Congressman Steve Chabot and Chabot for Congress as its Treasurer (referred

to collectively as “we”) in response to MUR NO. 7272.

We have the unenviable, if not impossible, task of proving not only a negative, but also proving a
negative about which no actual information or evidence has been produced by the complainant, J.
Whitfield Larrabee. Despite the lack of evidence provided in Mr. Larrabee’s complaint (the
“Complaint”), we have been able to uncover, contrary to Mr. Larrabee’s allegations, that
the contribution to Chabot for Congress in question was made at a time during which the
contributor (Edward Kutler) did not represent Ukrainian interests. As detailed below, this
evidence vitiates the entire Complaint as it relates to Congressman Steve Chabot and his
campaign, Chabot for Congress. :

In MUR NO. 7272, Mr. Larrabee charges 24 different parties for their involvement in a vaguely-defined
international conspiracy to “corrupt[] the 2014 primary and general elections, the deliberations of the
United States Senate and the deliberations of the United States House of Representatives.” As evidence
of this conspiracy, Mr. Larrabee cites fees received by numerous registered lobbyists from several
Ukrainian interests, including (asit pertains to this response) the European Centre For a Modern Ukraine
(“ECFMU").

Mr. Larrabee did not name Congressman Chabot nor his campaign as a party to the Complaint, nor did he
provide any evidence that either were a party to this alleged conspiracy. Instead, he provided one fact
(the existence of a $500 political contribution) that he suggests alone justifies further investigation.

1 See MUR NO. 7272, paragraph 1.
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The following is the entirety of the reference to Congressman Chabot and his campaign in Mr. Larrabee’s
complaint:

“Federal Election Commission records show the following contribution from Kutler to Steve

Chabot for Congress:
Contributor Name  Recipient State Employ;er Receipt Date Amount

Kutler, Edward Steve Chabot for Congress VA Mercury Instruments 07/16/2014 $500.00

“Steven Chabot is a Member of the House of Representatives from the 1* Congressional District
in Ohio who also served on the House Foreign Affairs Committee in 2013 and 2014. Itis likely
that this contribution was made in furtherance of the lobbyists’ scheme to contribute funds from
the Party of Regions and the ECFMU to federal candidates. Further investigation of Steven
Chabot’s and Steve Chabot for Congress’ involvement in this scheme is warranted.”?

Again, Mr. Larrabee provides no evidence of wrongdoing on the part of Congressman Chabot or his
campaign. And he doesn’t really make a claim, or levy a charge. He just suggests maybe this particular
contribution should be investigated.

Well, we have investigated the contribution, and here is what we’ve found. According to
FEC records, the $500 contribution referenced by Mr. Larrabee was made by Ed Kutler to
Chabot for Congress on July 16, 2014. However, based on filings made on April 28, 2017,
neither Ed Kutler nor his employer, Mercury Public Affairs, represented the European
Centre for a Modern Ukraine at the time the contribution was made. According to those
filings, Mercury and Kutler terminated their representation of ECFMU on May 8, 2014,
more than two months before Mr. Kutler contributed to Chabot for Congress.?

Mr. Larrabee knew, or should have known, this to be true before he filed the Complaint, as he references
Mercury’s filings on numerous occasions.! In at least two separate places on its Supplemental FARA for
the Six Month Period Ending 5/8/14 (and amendment), Mercury discloses that its representation of
ECFMU ended in May 2014.° ' '

But, that is not all that Mr. Larrabee knew from reading Mercury’s FARA filings. In those filings, which
cover periods ranging from April, 2012 until May 8, 2014, over 200 contributions made by Mercury
employees are listed. Additionally, nearly 50 contacts between Mercury employees or clients and
Members of Congress or their staffs or committee staffs are disclosed. And yet, not one of those more
than 250 separate disclosures mentions Congressman Steve Chabot or his campaign committee.

2 See MUR NO. 7272, paragraphs 53 and 54.

3 See Exhibit A: Mercury FARA Filings, April 28, 2017.

4 See MUR NO. 7272, paragraphs 26-30, 60-61.

5 See Exhibit A, specifically the May 8, 2014 Supplemental FARA, question 7 (page 3}, and question 11 {page 10).
6 See Exhibit A,
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Given the lack of evidence contained within the Complaint regarding Congressman Chabot and his
campaign, it would certainly appear as if Mr. Larrabee is also unaware of any evidence outside of these
filings directly implicating Congressman Chabot or his campaign.

If that is not enoiigh evidence that Mr. Larrabee’s reference to Congressman Chabot is baseless,
Congressman Chabot’s own words prove he was not a party to Mr. Larrabee’s alleged international
conspiracy. ' :

To the extent that the grand conspiracy alleged by Mr. Larrabee is comprehensible from the Complaint, it
appears it consisted, in Mr. Larrabee’s words, of efforts by several lobbyists and lobbying firms, led by
Paul J. Manafort, Jr., to provide campaign contributions to Members of Congress from foreign sources
related to the Ukrainian and Russian governments. These contributions were part of a scheme to “gain
positive press coverage of [former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych and other] Ukrainian
officials,” “water down or defeat a resolution (H. Res. 28) under consideration in the House condemning
the persecution of Yulia Tymeshenko, an opponent of Yanukovych in the 2010 Ukraine election,” and to
help “promote Russian interests in the former Soviet republics, to undermine anti-Russia opposition in the
United States, and to benefit the [Vladimir] Putin government.”’ ‘

While there is no earthly manner in which Congressman Chabot or his campaign can confirm or deny the
existence of the alleged conspiracy, other than to say that neither he nor his campaign participated in such
a conspiracy, nor do they have any knowledge or evidence to provide regarding such a scheme,
Congressman Chabot has made his position regarding Yanukovych, Putin and the Russian invasion of
Ukraine crystal clear. ’

Specifically, Congressman Chabot maintains a political blog on his campaign website, and we have
attached several entries that reference Ukraine, Putin and the Russian invasion of Crimea.?

On at least two separate occasions on his campaign blog alone, Congressman Chabot referred to Vladimir
Putin as a “thug.”® Additionally, in that same forum, he publicly advised President Trump to pressure
Putin to exit Crimea on at least two occasions.'?

He also dedicated an entire blog entry to the efforts of Putin to “bully” former Soviet republics and
repeatedly criticized Putin’s aggression towards those countries.!!

Regarding Mr. Yanukovych, Congressman Chabot referred to him as “particularly corrupt,” charged that
he “had his opponent [Yulia Tymeshenko] in the presidential election imprisoned on trumped-up
charges,” and that he ordered his “thugs” to “viciously attack[] and beat[] peaceful protestors.”'?

All of these blog entries are readily available on Congressman Chabot’s campaign page
(www.stevechabot.com), which is the fourth website that appears when “Steve Chabot” is googled.

7 See MUR NO. 7272, paragraphs 38, 40 and 43.

8 See Exhibit B: Chabot Campaign Blog Entries.

% See Exhibit B, specifically blogs dated 1/18/17 and 3/8/17.

10 see Exhibit B, specifically blogs dated 1/18/17 and 7/5/17.

11 see Exhibit B, specifically blogs dated 5/21/14, 7/23/14, 8/27/14, 9/24/14, 1/13/16, 4/20/17, and 8/17/16.
12 5ee Exhibit B, specifically blog dated 5/21/14.
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But, maybe Mr. Larrabee is simply unaware of how Google works. By simply “googling” his name (J.
Whitfield Larrabee), here is what we found.

In the past 18 months in addition to MUR NO. 7272, Mr. Larrabee has filed numerous complaints against
Republicans, including: an ethics complaint in Florida against then-candidate Donald Trump and Florida
Attoney General Pam Bondi (which was dismissed for lack of evidence); complaints with the IRS
against Trump and Paul Manafort; a request that a federal criminal investigation be launched against
Attorney General Jeff Sessions; and bar association complaints against Sessions, Manafort, and former
White House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus in Alabama, Connecticut and Wisconsin respectively.'?

On his Twitter feed (@jwlarrabee), Mr. Larrabee regularly rants against Republicans, particularly those in
the Trump Administration, and praises Democratic initiatives, such as Senator Bemnie Sanders’ Medicare
for All Plan and the “Resistance” movement. More significantly, he actively promotes the media
coverage of the many complaints he has filed. In fact, the more you read his Twitter account, the more it
appears that the primary purpose of Mr. Larrabee’s multitude of complaints is to gain earned media and
tarnish the targets, rather than actually expose any wrongdoing,'*

Along those same lines, in an August 22, 2016 Orlando Sentinel story about the Trump/Bondi ethics
complaint, Mr. Larrabee stated: “What I’m trying to do is prevent what I see as corrupt, unprincipled,
bigoted and ruthless individuals from gaining or holding onto political power.”!* In other words, he is
trying to influence elections.

And then, shortly after the election on November 9, 2016, Mr. Larrabee stated on Twitter: “Thanks to
Donald Trump, I’ll be getting much more active over the next four years. I feel a greater sense of purpose
... Our enemies are often our greatest friends. I’m going to be more motivated to act in light of Trump’s
election.” Then, he added: “Victory is often just around the corner from defeat.”’ -

So, we have a Massachusetts lawyer, whose time is his stock and trade and for which we can assume he is
compensated, spending a great deal of that valuable time attacking Republicans in an attempt to harm
them publicly and (as he states in his own words) “prevent” their election. Again, in his own words, his
motivation is partisan gain, and he is intensely focused on media coverage of his myriad of complaints.

From this evidence, it certainly appears as if Mr. Larrabee is engaged in electioneering activities, and

- those activities would appear to be designed to harm one party (the Republican National Committee)

while benefitting another (the Democratic National Committee). And yet, FEC records show no evidence
of payments to Mr. Larrabee, or in-kind contributions from Mr. Larrabee, for the legal services provided.

In fact, the only record that appears to involve Mr. Larrabee during this time period is a $100 contribution
made on August 8, 2016 from Mr. Larrabee to ActBlue, but earmarked for the Democratic Congressional

Campaign Commiittee (the “DCCC™). This is in addition to a direct contribution from Mr. Larrabee to the
DCCC on October 20, 2006."

13 gae Exhibit C: Other Larrabee Complaints Filed.

14 gee Exhibit D: J. Whitfield Larrabee Tweets.

15 see Exhibit C, specifically the Orlando Sentinel story dated 8/2/16.

16 see Exhibit D, specifically the tweets dated 11/9/16. )

17 see Exhibit E: J. Whitfield Larrabee’s Contributions to the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee,
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It is conceivable that Mr. Larrabee has been acting independently of the Democratic National Committee
and the DCCC. Conversely, the available evidence suggests it is equally conceivable that his efforts have
been coordinated with national Democrats. Please note that, unlike Mr. Larrabee, I am providing
evidence to support my claim.

The first piece of evidence to suggest possible coordination comes from the Complaint itself. In the
Complaint, Mr. Larrabee cites, without outside reference, the Democratic National Committee as the
source of information that legislation “opposed by Mercury” was “stalled in [Rep.] Rohrabacher’s
subcommittee” and that Rep. Rohrabacher spoke out against this legislation and in favor of Vladimir
Putin and the Ukrainian government.!® Becausse Mr. Larrabee provides no independent reference for this
information, we are left to assume that he received it directly from the Democratic National Committee.

While that may seem like a stretch at first, discovery of the parties that Mr. Larrabee elects to exclude
from his farcical crusade provides compelling evidence for coordination between Mr. Larrabee and
national Democrats.

In paragraph 58 of the Complaint, Mr. Larrabee alleges that contributions and meetings referenced in the
Complaint “were part of a larger effort by partners and employees of Mercury and the Podesta Group to
influence Members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee
with campaign contributions” (emphasis added).'”” And yet, Mr. Larrabee did not include the Podesta
Group as a party to the Complaint, nor does he provide evidence of any of their contributions. It begs the
question why he chose to'exclude the Podesta Group.

The most obvious reason is that the Podesta Group was founded and managed by Tony Podesta, brother
of Secretary Hillary Clinton’s 2016 campaign chairman, John Podesta. If, as it certainly appears from Mr.
Larrabee’s numerous complaints over the last year and a half, his goal is to tie President Trump’s
campaign to questionable practices, illustrating.similar ties and practices to Secretary Clinton’s campaign

-would significantly undermine the effectiveness of that effort.

Further, as might be expected, the activities of the Podesta Group were focused on Democrats. In the
FARA Registration Statement filed by the Podesta Group on April 12, 2017 in which the Podesta Group
belatedly disclosed its representation of ECFMU, there are nearly 200 congressional contacts listed in the
disclosed activities performed by the Podesta Group on behalf of ECFMU.?® However, in only 53
instances (of the nearly 200 contacts) did the Podesta Group reveal the name of the targeted representative
or senator, with roughly three-quarters of those targets being Democrats. The greatest focus was on
Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) and Senator Richard Durbin (D-IL) with nine contacts each and
Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) with six contacts.?'

Additionally, there are more than 50 contacts listed with the State Department, which was obviously run
by the Obama Administration during the period in question. One thing that stands out in the list of the
State Department contacts is a February 4, 2013 meeting with Jake Sullivan, who had been up until three
days prior to that meeting Secretary Clinton’s Deputy Chief of Staff (she had resigned effective February

" 185ee MUR NO. 7272, paragraph 41.

19 See MUR NO. 7272, paragraph 58.
2 gee Exhibit F: Podesta Group FARA Filings, April 12, 2017.
2 sae Exhibit F.
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1,2013).22 Mr. Sullivan would go on to work, along with John Podesta, on Secretary Clinton’s 2016
campaign, a fact most of us know, because Mr. Sullivan also became embroiled in Secretary Clinton’s
email scandal. '

Therefore, it is highly likely that Mr. Larrabee chose to exclude the Podesta Group from the parties to the
Complaint in order to spare Democrats at the highest levels, including the Democratic National
Committee and the DCCC, considerable embarrassment. But, by doing so, Mr. Larrabee left an entity out
that, by his own words and by numerous media reports, was involved in this alleged conspiracy at roughly
the same level as Mercury Public Affairs.}

While Mr. Larrabee’s exclusion of the Podesta Group is certainly enough to raise serious questions about
his motivations and his sources, what he chose to exclude from Mercury’s FARA filings is even more
suspicious.

As mentioned earlier, Mercury’s FARA filings detail more than 250 interactions with congressional
contacts, including contributions to then-Speaker John Boehner, current Speaker Paul Ryan, then-House
Majority Leader Eric Cantor, current House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy and Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell.* Of those more than 250 contacts, Mr. Larrabee cherrypicked only two
members of the House of Representatives, Reps. Ed Royce (R-CA) and Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA), to
include as parties to the Complaint. He then adds a reference to Congressman Chabot as well, even
though Congressman Chabot is not mentioned EVER in the FARA filings by either Mercury or the
Podesta Group. It begs the question why these three were selected, particularly since one of them,
Congressman Chabot, is not listed in the FARA filings at all.

Mr. Larrabee seems to suggest that the members are listed in the Complaint, because the lobbyists in
question “were engaged [on behalf of ECFMU] in lobbying related to matters before the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations and the House Foreign Affairs Committee.”?

This explanation, while plausible, is inadequate for at least two reasons. First, the vast majority of the
congressional interactions (including both meetings and contributions) disclosed by Mercury on behalf of
ECFMU had absolutely nothing to do with members of either foreign affairs committee.?® It is, therefore,
obvious that Mercury’s lobbying efforts extended far beyond the House Foreign Affairs Committee. In
fact, it appears as if members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee were not even the focus of
Mercury’s efforts on ECFMU’s behalf. And so, Mr. Larrabee’s decision to limit the Complaint to foreign
affairs committee members is myopic, at best.

Secondly, and most importantly, Mr. Larrabee’s justification wholly fails to explain the inclusion of
Congressman Chabot in the Complaint. While Congressman Chabot was indeed on the House Foreign
Affairs Committee in 2013 and 2014 (and still is), his absence from Mercury’s FARA filings makes it

clear that he was not a focus of their lobbying efforts. Again, Congressman Chabot is not listed
anywhere in Mercury’s disclosures of the work they performed for ECFMU - no meetings,

22 gee Exhibit F.

3 see Exhibit G: Media Coverage Regarding Mercury and the Podesta Group.
24 see Exhibit A.

3 See MUR NO. 7272, paragraph 2.

% See Exhibit A.
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no contributions, NOTHING. Therefore, it can be concluded that serving on the House Foreign
Affairs Committee is not the reason Congressman Chabot is mentioned in Mr. Larrabee’s complaint.

If that’s indeed the case, what else do Congressman Chabot and Reps. Royce and Rohrabacher have in
common?

Althoilgh there are likely several things, one particular commonality stands out, given the context of the
Complaint. Specifically, each of the three representatives (Chabot, Royce and Rohrabacher) are included
on the DCCC’s list of targeted races for the 2018 election cycle.?’

Given Mr. Larrabee’s history as a Democratic activist and his repéated financial support for the DCCC

. (as detailed above), this seems a more likely explanation for Mr. Larrabee’s selection of his targets,

particularly-since he went beyond the available evidence to include Congressman Chabot in a matter
which does not even pertain to him.

At the.end of the day, there is more evidence that Mr. Larabbee is nothing more than a political operative
acting in coordination with the Democratic National Committee and its affiliate, the DCCC, than there is

that Congressman Chabot’s campaign somehow participated in an alleged scheme to launder money from
pro-Putin Ukrainian groups.

Given the evidence provided herein which demonstrates beyond any reasonable doubt that
the contribution in question was not made at a time during which Edward Kutler
represented ECFMU, we respectfully request that MUR NO. 7272 be dismissed, at least as
it pertains to Congressman Steve Chabot and his campaign, Chabot for Congress.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Chabot for Congress

27 see Exhibit H: DCCC Targets Press Release.
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Exhibit A

Mercury FARA Filings, April 28, 2017
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[) Advertising campaigns E]Pnssnmes EIPamph!etsoroﬂmpubhemons [ Lectures or speecties
O Other fepecth) ..~ .
) BWebaiuURL(s) -

BSNNMIWMMUM&)
03 Other.fopeeify) _ . -
16. hmmwdswm&dmmnmdﬁdﬁgﬁefaﬂowmgmm T

-[&] Public officials & Clvhgtoupsoumcim

B Legislstors ' a leruies ,

) Newspapers o o Natlmlitymp

. Editors El Oﬁnw)

Begh - [ OteGpei)

10 mmw“-mwewmmmmummmwmdmm byngud‘miﬂn;'
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(e) Ang:ddbnnshallbeﬁledwhmapplhbb msubibh,fwwhichnopﬂmdfmmbpwﬂed.mm:nmof
mm«mmmmm;mmummmamw {(See Rule 201 (e)).
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the information-set forth hﬂsmmmdhmmmandﬂmhdsheh(ﬂlqm)ﬁmﬂnwmmm .

wmmmwmmmwmymandmmmthebmﬁﬂdhs(thsh)knowhdpmdbeheﬁumﬂmm

Statement(s), lfm.hnﬁrssﬂd\ﬁﬁbxmmnlsmwiﬂﬂﬂhimmdr)mmm

L mwms)mmnnm«mofmmmmmmmmrmmm
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Question 5 4 |
|Narie

llulden dence Address: .. " ¢ n

__'Partners & Officers List _ .

Kieran Mahoney .

4706 Rus Bordeaux, Lintz, FL 33558 .

. |Xirill Gonéherenko
{Adam Mendelson = |

285 Lafdyetia St. 6, New York, NY 10012

8380 Dover Dr., Granite Bay, CA95746 ...

'|3330 American River Dr., Sacramento, CA 95864 "

Tom Dohert

. Ml!:l'lael Md(eotl .

22 Patriot Crossing, Rockiway,,NJ 07866
134 ( Cln'.'le Dr. ,Manhasset. NJ 11030

. |USA;
_|usa

John Vincent Weber .

Max Sandiin

500 W. White wn'w AT sosms'

“|Partner

Partner

BEF

.. 1515 Park-Avenue, Wéstfield, N) 07080 ~ = .
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" us. unnmem of Jiistice T Snpplemental Statement
wmm DC 20330 o Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registraﬁon Aet o! '
S : » l938,au-ended .

Mﬂa)
1A nmns‘rmm o
1(.)Nmofke§i’shmt . (b)ReglstmionNo.
- Hé:cury?ublchﬁalm, I.I.CldbaMemnyIChrk&ch 6170
(c)BusIdenu(u)owa
701 8th Street NW, Suite 650
: wmmn.ncmm

2 mmm:wmmmmnmmwmmmmmemmmmw I

() 1fon fndividual: :
a Resxdmceulﬂms(el) Yesl:l No O
@) Citizenghip . - Yes O NoJ
9 Oocm- " YesQO No D

() ¥an orgaization: - _ .
(1) Name . - Yes O Nofm .
(2) Ownership o odiityol Yes [ Nof

- (3) Bianch nchoffices - Yes [#] No O i’
(6)* Boiplain fully all chinges; Hf any, indlcated in items (s) and (b) abivve.

chlstrmtopemdaneﬁlouloﬁoelnﬂamsbmg,i’k

YesE] : Nn- _
lfyu.lpvqyogﬁleﬁumdnﬁu@-@emm YesO- - N__OU
If no, pleage-attiich the required amendment. L

TRe & *.. mted ST -~ . 2us Copy of 7 ;
anganiztion. (AvdwdhnquhammﬁhnthwhWhpdmwmmquAmmmwSnlw
muswdmwmmmM) _

FORMNSD-Z
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ttﬂmwmmwnsuwm_d‘mm.} L
YO .  NoBl- : .
tfyn.mmmuowmi&hmon S
Name - Position Date Conpection Ended

“‘NoBl

Itya.fmmﬁwbnqwhglnﬁnmﬁog ________ R o

Nagg Residence Addpéss '+ Citizenship ““Posion  Date Alsumed

None : Tl o S s
—-——ﬁ—{ AN Y : e
s.(a)HuwwmnEMhM«b)::dmdmleuﬂmyhﬁudmofmmmduympmn S

. - Yes No B
memmmmum\cmmmm
None - _

(b)mcm*mmwngmothum:mmhhﬂsmphymummmm mpusonswhomdmd

m«mam&ﬁﬁﬂuw YuL'J No El """
ll.a"e - : ' -

(c)mwmympwwwwvmuwbhveldammwmnm,ummmdthdrmpbymor

" contigetioi with the registrast during this 6 modth repoiting period? YesO No
ltya.ﬁnhhﬂnfoﬂowhgmfomahm _

Name : Position or Conection ' " Date Termipated
Nore : ' '

mlpuldnﬂngthls‘mmhm:ﬁngmd? Yes U No &

ummmrqugwm:ufmm ,

Nainc Position or Connection Foreln?ﬂnclpal Déite Terminated
None po i '

6. Hnnshﬂfamwwbmﬂdbynﬂof&pmmedmlhmsﬂa)mdﬁ(b)ofmmmplmmm?
YesIJ No 3 .
If 9o, list nnmes of persons who have not filed the, required statesivéist.
None
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Foraml'rhcmd o . Dawof Termipation
ammmw-umﬁwmmmwmmsmmww " YesO N
ygﬁnlshthfollowingmfomaﬂon. o . _ Lo T

Ninio i Addres of Forelga Pensipais). © DaeAcquird

-

repomnswﬂod

 Eurapean Centre.For a Modém Ukra!ne
m(a)mymmeg_mmmmumwmmpmdpu(s).ifmy,wmmn T
Exhibit A* Yes O No I
Ewhibit B¢ L. iyesO N O
Ifno, plmomehtheleqnlndcxhib!t.
(b)aneﬁmbmmdmgsh&eﬂxﬂbiuAmdBpmmmlyMedfmwfmmpmwmeym
upmemeddwingthimxmmhpmod? ' Yes(O . ~ NofE
If yes, have ydi | filed en amendment to these exhibiits? Yes O N O

1 no, pl_emmehthcm_quiudmdmﬂ_

.2 Tbmwm mum»mwum l(b)ofﬁeMvaﬂn!

‘superyised, directid, controtiod, finsnoed, or stbsidized in whole or in mujor part by a foreign govetnimint, 'ﬁllb\pﬁm e nnm e fhplnﬁum

..... n “'““’- indirestly
(See Rule 100(s)(9). AmeWanpwnmuumhhMuu:&aumwmmhmn
3 nos eatitied to claim exewption imder Seétion 3 of the Act. - (Sew Rule 208.) _

3 mmmm-auummaummmmﬁbwmﬁm

4 mm&mavammumummhmwmmmwwm
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1. 'bﬁhmmmm&ﬁgmunmﬁéﬁaahmmm«mmmmwm;pm
medlnlwns'l s.or9ofﬂ|issm|mt? U Ye@® - oweD
1fmummmmmplmmmehmum1mmmmm

Yo ® NoD _
nyu.immmmmwmdmhmnmmmmnwm Mmﬂng.nmongmm

the-relations, ifiterests and poligies sought fo be i __mudmﬂiéhmmplqdmuhknmm If the registrint
mmummmm«mmmwummemmubmpm«anw, '
muofspaﬁasmdmbjenmm .

miais—

13, hm»mmwmru%mmwmmwmywmmwmw bmeﬁtsyour
No

foréign principal{s)y  Yes B3
Ifyes, doscribe fully.

s 'HWGMV -mhml(o)“hmmwmhhmMhmmcuhmmmhwWiﬂmm
egeacy ox offishal of the Govesmmest of the Usited Stated or any section of th&'publis within tha Uniiod Stages with reference to formulating. edoping 0 ehiinging the doapestin

umphbdhmhpnmm»pﬂMunﬂbhmenmwnmd © Fommign OO ar & Graeien meditont -+
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mmydﬁunmpnmlmorodmwke? \’sl T Ne 3
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. n‘y'e?e.'sizm mwmmmmmmwmmwmwmmmmW‘

attachment.
| $360000
C 5 Yol

(b) RECEIPTS- FUNDMSINGCAMPA!GN |
Duﬂnsﬁbsmmmod.hmyonmdwd.nmoﬁﬁndmsﬁumm mmoneyonbehalfofw
foreiign principal famed in Items 7, 8, or 9 of this statement? Yes O Nof -

lfyes.meyonﬁumammn'mmwm Yes D NeO

Ifyes.mdmthcdmm Exhlbubwuﬂlpd. Dats

© RECE!P’IS-'I‘!IINGS OF VALUE

. Yes D .' No B
I yes, Surnish the folld¥ing informtion:
Fotelga Principal  Dage Recsived Thirig of Value Purpose

Al

qv Amga?&?mﬁﬁnﬂhm«mumhmu.bm.mmam_mdvmﬁnﬁupwhdﬂnmdnm
8 AnBxkibitD, ﬁrmﬂumlhmhpw“mﬁ:ﬁumofmnﬂ“umﬂduumﬂdummmmmuhlMul

9 m«mmu-umuﬂmumwhmmmmwmMWmm

'HM and the Hke
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IS( msnunsmms-moum T e e
v mm‘mmmmyou - :
1)) meﬂdmhmﬁmwﬂhmﬁvﬁmhﬂoﬁwhﬂppﬂmﬂmﬁhhm? 8, or
9 of this statement? Yesl . No O

(2) trmmlmdmomutoanysuchfauppmcipal? Yesl:l Nol

Uye&sﬂfmﬁhlowh&emhddeﬂlmdamdyﬁrmfonlgnp:hchulmueeoumofmhmmes,imhdhg
mmutﬁw.mudﬁmp

. Date S ToWhgm Pupm ’ Amount -

Pleasesee
attachment.

$33,95426

Total
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(b) msnmssmm'mmcs orv.u.ur. foon
.Dlmﬂdsﬁmmmmpaﬂod.hnywdumofmthinsofvn)u“oﬁuﬂmmoneyhfmﬁmeeofum
me&mlwdewWMﬂumdmlhm? 8, u9ot‘thum:mt?

‘Yes O No @
lfyeﬁmammnomwg e R .
Recplgm ~ ©  PowigaPrincipy - ThigofVaie . Pupose

{©) III'URSEMEN'IS-POLH'!CALOONMUHONS
Dmingthtssmmhmﬁingpahd.hveyouﬁummmﬁmdlmdmyommbehﬂfekhudmawuwm

. dthes person, made any contributions of moncy: or. other things of valus'! In‘conriccion with an elégtion 10 any political -

. ..offie, or in connection with any primary clestion, mymﬂmmmmhddwuleamdmmpoﬂwﬂomm

_ Yes B} No [
ummmmmm _ E -
Date " Kmount ot THiig of Valis Political Orgasization or Céindidats * " Location of Event
Please see . :
. attachment.
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. YsB 7 NoD : .
. If Yes, go toTtem 17, : :
(b) lfyou lnsweudDNotohem létar)f’doyoudssunmw material in eomeotion with yowreglsyallon?
N ) Yes . -*No .
' uvmpmmmmmummmummmmmwmmummm

ﬁmwwmﬂlﬁummuhgmdmmhﬁmww o Ye,sﬁ ' No
ummmummmmmmmuaMmfammmfm

mﬁa’hklnduhlhemofmofﬁehﬂowlng: o T T e
UR:dioorTmedcam OJ Magazine or newspaper DMononpxmﬁlnu [ Letters or telegrams
DAdvuﬁdp;mp,qi;m Ihusrelm DPamphlmwo&upubjmans Dl-.eouuuorspeechu
[J Other (specify) _ : N . .
Elegtronle Communieations

(3 Webiite URL(s) -
Dsmmmmumm

ﬁefoﬂmvsm

@ Publjc officlals ' lNewsmen _ ' O'Librarics
@ Legtiiaiors. . BEdn . E)Educationsl fnstitions
B Government egencies &) Civis groups or assoclitiins 0 Nationality groups -
O3 Other (specit)__

2l.. Whnlmmwmdhmeﬁfcmmmm
l!‘nslhh - ' ﬂOﬂm(mcw) I

55 "5 750 136 wilh s Regiation Unl, US, Depiriment of Jostiee 8 Sopy of e 5w o "mmmam
MmuucmwhbedmnhmddnﬁngﬁBGmmthmﬁngpdoﬂ YsO NoEl

. Mymmuﬁm»fmwmmumﬁmmwmm)ofumv

YsO o Ne@m oo D
" mmwmmm mmmm«uwhwumummmumwmdmm
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Mmm:)mmm_shm«mmdmemmpimmmdlanShonFom&emm
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" Through Octiobér 31,2012

Quistion 11

Macm-ypmwdedUS govezmmmaﬂhnandpubhcrehtmsworktotheECFMUtoadvume |

usgoalsofgreatarpolﬂm!andeeommwahgnmntbatweenumandtheWen Mescury -

communmdmd membet of
g "_'_',,_mmhmmﬁ s WmdMM@vmm

_._Questnon i2 S
NOTE: msisareuoaenwﬁlmgdaungbackmowthnﬂnwymandwmoﬂhehdivsdmk

who workedontheenygemgntmnolongeremployedbythemgum Nevertheless, .
Mercury has undertaken reasonable due diligence, inicluding a thorough revisw ofltsemtmé

-records.tommummabgofwmmwmaspossibuwthebestofnsmlhcuon

and knowledse.
LogofComnnmlcanons with U. 8. Govemment andNGOr

.s‘_ns/zo:z
6220012 | Vo W  MéSherry met with Mstt Rirmicias, e 0%
6/25/2012 VmWeummnmmmw!x_b,Eqﬁgw IR

6/25&012

9/11/2012 | Mykhaylo Ghendovilyy it with Susaa, mnm,

| 712s0i2 | &
1 7n2noiz

_ 9772012 | Vin Weber
. 1042012 |
. 10472012 |

10/5/2012
101272002 |

101272012 |

{ ior12z2012
{ 1071222012 |,

1071272012’ .
| 10/12/2012 | Bd Kuthé

gt
{10/16/2012 |




S 2t S S

[ioneaonz
[L0/16/2012 |
10/18/2012 |,
" |1018/20i2 ) \ R
1MmmLMgﬂggmggmmmmmwm@mwmwu T
|10722/2012. rry emailed Sticie Oliver, Sén. Corker'soffice.. . ...
'uu:._j; amuMMffanmmmm,"'_

‘| 102302012 A ] ‘aind WL

!Mmmmn

HotAir.com o
American Spectator
All Voicés. -
- Family Security Mattets
- 'Wall Street Journal, editorial department
Right Wing News
Hiuman Events
 Washington Tintes
" Daily Caller
Red State :
NPR
The Conservaitory
Reason Magazine
Irish times .
mMmﬂmu
Thic Econdmist
Associated Press
New York Times
Whmmmhm .
Wall Street Jotrnal ' ’
Reyters - - -
CNN

ot ——— — e e = st s 21 e e
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; ﬁloolnberg

Times of London -
Dmly Telegraph

" Forbes - .
Christian Science Monitor K

Weekly ! Slandard
National Rev:ew
Nationa] Jojifnal

UnitedLiberty. org
RealClearWorld.com

. PnblmsFonnn

Time °

1010/12  ECFMU -

Question 15(s)

Date To Whom '

AprivMiy 2012  N/A
July 2012 - NA

Angist 2012 * Red Chalk Studios
- October 2012  Jonathan Henke -
"October 2012 -~ N/A '

-Fee

" Fee
Fee

\
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$90,000

. $90,000
- '$90,000

$90,000

Purposs .Athounmt
Meiciry trivel & meals  :$2,066.14

Mercury travel & ieals ~ $891.12
Giaphic.design - $720

Merciry travel & meals -~ $277

B it
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o Wer eenr e ._.....,-'.._

o N, Ve

uf Intemallo-nland )
di!me!ﬂc etectlun .-
uhServers setto mun!tur

vote asting and counting in addition
.to webcams mtaued'at !AOOO palling”
statluns euumng anyouwlth N

. lnten;at mnmﬂommtch the
eledums in real'.lune! T
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3 Ilkrame will contmue their commltment to gengine, demntratce electural pracesses:in line wnth

European standards in grdet tn jum the European Unidn. Recent!y after achieving consensus on

The European Centre fora Modern Uisaine (ECFMU) has actively supported recent reforms that
\mll help to ensure that october s elections are free farr and transparent.

LA

J-A‘Jl PEYY el

A u@muﬁfs u};w‘

Emuu__wmu p *"’“3

eSee— ' Bl ﬁ Compliance with' m'm“ml
ElectonlStaMafds

« Recent reforms
require half the
members of
elected directly by
canstituents in
defined gedgraphic
districts.

=r > Adopted hy Ukraine’s Partlament on Hovember 17, 2011

B 'Suppurieu'bpll'%uf mettbers

i NEW PARLIAMENT ELECTION POLICIES =

450 'I'OTAL MEHBERS
_Elected by mixed electoral system
F
.-::::.E:.' @

o S
:55.‘:.'.’!.'.‘.’ s
w 225
MEMBERS HEHBERS

(from m}y faction)

= Includes major requirements of ruling party and opposition
w nnfted with the help of Venice Commissignand the OSCE

o The remaining 225 )
seats are fillad by the -
European party-list
system whereby seats
are allocated toeach
party in proportionta

_ the number of votes
the party receives in
fation-wide voting,

' SSO_f Wtu to be: -admitted
" 1 to parliament {up from 3%-).

) lmre politiéal blocs.

Vote agamst all" is

. oo loger a choice on
.the ballet.
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© (oteny
o | . 1-REGISTRANT .
© L (ONemeofRegiimmt - . (b) Réglsration No,
Memuyl’ubllcmahs. LLC#dba Mercuni/Clark & Web 6170 '
(c)BuMAMa)ofReglm :
701 Bth Street NW, Suite 650
‘Washington,0C 20001 -

2. Huﬁmheoadmgeinthemfmnﬂmpuﬂouslyﬁmﬂwdhmuﬁonmﬂmnbﬁ

() Ifan indjvidal: .
(1) Residence address(és) \’u c ) No CI
(2) Citizenship ' Yes O No[J
(3) Occupation ' Ys - NoO’
(o) Ifas Grguhization: ' _ )
. (1) Name : Yes [J No )
(2)0wnmhiporeonuol : Yes O Nof@®] -
(3) Braiieh offices - Yei[®] “NeD

(¢} Expliin folly oll chianges; if any, indicated in ftems () siid (b) sbove.
Reglstrant closd a local office In'St. Louls, MO

¥ THE REGISTRANT 1S AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO [TEMS 3,4, AND &%), -
3. lfyonhmpeviouslyﬁledwbkc‘ mmmcmwmmmmsmwnm
. YD  NoB-
nmmmﬂummmmmmmmcz Yes O No OO
If no, please attach the required ainendment. -

m preh dmwm»mnwcmhmarmm mwummmmw
Divisioa, U1S. Departtiant of Jurtie, Washingtim, DC 20830, = . Sty

EORMNSD-2
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el . %8 S o
If yes, furnish the following information: S Sl

Nae =~ = . Position Date Connection Ended
None . _ . " SRR

(b)mwmpmamm:s.%mmdumorsmmmmd:mgthisémonﬂmpo:ﬁngpewd?
o ]
lfyes,ﬁnwhlhafollowhghfmmnlm S SR I _
Name. : ) RssidmuMduss Citlzefiship . Position Date Assuined
None - . ' A

s, (l)lluwpmnl&lwd‘lnlmm)l;nmmwmﬁmmwamwdwmw
Yes No (%]

None S

aymmmmmmmmmmmmmammmm any persons who réndered
wwmmdwmmwmmd‘mhmeeofqulmmdwmmdﬂ(s)hmmuadmwa
mhl.orlnanlmdorsmﬂnw YesCI “No .

(e)Hlvemymlwmwmmmmmdnmmbmmmmmmmmdrnﬂma
coiivicction with the registrant during this 6 month réporting period? YesD Nold =
I yes, fuimish the following infismation:
Name - ) Posnmorconnmon Date Terminated

(d)anemyemploymormdlvidmh.whohlveﬂlednshonmmumlonmmmmﬁdrcmon w:ghaqyﬂmngn
-pﬂmduiu;msmmﬁngw YesEJ No @ - _

Ifyes, fumnish tbe following infommm .
Name . Positjon or Conneition Foreiga Principal Date Termiriated
‘None o ek

§: Hmdmnmwmnmmmmummmmmimss(a)ms(b)ommwmw
Yes O No[J -
If o, list names of persogs who havé tot filed the required statenent:
Nore
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| u- FOREIGN PRlNClPAL _ .
_ 7; Mymmmmmmmmmsmmm7 Yesﬂ No &
.. Ifyes, ﬁnnishthefdlowingmfémmm _
Fueign?nndpal L S Dmd"rmnim,t!on:
8. aneyonnqmnduyuwfmlmwiuipﬂ """" (s)’dﬂﬂnsﬂmsmm """" peﬂod? T Ya NB
Ifyes, fiimish th following iiformation:' R _ S
Neme and Address of Foreign Principal(s) - - . DateAcguired

9. lnaddlﬂontoﬂxosemedlnmﬁs'lnd& Haw,lmmnimpﬂndpd(s)’whmyoummdbmmtmmeém
feporting period.

ampa'nCentreForaMnaemUhalne .

lo (a)Hawywmedudlibns&rﬁuuwtymdudfommpﬁnclpd(n),lfmy.hmﬂnlms?
Exlifbit A Yes O No O '

ExhibitB* . YsO  NoQ
lfm,mmupmwm

wmmmmwnod? . Yel_'_l No @
lfyes.hveyouﬂledmmemmmthmddlibhs? Yes D No )

If no, please attech the required amendment.’

2 mmWWﬁ'hﬁhﬁMwaﬁdh&M l@)dhm-:h&ﬂdmm dMuﬂvﬁumM Findinectly
supesvived, direéted, mmm“nWhmhuinmmuammwpﬂ::lm foreign diganization or gﬂphﬁm
(Sumgelmm) Awmmmmmﬁwmumeaomumwuﬁhwumwmmmmm
hmdﬁbmmmmmsdmm (Seo Rulo 308}

3 ThoBxhibit A, mnmummnmummmqwnuwmmm

4 'thMB,MhMmFmNMwMWMmMWUMMhWNM
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lll'-.A__"-' ..... S
1. Dudngﬂ:lsﬁmnﬂnepmﬁngpaﬂod,hmyoueﬁs‘iﬁédinwmlﬂmm&mdmdwmmmwmmpﬂncmﬂ
naiiipd in Fems 78, of 9 of thisstatgment? . Yes @ 1 ‘NoO
Ifys.ldmﬁ&aﬁﬁnlmmpﬂmddeﬁhhﬂldeﬂﬂyvrmﬂﬂsudm

Please see gttachment.

{mofapulmmmjeamm
Please:see sttachment. '

13. InaddiﬂonmthnbwcdswibedmmHw,hwywuyydmwwmywmmfwmmhym
fomylprimpal(s)? Yes O Nofg -

Kyes, describe filly.

$ "Rolitical ectivity,” nmrbsml(o)mlnmmqmuumumMMWLuMumMnhqwiMm
mamaduw«mwm«qmummmmwmmmmnmmmwwmm
ummmW&uumMumummmuMdnmu-mm-m.ﬁ.-_....n_- .

ot s St e o e o g = 1 e =
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IV l'lNANCIAI.. INFORMATION

oo .. :

14,.,.(&) mcms-uoms ' o
Duingthissmon&npoxdngpdod.hweyqﬂwM'ﬁymwwminlm'l 8, or9 of this
mmmuﬁmmo&mbrmhmhmamsuchfoteagnmnpa!.myeonm‘bmons.inemeor

moneymhuaso-pmnﬂonwmm Yes ] _ NoD

Dite . l'rqulidtil_ _ Pulpose S ‘Amownt
Pleasesee - : ‘ o : )
$417.967.05
—

(b RECEIPTS - FUNDRAISING cmucn - ' ' -
Dmhsmsmmmmmmu"mohmsmm.myluomyonbehulfofmy
:fomppﬂndpnlnunedhmmnlowofﬂnsmw : Yes [ NoI o :

lfyes.hlvaymﬂhdmﬁxh!bhb'wymnglmnﬂon? vsO:  wQ

lfys.mdlmethedmﬂu!ﬂdbltbwuﬁld Date

() RECEIP'IS-TIIINGS OFVALUE
Duingthkﬁmonﬂmpordngpcﬂod,hﬂoyoquyd:hgofvﬂue’oﬁmMmq ﬁmanyfompp}ﬁdﬁql

Yei I:I Y
lfyu. Mﬂlmfoﬂwmshfmnm.
Poitigo Principal Date Received ThingofVelie - Purpose

principel
9 w@mwwmushnuommmmﬂum mwmmmﬁmﬂmoum

(PAGES)
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5 PEPURSEMENTSMONIES ™ N
mmsmmmmy«m

9orthkmruent? Yes. . NeOd
. @ wwiudmomestoanyswﬁndmpﬂmlpal? Yalﬂ . No@

' lfno.uplninmfullduaﬂwhvﬁmwmnodmbmamumﬂembdmfofmwmw

i p—

S ltmwmwwhﬂlerqlﬂnddmﬂm:epumwtuwhfommmwdmmofmmonlu,luzludlng
mmiummMIfnny.wnehMmpﬂm _ U o
. Date i ToWhom : : Purpose o Amoml

$200.51

PAGES)
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Dmﬂiﬁimﬂumﬁum&hwmdq«edafmy&ingofﬂm‘%ﬁ:ﬂmmowInﬂuﬂmuweofoﬁn

. connection with acsivities onbeh!fofnymwlnﬂpdumadin!nmﬂ 8, or 9 of this statemeit?

‘Yes O Y
Mﬁhﬁsﬁallmnghfom

. Duw Recipient PorlgnPrincijsl . ThisgofVale . Pupss

©

mswnszmmrounm CON'I‘RIB!H‘!ONS
mﬂumhsmmmﬁ(}.m“ouﬁommmmMmmmmmdudyawmy

-"other person, made ariy contributions of inoney or other things of value' fi connection with an élection to'niy political

. ..ofﬂea.orlnoonmuiogmemmemmvmﬂmorcmwdwmwﬂmmmmwm

Yes E1 No O
If'yes, firniish the ﬁllowbu lnfmmlon .
Date Amount or Thing of Valie Politica) o:guh'*i-'mommam Location of Event
Please see

io.u mdmmummWummmmwhmmmmmmﬁm”mmm

“kickbaiks,” ind the like.
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V- INFORMA'HONAL MATERIALS

16, (u) DmmsmmmmmMmﬂMMwuemhdmelnhmmonalm’mlals"’
Yes B No o - . )
' lfch.aotolum 17.

NoD

' ”-Wmmm — -
: Eqmnummamdunumm ' SR AT S

{1 Redio or TV broadcasts .- EMmﬂnewW DMotlonphmﬁlm : ) Letters or telegrams

EIAplvmisiuseampdm ' Il’msnlmes ' Dl'amphlesorothepubﬂeaions EILecn-uorspmhes

nmnkcmmunmﬁng:_'

- ) Email ' - o

[ Website URL(s): __ I
DSoehlmedhwebsimURL(s): L '
DOlhsr(spwav) ..

20, Du mnngmssmupomgmdndywdismmwm:oudmmmmommumgmyof

the following groups:
" [ Public officials &) Newspapers o O Librerdss
Legiststors © EEditors . Y Bducations! ittt
Oovunmmasmdes: - E] Civic groups or associations. O Nationality gronips
1. Ofter gpecity -

20 Wh!lnmwuuwdindnhﬁtmﬁiomlmwuk.

B English Domﬂ(wm
B, Didyos fle wh wyﬁrﬁummewmumus Dapmmﬂusﬁ&ieopy?mm

M«mmuwmmsmmmf Yes No

A, DldyoulaéelMmafgwhhbmﬁou!mmhwﬁbﬂnmmaqwbysm«b)ofMAm
Yes | T No b

12 mmmmmwmmmmmummm«mdqm wmmmwmxm
mmMmmmewmwdewmmwm
mwwnmmmwhdﬂumufnwvmuwmmwmmnmmwunwummmmu
ﬂdpmwsm%)dum
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. Vl EXECU'I‘ION

!nmdmuwi:hzsu.s.c ] 1746, the undersigned swnl(s)ouﬁm(l)mdapanakyofpedmymwmbu(theythmd
memfomuuonmm|nmimgimonmmmmmmmmmmmu(wm)fmmmmmm

Wmm:)mwmubm“mofmmmmdInthemchedShmFomkegIMon
Swemm(s).ifmy.luofuasmmfcmﬂcnlsmtwuhnhm«(ﬂmﬂmmw o

'ﬁm”@_‘l;_ _ i "".""“‘v‘m‘“‘w”ﬁ" G eS!gned

EMWMhMbMWﬂ.lhmummwwnm ammmm persons porforming sirjlas -
Mmsmw-numwmu«mmwmdmm;wmuwwmmmu:mmm:;’w
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| 11132012 V’m Webuﬁwnhl_tim e

- Eimsrzoiz Vin Weber, John Lonergas, BdKntlemetmﬂ:JmEo_llg,

ThroughAprilSO 2013
Questwn ll

Megoury provided U.§. govemmentaﬂ‘axsandpubhcrehmnsworktotheECFMUtoadvam :
m'goihbf'gtwerpolnwalandeconomahgnmembetweenUhmeandtheWest Mexcury

f orgammmnssuchasthmkmks,andthe'medm.
' Question 12 | - )
" NOTE: Thisuamamveﬂlingdmmgbackmorethmﬂmeyemmdwmeofthemdmduh

whoworkpdonthe"' uenobmempbyedbytheregamnt. ‘Nevertheless, .

_ Memmyhasundmkenreasombleduedihgemc, mchdmgathmoughrewewofusmtmg
xecords,topmdubeasaccmatenlogofcommunwatmmaspossibletothebestofnsxeoollectwn

&nd knowledge
IogofCommnmcauonswuhU S. Govemmnt andNGOs

: --l'?l.?m'l'z vmwmmmtmmmmm%m--.:- S

12 V‘mWeb&metmthAndlu House Ju

BdK;ﬂumetwhWarku HouseCommmaeonF o Aﬁiirs

311_4/26'13 cmm'sm il

|..3/1912013 | Government. A Y

,:.3/1912013 Vm'wehamamummmuwnhn_q.w;...; S

o Vmwmmmmmmmmmm KmdySchoolof '

=.

| 4/26/2013 | Vin Weber spoke vith Ammos Hochsteis, Stité

Vmwmmuxniumammmmmmm Smkqmblm. '

{a02013 | Policy Commites.

<

Media Outreach:

_ rownhiiéon; _
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RightDC.com

' Motley Fool . '
Breitbart's Big Govenitent and Big Journalism

News Busters oy,

: HotAn'com

American Specutor

- All Voices . -

Family Security Matters .
:Wnllsueetlownal,edxtomldepmmem

New York Times

. Washington Post

Wall Street Joiimal
Reuters s
CNN

Bloomiberg

Timeés of London
Daily Telegraph
Forbes = =
Christian Science Monmor
Weekly Standard
Nationa} Review
National Journal
RealClearWorld.com
Publius Forum

Question 14(x)

Fee & Reimbursed Expense

11116/12 ECFMU

$120,000 -




11/20/12

11/2012
11/20/12
1221/12
31513

Dm C

" BCFMU

ECFMU
ECFMU
BCFMU'

L dﬁmiog..l.i(i) L
o To Whom

'r;fovembcr-_zol_g' N/A

Deé 2012 ::

NA

March/April 2013 N/A

Fee & Reistiburked Expense

Reimbursed Expense
F“ : ) : )
Fee -

Mercury travel & meals

 Merouiry travel & meals

Mercury travel & méals -

: Receledty NSDIFARA Registration Unit 04/28/2017 1:48:41 PM-

'$90,824.71

$90,075.39

-$2,066.95
$25,000

$90,000

$51

$130.84 . ..
$18.67
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uSs: nq-munm :5 . Suppqul_l_ental Statement
Wumnczosso T PunuanttotheFore;gnAgentsRegistrahonMof-_
RN TR ' 1938,asamended '

1. (9)NamoofRégitrmt - o (b)RegistmmnNo
Memryl'ublxcMaks.LLCIdbaMermty/dam&Weh 6179
(c)DusheuAddrss(es)ofReglmmt’" 2 :

(a) lflnindmdml. :
(I) Residencuddms(u) YesOO - NoD
(@) Citizenship . Yes Tl No)': ..
(3) Ocoupation Y O No Q. -
(b) If sn organization: ' - -
" (1) Name Yes O No @
(2) Ownirship Gr contro) Yes O No @
(3) Branch offiess Yes O --'No.'
(© Exphmﬁdlydlehaﬂaes.lfw.hdlmdinmm(a)md(b)abwe.
None

' mmmrsmmrsmmwmuu,ommmmrom:mss,amsm.
3. lryouuvepmimummmc'.mmmmwmmmmsmmm
Yes O No & .
Iyes; havé you filsd an smenduent b the Exbibit ©? YD = NoD

Iifno, pleuemhthemumdmdmm

organizxion. mauwnm hibg C iy Vo obainifor y M»mmmmwm |
mﬂ&WdMWI&M) _ wmmm

FORM NSD-2




e SR P SO = TP T

Réoéiié&fby NS,D/_FARA kegi_st_ratim} Uniit 04/28/2017  1:48:41.PM -

Name ' B Position N Dete Cotinection Erided

(b)lhvuwpenonsampam::o.mmdmcwuushﬂnofﬁdnlsdlmgﬂﬂssmnﬁwnsmod?
Y A g

IPyes, !Mmkhlhefollowlnginfwmﬂm_l _____

None . ' = - SOt R S S

S (a)!hwpmonmaedinIm‘@)r;niﬂdmdue'&ﬁmmeofhmﬁﬁfmtmmmm
2. Yes . No & : .
lfmddﬂ&uﬁmdmmmmemum
None . , S

a)mwmmmmmmwmewmnmwahmmm mmwhomdmd
awﬂluﬁqmwabﬂcm&wlnfmﬁmofu Im'mtsofw hnlgnpﬂnclpal(s)hoﬂmlhmuleﬂalor

uemﬂul,orhlldnedulhnlmw YGD T O NeE R
None . . oL Lo Lo

(c)lhvéuiymlwmuwmmhMﬂMashmfmnMonmmmdMMphMu
‘: confiéetion with the registrant dirring this 6 moth reporting period? YesJ =~ No @
!tyes.ﬁnlshlhzfollowlnglnbmuﬁon. : _
Name - Position or Connection ' Date Terminated

(d)lhvuﬁyempluyulorindividuh,whohuvaﬂhduhoﬁfmmnﬂmﬁmmmmwm&mmmmmm
prificipa] during this 6 ménth reporting period? Yes OO . .No B .
lfmwshﬂufollawlnsmfomam ;- Lo

.. Naine - : Position or Connection Foreign Principal Date Terminated

’ ::None SR ; .

& H;vem;tqun;wmbemﬁledbynﬂoﬂhemmmedlnlumu(a)mdﬂb)oﬂheww —
© Yesk] NeJ . . . .
unqlmummmwmmmmmm
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L T SIS B © . @PAGEd)
' I1-FOREIGN PRINCIPAL '

7. Hnymirmmwuhwfmlgnmdmmmmmsmmmpeﬂm YuEl No®

. l_’qej_p:mne:pal T Dateof‘l'eminuion

aummmumwmwwmmkcmmmmm “Yab W8
Ifyas,ﬁnishthﬂ:llowlngmﬁmnaﬁon.' B

NmmdA&!msomeipPﬂndp!(s) o Pate Acgilrad

Ty mmmmmmmmu ifmy,lhtfon!snpﬂncipil(s)’whomymeoﬂhuedbupmdunngmsmonﬁ

. reporting period.
EumpeanCemeFouModemumu\e

— T

m (a)Hawywﬁbdexblbiuforﬁeml;z;ﬁdmpﬁndpd(s}dw,lmmmﬂ
ExhibtA®> Yes O. No [J K
- Exhibit B* Yes O No E_l

lfno,ploasemehlhereqllh'dexhlbn.

. (b)l!med:mbanmyehamhthaﬁxhﬂﬁqudBmimulyﬁutmmyfmhpﬂmipdwhmym
representied during this six atonth period? o YesO @ No[@ o
lfyu,hnveymﬂuanamdmmtothmexhibim - YesO No O
lfno.phascwwhunqlﬂrdmm R '

zmmwwmm.hmummummdumnwm afwioss scivitics & Groclly of indisoclly
Mmﬂhﬁmﬂ,ggﬁaﬂdnmbwmwgpwnmmwmw lhmuh::ﬂuwf:-pm
(Sehlzlﬂ-)(!)). A registant who repirisants mope than ope foreign principal is m»hi:hmhmmhmﬂmmymu
hmmnmm&%:d&m&h&ﬂn e

E

.3 MWAMBMUMWQMMWWDNWMM&MM

4 mmummm«r«»m-mnwmmmammuwmu '

...L




ORI, 1 M T

T !l_l____ACTIVlﬂES _____ L _
11, Duluﬂlissmﬂuwmgpeﬁod,hmoywwinmylﬂivlnesfororundemdmywvlmbmywpmncipﬂ
nmdhlm?,s.owofﬂ:lssmemnﬂ T Yes@ - No O

lfyu,ﬂmﬂ/uchfordmpﬂmpalmd&ﬁcdbehﬁludmﬂywmlvhmmdmw

12 mmsmmmwmwmmuwfofmmpﬂwpdumdhmmuuvny’asdeﬁnedw

Yes B No D) -

lfmmmmmmdwmmmmmudmmsmmamm Mwhg,mmuhathings.
hnmwwpoﬂduuugmwhemﬂmdmdﬁemmmphyedwdﬂmmkm Hithe
mmmwmmomdwmwum,mmﬁwmum of delivery,
riames of speakers and subject matter. _

Please see attachment.

13 lguddidmwﬁelhmdmibduﬁvlﬁu.lfmy.MyouWhmlvwmmmwhleh boneﬁtsyonr
foﬁlylprluﬂpﬂ(s)? Yes O Ne B .

If yes. deseribe fqu.

S "Political uﬂvig"'uﬂndmsnn !(o)thmwmwuﬁwmmnmwﬂquhmmu mlnyvﬂyldlmw

qudNWdMWMuwmoﬂnpﬂbmmmmﬂMbMMum&m o

«udmuuharu-uum«mm» wwﬂmhmm«dnlmmn

- PAGE®

Aty T
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4.(0 RECEIPTSMONIES —

M“MWMMﬁrmmﬂnmmesmfordmprinclpal.uymonmo,
:mmeyclﬂmueompemumoroﬂww T Yes® ‘NoD R

= lfm.mhmwhy

1 yes; 56 fort belowin the reqiired détail and separatly for each forelgn princlpal &n 8250wt of such monles’
-Diite : - FromWhom . Putpose . Amount
Please see i o -
athchment. ’ oL : S : ol

. . _ $13586004
o i S | Tl
®) RECB[PTS FUNDRAISINGCAMPA!GN

.Duﬂnglthmmﬂmpoﬂngpeﬂod,hqvoyoumdMupmoﬂﬁnﬂubingm’nymonayonbehalfofmy
forelgn principal named'tn liems 7, &, or9 of thisstaiement? Yo [ No Bl

1f yos, have you fled an Exhibit D’ to jour reglstration? Ys 0. - N0
-lfye's.mmm'u.iﬁbwu&bwm. . Date g

© I.I"I'S-'I‘IIINGS OF VALUE

Posign pocipal M'Mv_@ Thingiof Value Prpass

6,7 Awhmﬂbﬂanaﬂ:ﬂnﬂbmﬂmmmemmdduﬁnnbmpwhaﬂ.umdam

cmypeign. (SeeRude201(e)). .
8 Mmuhwﬂauwm-wuubMnmdmwﬂﬂ-mﬁanuﬂrd-ﬁﬂﬂ;mdmhdhnw

' 9mummummm»mmhmwumwwmmmmmmm

'H'Glll'h.ﬂlhb




O I~ITI IS O

_ :...DmﬁBGMMWMmMW ou

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Upit 04/28/2017 1:48:41 PM -

o (_PAGE 6

) Mmmﬂdmhmﬁmﬂhﬂvﬁm’bdﬂf'ofanyfordgnpﬂneipﬂmedmhmﬂ 8, or
9 ofihis statemedt? Yes@:. 0 WNoO - . -

(2) wmiuedmonhstsuchmmnpmcml? ' YesEl : No.

'3 utfonhbelawmths dmﬂnndscmlyﬂorud; nccoumofuwb ine
yes,: ifw’ww fordsupﬁnm»alln momes, luding

I e Ao

Please see
amdlmem.

$5.125.70

Total
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(l;ké:zn-
()] DISBUEGEMEN'I‘S-THINGS OFVALUE : :
_ .Dumn'g'missmnﬁnpomngpuibd.haveyoudlsposedofuyﬂnngcfvalue“oﬂlermﬁmoncyhﬂmlmueeofoth
_;wmmmwvﬁsmWofwwmmanMH l,cr%fthlsmm

Yes No &
Ifyes, ﬁmnshﬂufolhwm m!‘onnnim.

! D Reciplent  PordignPnclpl | ThingofValue . . : Pupase

@ msnummm-rox.mml. CONTRIBUTIONS ' '
DurlnglhisﬁmnthmmuvbymemMMmmmWfd&uMwww

" ‘other persoi, made eny contributions of monigy or other things of value'” in conncrtion with an election to any political -

_oﬁee.wmomnedmvd\hmpnmydeﬂlon.menﬂmmmwdwulaumdldnm&rpohﬁulomu?
Yes E] No O

. wmmmmmmmmmw | ;
Date . “AmointorThingofValie  Poiiical Orgiibuation o Cendidate  Locajo of Eveni
etste o e ,

lo.u mdmmhmmwndﬁmhhnumﬂummmmm Mm emmu.
“kickbacks," and the like. : ﬂﬂl w

e m i g— e mr e
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i m&ﬂdyoﬂm&smm«mmbedmmmdm hfomadomlnmhk'l";

.16.(1) n\m;mlscm e

Yes B ':'-:.I_‘oD
If Yes, go 16 Item 17, L .
. () lt‘youmwmdDNommm Is(al):.ldoyoudmunmwmwmlmeomcdmwnhyowmmm? '
. Yes

lst. plnntorwn‘dthenmﬂsdissmlnmd dunuglheskmom punod tomolug:milon Unit tornvmv

T Rl oo Bl e

4 auupeanCentrchra ModemUkhlne

_ mmmm' ofanyofﬁ:oﬁsllowlng: i E
C1Raddio or TV broadeasts L'JMnmheornmsm DMoﬁonpwbmﬁlm : DLmrsoruhgms
DAdvaﬂsmgmpﬁgns DPmsrdeases " Dthlﬂsorotherpnblwﬂions mem
‘Dodmfpectt) .- S N : I .

Elem-lec'ommnmﬂm
(5 Basajl ' .
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Division, U3 Depestes ofJustion, Washington, DC ~ B _m .

FORMNSD-E
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4.(-)Hiveu1yp¢smmdlaingaspum¢mm«s::.? (

Yes O - No @

ifyes, fiimish thie following informiation: oo AT -
e Pl P Combecicp it

mﬂmelwmbmupmonmudmdeumﬁksmwgm

Yes O No E]
3 lfyes,ﬁlmiﬂimfﬂMMWIm. . ) Do
Nme Co Mﬂmm ) - Citizenship Position MAM&!

SOOI I P TID

S. (u)Huqymugdhh%);mdmdmmmw«mumof@fmmpm
" Yes No ] oo :
ltyes.deﬁi&mhmhmmduclbﬂhemmw .
None : '

~

ﬂ)Dm&lsmmmmmuumemhMmmhymwhwmwmypusonswhiitiﬁdmd
orwlllmdumcabﬂwummdlwhﬂnﬂeﬂmofﬁzhnmssofﬁjﬁmlmprhupﬂ(s)hoﬁuthmachiulu
mmhnm«mw YsI ~~ No[H. :

Name wmccmm ’ Citizenaliip . Pasitiéi Datc Assuméd -
(c)Hmmymployeesormdmduﬂs.whohaveﬁldaMfomnglsmﬁonsﬁﬁﬁ'em.mmmdthwmploymemor
Mmmmmemmmmsmmmm Yes O No
xfya.ﬁ:mshunfdtowmgmm o :

None

(d)ﬂwcuymqum&MwhohveﬁMaMfomwgmmmmmmMMwmuﬁmmwTmngn

principal diiring this 6 munth reportiig pesiod?  Yes ) No &
ummﬂpmmm _ E
Nanic . Position or Cannection Foreign Prificipal Date Terminated

=

'6 Havedmnfommﬂonmmemheen ﬁldbyallofﬂnpusommadinltam’(u)mﬂ(b)oﬂhqsnpplmmlmenﬂ

Yes Nod .
unq.uamgofpumwhounmﬁhdﬂnmumdmm
Nane 2
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) o ll FOREIGNPR'NC"’AI. L
2. mymmmmmwwymammmmmmngmm YuD NoB
!fyes.ﬁ:mhhlhafolbwhxhﬁmnlon : : _ B
""“‘3"""”'?" cem o | -nmefwmim-
8 Hmmmﬂﬁwnwbﬂ;:ws?m;memmmmm 7 Yes D — No & -
_ lfyu.ﬁ:muhlh&ﬂmhghﬁnmﬂon o N 7

Nams md Addiess of Forelgn Pripeipals) = . - : Date Acquired

By mmuommmedmm7ms.uny.Immmd(s)’wuommmmmmmmmusmm

 reporting period.
Eumpean Ceanora Modem Ukralne
10, (a) Hmmﬁledesﬁhtsfor&eneﬂjﬁhnhdhempﬂmlpﬂ(l).ifmy,llmdlnlmt? =
ExhibitA> . YesO: N O
Exhibns‘ . YesD No
lfno.piasemmemuhedamm .
®). mmmmmmmwmAmnwiwxymdfwmmmpmmwmm
represerited during this'sik month period? . Yes "Neo (8 -
lfycr.huveyouﬂledanamgﬂﬂmmtoﬂmednblm Yes O No!_]
umplmmme@qﬂndmnthnm o
"z‘mmmpwmu mmuwm«munwwqaﬁumﬁumum

Ganoad, or wubsidized tn mkwhmmwummmm , Soreign organisation or foreign individudl,
Rﬂe‘lmus)) Amﬁmmwmhnmhpmplnmmhhhmhﬂ::n%i!hmmymmmamnh
i-mmmmmwmsmm (SecRuls 208) .
'S The Babibit A, which fa filed on Forn NSD-3, umummuhwmmmm |
4 mwn Mpmdntmm thMmhmcmmqum
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m- AG’I‘MTIE' _

n MMSMWMMyWWhWMMMMWWsnvlmtomympﬁnclpal .

named in Items 7, S.or9oﬂh|smm? R Yul No[J

lfyes,ldnﬁ&uchfmwgnpﬂmnpﬂmddsm’behﬁxﬂdmnywm-andmwm
Pleaseseeatn:hmnt. s

l2. mmemmmmemmwmuy Mppmdﬂamﬁmmlﬂwm’udmwom

Yes [# N Q) 0 oinn

Ifmﬁmhﬁudmmwwmmhmudmlﬂmwlmmmﬂm othen!mm.
dwulﬂmhmmaﬂwﬂdsmd\twhhﬂmﬂmdﬁnmmphydmm&hm Ifthupsﬂm

amanged, Waawmmmmmdwmpwdm“h_mmdwm. L .

umsofspukmmdn\ueamm
ﬂeasesoeamchmem. :

B 13. lnaddiﬂonto&eabwadum’beumma, ifm.hawywmmdhualvlwmyommwwwhmﬁuyom

foréign principalis)?  Yes a No B
If yes, describe fully.

s Wm'nmnm I(o)o“umqMMthhWﬂw“bﬁMnhmwa
sgency of afficial dumafuwm“ymamemmuwwmmumm mwmum :

mﬂ-ﬂnmﬂﬂ.d‘hlbﬂdhmuﬂivdnmnhmﬁﬂmlnuﬂmhm moltinine o rilafinns nFa du
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W . RECEIFTS JIONIES .

. 1fno, explain why,

®

S (5]

s .-

mmsm:mmmmwmmfm@mmmwv 8,or9ofthls

mmmorﬂnmawoﬂmmfworhthamhmofmnwhfwdnmmw anyconm'buuons.lneomeor
mmd&uamuw Yu. NoD o

lfyes,sdfmﬁbdmvinﬁmaquhddmnudseparmlyiormfoulgnpﬁmpﬂmmo:mofmehmonls.‘

-Date From Whiom © Purpose Amount
_Please see o i . RIS -

$35447947.

' Total

RECEIPTS - FUNDRAIS!NG CAMPAIGN

.fmlppdndpﬂmmdhlm78.ot9ofﬂmmmw ' Yul:] _ Nol

lfyu,hweyouﬁledanﬂxhbntb'bibuﬁegkhﬁon? . Yes D - NoDD

~3

THINGSOFVALUE
Duﬁngﬁuémonﬂnnmmhwcyouucdvdwm;otvqm oﬁnﬁmmeyﬁmmyﬁmmpmlpd

nasmed’fn Items 7, k,msofmwmenwﬁvmmyoﬂmsmfwwhmmammmth7

Yﬁa No E . "
w«.mmmwmm. | o
Forsign Princpa Dato Reived Thing of Valus . Pupo.

q1 A@wm(:nﬂnnmbﬂhmummmMﬂrmwumﬁnmm upﬂdshﬂmﬁu findnising
8 anb.hwhchnnnuhilmuMnWWmmecmuu.mhdclﬂhmmliﬂWﬁnnw
L] wmwmwwhmm&uhm.mﬁum mmmmmuuummm

" and the ke,
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: ls;(g) DISBURSEMENTS MONIES — T

PR

mmsmmmm ol

9ofthi|mm YuEl] NoDO _
mumlﬂedmomstowmfmmprhﬁnl? © YesO - No'El _

' !tno.mhhhﬁalldm;lwiwﬁmmnodhbmmmdeonhhﬂfofwfonlgnprhnim

i -_Uya.wmwwm&emuwdmlwmlyformmglpﬂndpﬂmwbo’mtofsuchmum.mcwn;' :
. mmmmww.mud!ﬁordpprhcﬁnl _ o

. Dae | ToWhom |- Purpose o e

Please see
attachinent.

$14309

" Totl
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msﬁunswmrs—mmcs OF VALUE -
Dmhgﬁkﬁmmﬂ:mﬂngwhih&wywdhpon&ofanyﬁhgoﬂdu’“oﬂmﬁmmmyInthnhmnceoforln

. wmmmmﬁéwbdlﬂtofwmmprlnelpa!medinlmﬂ.&oﬂofthissﬁumenﬂ

Yes 0 No @
lfyes,ﬁnishthebllowmgmﬁumaﬂon ) .
. Date . Recipient  °  FowighPiiicipal - . ThingofVaue . . Puposs.

'(r-')

nmnsnmmrs-rox.mm comhmlons ' '
mmsmmﬁwMwaymmMMmymmW{m«M umoughw

. othier person, made any goritiibutions of monity mmmofvmu“hmmmwhhnmw politicel

oﬁee.ormcomeulonwiﬂunyprhmydecﬂmmvuﬁmwmmbddwmmdmforpolidnloﬂiu?

Yes & “No O
lfyu,ﬂnkhﬂwfollowincmmnﬂm S _
Date ‘Amout or Thing of Value Political Organization or Candidate  *Location of Evegit: -
Please see : ) .-
attaichiment.

*kickbacks," arid the lke.

lo.n mmdmmw-m:hmmmmnulunmhmmm,hmmmwﬁm

| (PAGE?D -

— -

v e e s e,

ot o o e S vy 13 A s




PN I P S TS

. Received by NSD/FARA Regtstratxon Umt 04/28/2017 i 48 :41 PM

-!NFORMATIONAL MATERIALS -

Yes® - 0 Ne o
If Yes, go fo Itém 17. '
(b) lfyonmwmduowlm l‘(al)__.ldoyoudlswnmwmm hmmwlﬁyowuysmdon?
; Yes {J . No

: IfYas.plem ﬁmdmemmﬂdedehgﬁeskmmﬂlpmodwmeRmmUmforumw

'getonﬂa_utedupumm'ofmoneyto -

' mmwﬂnhmor&mmﬁmhmmhm '; YetG No @ -

mhumm theuse ofmyomem

- CJRadjoor TVbroadcists [ Magazine or newspaper DMononplumﬁlms D'uménelegum'

CIMvelﬂmgmpugxs 3 Press reledses ﬂ?mh!mummmﬂhm“uspm B
B Email
OwesteURGY_____ - L
DSomlmdhwobmsURL(s} _________
Dom(ww) .......
%0, wmwsmmmdﬁimwmmwudmwnfoMommhlsmonganyof
.l Pnbllcoﬂ'nhls - Nowqums ' 01 Literies
. Oovmmm@ms I(?lmwtﬁsormdpl_a:s- ' {7 Natiorislity groups
T} Other pecth) S o |
71 Wlmumwwdhﬁehﬁmﬁmﬂmmm. = == = =
BEEnglsh - DO&HM} i,

75, Did you Bip Wifh the Reg 3%, U3, Departiséns of Jostioo & 6opy Of Gach Heon
mw«mwuamwmmcmmmmf mD NoEl
:23 wmmmmammmmmmmmemmmmwseeuonmomem
: VYes O NEB
12 mmmmmmawmmmmcmMﬁwgmmmuMwm«m
Recturgs, bigadeasts, motion pictres, or mhy means or Instrumeritality of iritetitate or. foreign conmeroe if dteewise. [nformationdl

m ‘materisls
dmmihynumohmwhuﬂumdnmhwmmmwmmmwmwdmnmmmwmh
mmow«umih _
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' 'ﬂmofnd(htmdneomsmmﬂnnenhretytmemdmuhmﬁeb&ofhﬁh«(ﬁm)hwﬂgemﬂbdieﬂmmm
mke(s)mnprmudmumm“wﬂnﬁy'ofﬁehfommmmwmﬁnmmsnb‘r‘tFoﬂuRemahon .'

wsyﬁw.moknmmmummmmmmmmm L

-(pawo_i'sim) - . ' (anwwunmmw«pmvldnlmoﬂenm ).

A28, 2087 . ._5f Is!JothlnoantWeber - y . jes‘ft;;r_.@'

5o} mwwumwmwmwnmmhmhﬁm«mmmmammﬂ ey
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' Through Apri 3014

s ﬁQueumnu

organmuomsuchasthmktanks,andﬁxemadm
Questmlz : R
NOTE Th:suareuoactweﬁlmgdatmgbackmonthanﬂmymmdsomeofﬂxemdmdmk .'

.MquhuundemkenmsombleduzdeMmdmgathomughrevwwofnsexm

mords,mpmduceasmmateabgofcommnmcanonsaspossibletotbebestofnsrecollectlon |
mdknowledge

lpgofOonmnmcanonswnhUS Gove,mmentandNGOs

vmwm.mm;mmmmmwmmummmawdm
:11/13/2013 | Senate Foreign Relations. __ i _
11/13/2013 VmWM,NMnmﬂMﬂmMMMWhM _

nnm‘ou vmwm.um«mmmna_‘smmammm&_m_d@ Sen. Flake's office.

Question 14(2)

- Date Froih Whofii - Parpose ' Amount

- 1UM13 ECRMU Fee & Reimbursed Expense 813586004
“331/14 ECFMU. : Feo & Reimbursed Bxpense $27,871.88
3i31/14 ECFMU ' Fee , _ $45,000
B4 ECFMU . Fee & Reimbursed Expense . $47,144
3B1/14 ECFMU . . ‘Fée & Reimbursed Expense $15,623.62
477/ 1_4 .- BCFMU . Fee & Reimbursed Expeiise $20,819.81
414 - ECRMU : . Fee & Réimbursed Expense ~ $17,160.12
41/14 ECFMU . - - . Fee ..o $450000
Question lS(a)
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Nov 2013 N/A Mercury trivel & méals ~ $32

Date To Whom  Puipose Amount

Feb204 - . NA . Mercury travel & fneals  $53.82 -
April2014 - . NA Meroiiry ravel & meals  §57.27
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¢ e e = mm e e e mn s mmimes
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...... No. 1124-0002
US. Depirtamint of ustise o Supplemental Statement :
Washington, DC 70530 E : Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registraﬂon Act of
. . l938,asamended :
" orix Month Period Ending 5/8/14
______ ‘ MH
. o e nmnsrmm )
I @)NamoofRegistiont . - SR (b)RzgumonNo -
Memw Public Affalrs, I.I.CIdba Memurylaark&Wen 6170 '
(c) Business Addms( """ es) of | Reslmmt
701 8th Street NW, Sultz 650
Wasmngwn, p;__zoom

(a) lfanhdlvldual _
(1) Residerioo sddress(es) - YesOJ. No D
" (@) Citizenship Yes O NO. -
(3) Occupation Yesd No O
@) Ifenorganization: - o Lo
(1) Name o YesO " "No®
(2) Ownerihip or congrof YesO No@® -
(3) Braiicli ofiices - i YesO - Nold)

(c) Emlunﬁdlyallchmmifw.indlmdmum(a)and(b)m

¥ THE REGISTRANT 15 AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSETO ITEMS 3, 4, ANDS(e).
3. Ifyou have previously ﬂledEzhlbltC‘ mmwmwmmuvemmwsmmmm

Yes O No B
Emhveywﬁunmmmwmﬁxhlbhm Y_cfs_ﬂ' " Ne

Ifno,plusomhthﬂeqdredmmdmuu.

um mammnwpthmhMMWummmeuwAmMWSeunhy
muwm Waskington, DC 20530)




- ST P P LD

""" o | PAGED) -

lfmfmndnhfollwhsmfwmm L s N S
Naine - Pasition . DateConnection Ended
None. I : ' R v
(b)mnwmmgwmmo.mmmamunomddsdmmamombmmmm o
Yes No 5] :
: lfyes.ﬂn!ﬂnhaﬁoﬂowhglnibmadon a ot L L
Nams _ Résidenice Address © Cltizenship . - Position Dste Assiimed

None

s, (a)lhsmypummdmlmd(b)mduadmwudﬁwﬂyihmﬁhﬂmuofmmﬁwwmm
- YG!D : N° . . \
Ifys.ldeﬂlfyechawhpummddssmhmmmdud. '
None : L )

(bwmmmmom:epmngmmmwnednmhymwmmmhum any persons who rendéred
orwill mduwvieamthemglsumdmcﬂymﬁuﬁ:uuof&zhmuafmyfm!awhayal(:)mmhuhuhlalu

-——___

“secretarial, or in a related oF similar capecity? Yes O No B P
Nanie , Residence Addness : clmmp Positici ~ DateAssimed .

_(c) Haye any mployaes or individuals, who kiave filéd a short form registration swamm. terminated their employmem or
 connection with the registrant during this 6 mivith reparting period? Yes [ No @

lfye;,ﬁm!ﬂ:!hn!blbwlngﬁdhumﬁm _ _
Name , , PosiﬂonorConmeﬁon , Dato Termiinntéd

(d)annnyempkuesorindes.whohweﬁleduhmfmmmmnonmmmmmmmmthmym

mmmmsmmmmw Yes O No.
If yes, fiimish ﬂlc following information: , .
Naine , Poslﬁon or Connection Foreign Principal Date Terminated

YuD NoD :
lfnuﬂnmuofpermwhohvenmﬁhduwnqumdmm
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7Hsyoﬁrqomalogwlmwmwhclpﬂmdeddmmumonﬁwm¢? Yulﬂ o NoD
lfyes,ﬁnn!shﬂnfollowingmibmuﬂm _ _ .
Fielgn Principal LT ' W“T‘“m '

ampaanCemFouModemumne Loy - S/BN4

| &Hmemmmdwmmmsfmmsmmmm Yes O | ;oﬁ-

lfyes. furnish th following hfnrmﬂm

mmmm«uﬁﬁmﬂpﬂa) I Dsite Acquired

9 lnaddmontolhmmdlnltems'llnd&lfmy,lmmmmmﬂ(s)’whmyoumunmdmwdm&esmomh

reporting period.

None

10, (a)nmywﬁummmmemryaequmdfonippﬂncims).ifw.wmms? )
Exhibit A’ YesOl NoDO
Exhibit B* “Yes I No (]
lfm,plnlemdlm:aqnmdmlblt.
@)MMMWWMWWAMBMMMWWWMMM
representsd diring this six month period? Yes I No H
lfyeahvcywﬁledmmhmwmeuexhibiu? Yes O No O .

lfno.plea_semchglmeqqi_ndmm

"zmmwpwwqhmmmwumm«hmnwm of whooe activitcs axe diedy ¥ Gulirscly

MaWthhmmw a foreign goversment, mwm forign organiration or foreign individoal.

Supervised, directod, cogralied, .
-(Scc Riile 100(a)(9)). A registind Wwhb depraseats move than one fosélgh grincipel umﬂblmh&omhﬂbmhwwm’pﬁukhmh

is ot eititled to ¢lafm exeraption under Sexticn 3 ef the At (scnuhml)
3 mm&mum«mma.mmuwwuummmmmm

i mmmwuumunrmemum mumummuwmu

.m
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m- AC'I'IV!TIES '
1L Duﬂngthusmomhlepompulod hveyoumgngedhwnﬂvlﬂesqu_mdmduqmbmyfommpﬁmpﬂ
medinlm7 s.or9ofmsmment? Yes @ “No O
lfyu.udﬂifymhfordapﬂndpﬂmddm‘belnfundmﬂyomuﬁvldsmm

Please see atta:hment.

- 12 Durh_agtlliss monﬁmpudngpulod.hmyou miehdfofmfmlgnpnmmdenmmpollqeﬂmw’udeﬂndbem

‘Yes [J No =

nmmmmmmpﬂndpumamminmuwmmwmm indmmg.mongmerllﬂms.
the relstions, tnterests and policies sought to be influenced end tlip diidns egployed o achieve this purpose. If the registrant
'WWwMMMuMoMWWgwMﬂ;uhMMd&M
mesofspeakuundsuueamm o

13, lnuddxﬂontoﬂ:nbwqduulbedwmls. Ifany.hwnwcngaged hadlvttyonywownbelulfwhlch beneﬂtsyow
foreign principal(s)? Yes ] Nof®] :

If yes, desiribie thlly.

s dew uaﬂndbwI(o)omnmmwmwmummhMﬂLuhumlmﬂnhmme
wummmoovmommm«qmdmﬁmmmmmmmuxummmmummm:
wﬂldylpdmdmuwMaﬁﬁmhﬂdunﬂhhﬂ.ﬁhﬂwmalmdnﬁndnmvu:bdndhdm "
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mm.orﬁmwdthersoumbrorlntlnlmusofmymhhrelmpﬁnchl.mycamlbuﬂons,imnew

moncydﬂieiismpemaﬂmorothuwlse? Y[ . No l

® nncr.m's runnmmc CAMPAIGN ' '

fmelylpdnelpllnmet_l_y_lwms'l 8.&9oftlusmummt? Yq:_!] Nol

lfya,hlveyouﬁldlnﬂﬂlibﬂb'tomugbumon? . ' Yes O _ NoDD
xfyu.malmmmmsxxmpmﬁm Date_

) RECEIPTS-THINGS OF VALUE
MmmksmmmmmmwuMvedanyd:hgofvnlu’oﬂmthanmoneyﬁomnyfommmmpﬂ
. pismed in Itexs 7, &onf&bmant,orﬁmwoﬁum,forumth&ofwnmhforelgnM?
' yes O - Nol _ .

s, Amgw&mmwmuum«mvsmmmmummumh.wmummm
" campaign. &) -

8 Mmumm-nmmﬁmmMnmddeum-.mmMmm-MMh-m
m...m.rﬂummmmwwnmumwmmmmmwmmwwmmm

~l
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: -1(1) disbmudamdedmnhmmlwlﬂ:mmmmdmywmpwMmedmlw7.8,or

' 9ofthhmanen? Yes O No Bl

@ mmimmwwmmmmwr YeO W@
- !fmupwnhﬁﬂdﬁﬂwbythmmnodhbmmmdembebﬂfofmymmdpﬂ

moniestrwniﬂd. ifany, to each foreiyl principal.

lfyes,mforﬁbelowinthuquimd dmudupamelyforud:hdmpmclpdmmmofmchms.iuhdm"

Date o ‘ToWhom - o Puipose o . - Amgimt -

ol

-~ " .00 SvNeL N V™ 4 ™ LINP ] vy o« @




TS, PN - U

®

©

Recel'v'éd by .NS.D/FARA Reglst.mt.lon Unit - 04/28/201 7: 1:48:4] PM
(MGE?)

DISWRSEMEN'IS-TIHNGSOFVALUE
DurlugmkGmona:reporﬂngpeﬁod.hmYoudhpmedofwwhgqfvdm"mmmmmymmnhmuofwh
e mneeﬁon%udvi&mbdﬂfofuy&mgnpdmbﬂmedhﬂm? 8, or9ofdlustmmnt? o
: YesE No- S REERS

lfyes_,ﬁi@ishthpﬁwn;inprwon. :' L }
DISBURSEMENTS-POLI'I'ICALCONTRIBU‘HONS
mﬂumsmmMMywﬁmymmmmemm,wmmarﬂmud:uy
oﬁmmmﬂemwnﬁhﬂlaﬁofmmqoroﬁw&hgsofvdus“hcomedonwlthmelnﬁmmmpolhwd
oﬂhqwhmnmmnwnhmywmqmmmﬂmummwmeﬂcﬁdmfwwhkdom

Yés Bl ; No O

lfyes.ﬁniamefonmubfamm, -

Date " Amountor Thing of Vali Palitical Orgamiization or Candidsts:  Lagation of Eveat
Please sge )
atu:hmem

10,11 mdmmunmmwmmmm;mhm Mmm.mllvemmladmmmm

"kickback” and the fike.

1
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Steve's Blog

Back from Ukraine
May 21st, 2014 Posted by Steve

As | begin writing this week’s blog, I'm on a plane somewhere over Ukraine, on my way back to the United

States. Congress was not in session for the past week, and I’ve been accompanied on this trip by Democratic

Congressman Steve Lynch of Massachusetts. Our mission was to assess the political situation in Ukraine, meet

with our embassy personnel on the ground there who are protecting the interests of the United States, and

meet with Ukrainian ofﬂf,lals, most importantly Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, who leads this country that , N .

s facing off at an existential time in its history, agalnst Russia’s power-hungry Viadimir Putin, ""5 - :S}?"e Chabot
LR S

———————

tike Papge Share §.
d r'_.'"-: m«' E

Ba the first of your friends to like this

waceHy ™ i
[INA DL [y ity {2

Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts

o What You Need to Know About the Republican
Tax Cut BlIt

o Multiple Sclerosis
o At the Border
o So Who's Winning? The Russians, That’s Who.

Photo with Prime Minister Yatsenyuk

Some background. Ukraine is 3 nation of 44 million people, that’s strategically located between Russia and the
West. It’s slightly smaller than the state of Texas, and is a former satellite of the Sovlet Union, having gained its
. . . L . o Republican Disgruntiement
independence in 1991, when the communist Soviet Union was breaking apart. Kiev is its capital.
: o .So How Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

heir separation_gs Ukralng 1 considered the'breadbasket of Eurasia, being the third largest producer of grain
gl_@i_l_mnt which Jllustrates the lengths to which Risslawill go'to mamtain'its influence ovEr UKFaine;
Q’Eﬁhﬂim‘sﬁmﬁl reform candidate, Viktor Yoshchenko; by Russian age_nis;jﬂmd,
but was shackingly disfigured for life as a result of Russia’s attempt on hls Iif€ (see the two accompanying
photos.)

Ukraine .has had a rocky existence since 'gaining its independence. @ssla has looked greedily at Ukraine sinc?

http://stevechabot.com/blog/back-from-ukraine/
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More _re__s_e_n_l'm_lg'angther.vmwr, this time Viktor Yanukovych was elected_president,-and was.pullipg)

‘Pro-Westem eléttoral opposition for selechve prosecution, He had his.opponent In the presidential electloni

L_k(alne mioretnto the Sphere of RUSSI3 and away_from the from t the’ West He was parhcularly corrupt, and targeted hi hlsl
—\..______,...o——\-——-—" A e =

LAl % e

“__—'—-——---—-
Jmprisoned-on' lrumped’up char‘g"es"Then late last year he unexpectedly rénegédoman agreement with the

e e,

(Europe 'a‘n'UnIo_n, and tu _tumed 10 Russia Instead.

Pro-Western protesters, mostly young people, took to the streets, urging the government to reform and allow
a free and open society not under the Russian yoke. {f ﬁ\ukovyth's thugs responded ed by viclously attacking andl
(b?a]ﬁg" (e peaceful protasters. 725"_'" a particularly notorlous incident, more than 100 peaceful prof esters
weregunned-down ln Maidan (lndependence) ngﬂgj The reaction’of the Ukrainian people was to lncrease
the number of protesters from.a few thousand to a half million. Support for the regime collapsed, and the
corrupt Yanukovych fled to Russia. An interim pro-Western government was put into place, and elections for
president will be held this weekend.

Russia’s Vladimir Putin, of.course,- has.attempted to take advantage of the Instablllty in UKralne 6 reestabllsﬁ}

e

o —
!Russuan influence-over: Ukrame He first grabbed the Crlmean reglon an of Uk Ukralne by.sending.in heavlly-armed

e e —

#__—-‘_-—-——"“
non. \tﬂ\_lfirmed Russnan-speaklng troops, first seizing the alrporls, media outlets, polu:e stations, and other

C;m‘m_eﬁi bulldings, "He Then held a bogus referendum to claim that the people-of Cimea wanted to leave
Ukraine and become part'of Russia~ Then he just annexed Cnmea‘

When Putin saw just how weak the West'’s response was to the seizure of Crimea (the Europeans because of
their “green” energy policy are so dependent on Russian gas and oll that they fear challenging Putin) and the
Obama Administration as usual “leading from behind”, Putin saw an opportunity to grab even more territory.
He's doing this in eastern and southem Ukraine by placing 40 thousand troops.on.Ukraine’s bozder, and
mugs to occupy key govi?rﬁ?rﬁulldlngg,a_nd_[ommf hese thugs aré oftented

tbv Russian intelligence agents and "out-of-uniform Russian military and police personnel} These Russian
_—.——-"'——_"—-'
infiltrators then try to make it appear that there is a desire by the people to join Russia.

watawill conhmmmhe thinks'| mﬂe believes our European
allies are weak, and so dependem on Russian energy resources that they wull do very little to resist his
aggressive actions. And Putin’s assessment of Obama is that he is indecisive and lacks resolve. In my oplnion,
he’s correct on both counts. And If he can devour Crimea, and other chunks of Ukraine, then Poland, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuanla, and Moldova, will be next on his menu. ’

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! G#

« « Terrorists, What Terrorists? A Second Contract with America » »

Navigate Latest Blog Posts Contact Info
Meet Steve Nov | What You Need to Know About the {513) 662-8000
steve's Blog 03 | Republican Tax Cut Bill
Join Steve Nov | So Who's Winning? The Russians, ChabotCups@ChabotforCongress.com
News 0L [ That's Who.
Issues 2300 Montana Ave, Suite 306,
1st District Oct | Multiple Sclerosis Cincinnati, OH 45211
25

hup://stevechabot.com/blog/back-from-ukraine/
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Steve's Blog

The Two Stupidest Comments of the Year
July 23rd, 2014 Posted by Steve

I’'m not going to say they rank up there with “we’ve got to pass the bill to find out what'’s in It” {Nancy Pelosi)
or “read my lips, no new taxes” (George H. W. Bush) or “peace for our time” {British Prime Minister Nevllle
Chamberlain) but the two quotes I'm going to discuss this week are easily the stupidest statements made so far
this year.

Id first to like to nominate President Obama’s relatively new press spokesman, Josh Earnest (at least he's got a ]% Steve Chabot
o 337 os

good name.) Earnest claimed that the Obama Administration has brought “tranquility” to the “global
community” TRANQUILITYI? ——————

Ohama's foreign policy has subistantially
intproved the, uh, you Know, the - the .
TﬂﬂNOUllITY of the Glohal Community. Bathe hrélolyourfnendslollkolhls

tidy Justo bamest Thily 19, 2014) ..m‘:'k . :
e .- ."i
L/H/ o ¥ . 8 “ - k

GAZA, SYRIA, IRAQ, IRAN, lIBYﬂ'\“& ‘

b
ATGHANISTAN, UKRAINE the: L § .
SOUTH CHINA SEAY the r\mnw ”(”

BORDER, and V/ORLDWIOE
MUS[IM TERRORISAY? 7

’ wr.:,rl/[dnn.c»\m S A\ .qu Y4

‘ Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts
c R nc K P I P E o What You Need to Know About the Republican
Tax Cut Bill

o Multiple Sclerosis

o Atthe Border

o So Who's Winning? The Russlans, That's Who.
o Republican Disgruntlement

o S0 How Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

Let’s take a look at “tranquility” on the world scene under the Obama Administration.

ISIS Is on the march in Iraq, which has gone from relative stability when Obama took over the reins from
George W. Bush, to resembling a carcass being-torn apart by Al-Qaeda-aligned ISIS and our number one enemy,
Iran. .

Syria continues to be a cauldron of death and misery, where Bashar al Assad remains in control of at least some
of this so-called country, and Al-Qaeda-linked groups control most of the rest where they're busy raping,
pillaging, murdering, and persecuting what's left of the Christian community, and imposing sharia law.
Obama’s much scoffed at “red line” there is only remembered when America’s enemies in the region are

http://stevechabot.com/blog/the-two-stupidest-comments-of-the-year/
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reminiscing about the once great, once feared, United States of America. The reality is that as a result of the
Obama Administration’s feckless policies, America’s friends no longer trust us, and our enemies no longer fear
us.

Hamas has been firing rocket after rocket from Gaza into Israel for months now. israel has finally had enough,
and after targeting Hamas rocket launch sites with planes and artillery, has now faunched a ground offensive
into Gaza. Secretary of State John Kerry's mission to bring peace to the israeli-Palestinian conflict was a total
fallure. It's war, although probably of a relatively short duration.

+ BEASOMOPCHtomns 820 7 Q1) by DUka by

China Is flexing Its muscle in the South China Sea, bullying its neighbors, and sea skirmishes between naval
vessels and fishing boats have been occurring more and more regularly. Although it hasn't attracted much
attention in the world press, it’s China vs Vietnam and Japan and South Korea and Talwan and the Philippines.
$0 much for President Obama‘s famous pivot from the Middle East to Asia. China is growing its milltary
strength exponentially; the U.S. under Obama Is getting weaker.

A few more instances of tranquility around the globe. Libya, post-Gaddafi, and post the murder of a U.S.

Ambassador, is headlng south fast. 300 innocent Nigerian schoolgirls are still in the loving hands of the

murderous terror group, Boko Haram. Iran still marches towards possessing nuclear weapons, despite the
sham negotiations currently taking place. ‘And VIadImnr Putin Is playing the Obama Administration and our

‘ western alfies as patsies, as he sIolebut steadily reconstitutes the utes The former Russian emplre. He's already
grabbed parts o of Georgla, the Crimea andmkralne, and hi§ pro-Russian alllés fiave Jus Just shot
down a Malayslan airliner over Ukraing, killing 298 innocent travelers:~Of cOuTse PTtin’s "comrades are busily

P
glnmng _tales that Ukrainians actually shot the plane ¢ down when they were allegedly firing at Putln s plane, of

ottt el
at the plane was already y fuil of dead bodias before the plane wasshatdown, in an efaborate plan to blame
—

QRussia for théd dlsasterj

$o much for our tranquit world. Now for the other stupldest comment of the year. The award goes to, none
other than, Democratic Senate Majority Leader, Harry Reid, who last week when referring to the U.S. border
with Mexico, declared that "the border is secure.” WHATI?

IF HARRY REIDLIVED INARVZ 11y

e Lk
right.

p v The horder s secure.” BT

A T Tl e e e

What planet does this guy live on? Has he watched anything on TV. or read a newspaper recently? We've got
tens of thousands of unaccompanied children flooding into America across our border with Mexico, and “the

huip://stevechabot.com/blog/the-1wo-stupidest-comments-of-the-year/
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border is secure?” Unbelievable. It’s hard to take Harry Reld seriously anymore.

| THE "BORDER IS SECURE"

Unfortunately, many Americans aren’t even aware that Senalor Reld made this inane declaration, because
much of the press didn’t even report it. If a Republican had made such a provably inaccurate comment, it.
would have been covéred extensively. Remember Todd Aliln?'

Anyway, those are my.nominations for stupidest comments (by politiclans) of the year. Let me know what you
think. -t '

hllp_://slevechabol.comlblogllhe-l\\fo-slupidcs:-commcnls-ol‘ -the-year/

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! G_o
'« « Flooding the Borders; An Importarit Héaring, Whiick You Probably Never Heard About » » !
Mavigate Latest Blog Posts Contact Info
Meet Steve Nov. What'V‘ou Need to Know About the (513) 662-8000
Steve's Blog 08 | Republican Tax Cut Bill
.Joln Steve Nov | So Who's Winning? The Russlans, Chabolcups@Chabotfor_Congress.com.
News 01 | That's Who, \ .
sues - 2300 Montana Ave; Suite 306, Pad for Liy Chahot for Congrass I
1st District ‘Oct | Multiple Sclerosis Cincinnati, OH 45211
25
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Steve's Blog

Hope in India; Fear in the Baltics
August 27th, 2014 Posted by Steve

In my capacity as a senior member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, | just returned from India, Poland and
Lithuania. | was accompanied by Democratic Congressman Lioyd Doggett of Texas and Republican
Congressman Luke Messer of Indiana. {I've known Congressman Doggett for nearly 20 years as we were both
first elected In 1994.)

India is the world’s largest democracy, has four times the population of the United States, and is expected to
pass China as the world’s most populous nation in the not too distant future. This is a particularly significant
time in U.S. - India relations, as the Indian people just elected a new leader, Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Modi ran on 3 platform of economic growth and good governance {india has long been plagued by corruption
and stifling bureaucracy), and there seems to be a prevalling confidence that he may be just the right leader
there at the right time. He was previously a quite successful chief minister (simllar to 3 governor) of the indian
state of Gujarat. it is hoped that he’li bring the same skilis he displayed in Gujarat to all of india.

Since India is becoming a8 more and more important trading partner to the United States, his success could be
positive for the United States, particularly in the area of economic growth and job creation. India Is also seen
3s an important counterweight to China, the United States’ probable principal rival on the world’s stage over
the next century. The U.S. ~ India relationship Is considered to be a “strategic partnership,” but only time will
tell whether our relationship with india will be as positive as it should be. it needs to be handled right.

http://stevechabot.com/blog/hope-in-india-fear-iri-the-baltics/

Steve's Blog
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Next, Eastern Europe. § had traveled to Ukraine, with Deriocratic Congressman steve Lynch of Massachusetts, )
¢Baciin May, shortly after Russia grabbed Crimea. Putin has since shifted his attention to.other.eastern
(BSirtiont of Ukiaine. Ukralne’s neighbors, particularly Poland and the Baltic countries {Estonia, Latvia, and |

¢Lihan|3); 31 of whom had been behind the communist iror curtal Gniil the fail of the former.Soviet tnion in )

e " e ————r ettt —
(1989, feel threatened by Putin's aggresslon and refusal to recognize international boundaries. Our Eulgpe_g_nj
¢NATO 3IffEs’, 3nd the Obama Administration’s response 1o this aggression, was in my view, and in the view of )
£ e R - B )
‘many_foreigi policy experts,.embarrassingly. weak.
‘w’-

While in Ukraine, we met with the Ukralnian Prime Minister. He made it abundantly clear that whereas they
appreciated what help the Obama Administration had given them {not much), their survival and that of thelr
neighboring democracies need our, and NATO's, help.

On our way back from India, Congressmen Messer and Doggett and | spent several days in Poland and
Lithuania. We first met with our embassy teams in both Warsaw and Vilnius to get the most up-to-date
assessment of the situation on the ground in each country, and then met with representatives of the Polish and
Lithuanian governments, including the Deputy Foreign Minister of Poland, and the Foreign Minister of
Lithuania, the Prime Minister of Lithuania, and Members of the Lithuanian Parliament.

WME?e'rh'iﬁ'Pmnd Lithuania that Putin will coninue his dangerous aggression unless )
hei?c-énvinceg that the West will stand up.to hir_n_.)Both Poland and Lithuania would like to have a permanent
American military presence in thelr countries. This Is something Congress and the Obama Administration need
to have serlous discussions about. We should Insist that all our NATO allies devote more of their budgets 1o
strengthening their own defenses, so they’re less dependent on the United States for their security.

Also, most European countries are far too dependent on Russian sources of energy, making them subject to
economic blackmall. Lithuania, for example, gets 100% of its natural gas from Russia, and 60% of Its electricity.

Leaders in both countrles said they'd far prefer to buy LNG {liquefied natural gas) from the United States. We
have this in abundance and the Obama Administration and Congress should work together to modernize our
existing rules and regulations which make exporting this product virtually impossible at the present time.
Thousands and thousands of good paying American jobs can be created if we're smart about this.

hutp://stevechabot.com/blog/hope-in-india-fear-in-the-baltics/
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On a more somber note, while in Poland, we drove from the capitol, Warsaw, to the Nazi death camp of
Treblinka, about 60 miles outside the city. From July 1942 to' August 1943, 900,000 lives, mostly Jewish, were
exterminated at Treblinka by Hitler and his murderers. And In Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, we spent about
an hour with a 92-year-old su'rvlvor, in what was the jewish ghetto until virtually every Jewish man, woman,
and child were exterminated. Her mother, father, sister, and every one.of her relatives was killed. She was one
of the only occupants of the ghetto who escaped, and joined the partisan underground fighting the Germans

until the end of the war. It was incredibly moving to listen to this 92-year-old woman, who witnessed firsthand
the most horrific event in mankind’s history.

And finally, in Vilnius we spent about an hour with Democratic Senator Bill Nelson of Florida, who wason a
different CODEL {Congressional Delegation.) We principally discussed our impressions from our separate
meetings with various government officials, and what the U.S. response should be to Russian aggression. it's
good to see representatives of both political parties able to rationally discuss matters important to our nation.

One interesting fact about Senator Nelson. He was only the second United States Senator to fly on the Space
Shuttle {the first was Senator Jake Garn of Utah.) Senator Nelson returned to Earth on the Space Shuttle
Columbia, just ten days before the Challenger exploded shortly after takeoff. The Columbia, on which the
Senator traveled, was also lost several years later, when it broke apart across the United States, killing all the
crew.

| asked him If there was anything that stuck out in his mind about his flight. He said he’ll always remember
looking down at the earth, and it was mostly blue, and very beautiful. He went on to say that he could see
earth’s continents and oceans and thought aboit there being no borders visible, and that it seemed a shame
so many people down there divide themselves into different groups, and are so often fighting with each other.
Interesting thought.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! _G¥

« « Hillary vs. Obama "We don’t have a strategy” » »

r P foe by Coans v Cugress
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Sorry, You're On Your Own
September 24th, 2014 Posted by Steve

———

(Ukrame s recently elected President, Petro Poroshenko, addressed a joint session of Congress last Thursday.

—— ---—_._._.——"“' . e et e e g — T
He gave an’| |mpassloned speech asking for U.STHelp against Russia's Viadimir PGtin, WHo has already annexed
s ki

Ukraine’s cﬂmean region, and Is attempting to gobble up 3 additional portions of @astern Ukraine,

1 Steve Chabol
Z_-: Kilgi:H

President Poroshenko also met with President Obama in the Oval Office, where he desperately sought military

equipment, specifically weapons, so Ukraine can defend herself from the Russian juggernaut. What he got

from Obama, was the back of his hand. Obama refuses to provide weapons, because he, and some of our

European NATO allies, fear that this would provoke Russia. Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts

o What You Need to Know About the Republican
Tax Cut Bill

o Multiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

© S0 Who's Winning? The Russians, That's Who.
o Republican Disgruntiement

o So How Wil the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

herself with appropriate weaponry isn't g gomg to provoke an alread'y' hungry and aggressm Russian bear, but it ]
e ——— A T —— o, ot —wn. oo

dlimlghl be enough’t'o‘ﬁéla'lt—at'BW'Bullles ike Putin understand and respect power; they take advantage of)

d prey upon weakness. |

Baloney! SThe Russians have been aggressively attacking Ukraine for months now. Helping Ukraine defend l

The Obama Administration has agreed to assist Ukraine with so-called non-lethal items, like uniforms, tents,
MRE’s {meals ready to eat), and blankets, but no weapons. Ukraine’s President, Poroshenko, thanked the
Obama Administration for the offered items, but added “one cannot win a war with blankets.” And of course,
he’s right.

President Obama meanwhile last week attended yet another of the many political fundraisers he’s devoted so
much of his time to, this time in Marytand. (While speaking at the event, Obama commented “what happensin }

@krame doesn’t pose 3 direct threat to us.” ,:n

?’ his is both naive, and short-sighted. V|ad|m|r Putin is in the process of reconstituting the.old.Soviet empu;e
He-willl.continue.to.push._as long as he believes he can get away with it. He's smart, and cunning, amﬂ
relentless.

hitp://stevechabot.com/blog/sorry-youre-on-your-own/ -



The Obama-created power vacuum around the world Is dangerous, not-only to freedom-loving peoples across
the globe, but uitimately to the United States itself. When the U.S. leads, the world is a saler place. When we
“lead from behind®, or fail to lead at all, not only is the world a more dangerous place, but Americans are less
safe. | only wish this Administration understood that.

Post Script: In less than a week (Tuesd'ay, September 30th), the third quarter of this campaign cycle ends. All
Congressional candidates (including me) must report how much we've raised for our Congressional campaigns.
If you haven't given yet, or you're able to give a little more, I'd greatly appreciate your help. You can make a
secure online contribution by cli’ckln'g_ here, or you can send.a check to Chabot for Congress, 632 Vine Street,
Suite 805, Cincinnati, OH 45202. Thanks so much. See you next week.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! "G
« « War President Why India Matters » »
1
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Obama’s Last State of the Union Address: What He SHOULD Have Said
January 13th, 2016 Posted by Steve

“well this is it, America. The last time I'll have the opportunity to come before a joint session of Cangress, and
address the nation, in prime time. And I've decided to do something different. I'm going to turn off my
teleprompter, and not read that speech that my crack staff and polisters and wordsmiths have been working on
the last few months. They had put together a legacy list of my accomplishments over the last seven years, and
a laundry list of things I'd propose doing over the upcoming year, knowing full well that this stuff had no

chance of getting through Congress. IC JaRs Sl?‘lf’ Chabol

-1 337 ines

Instead of that, I’m golng to do something completely different. Something | honestly haven’t done in a long
time - I’'m going to level with you. I'm going to tell you the complete truth, with the hope that maybe | can
salvage what'’s left of my presidency, that offered so much hope and change when it began. u“ p.'.

Ba the first of your friends to like this

Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts

) o What You Need to Know About the Republican
Okay, here goes. It is truly a dangerous world out there.. | really didn’t believe that when | took over. | thought Tax Cut Bill

most of the world’s problems were that we, the United States, just threw our weight around too much. That if
we'd just talk more to the so-called ‘bad guys’ around the world, not isolate them, | could reason with them.
The leaders in Iran, Cuba, Russia, and North Korea for example acted the way they did because of the way we
treated them. 1 don’t want to simplify this too much, but basically if we were nicer to them, they would be
nicer to us.

o Multiple Sclerosis

o Atthe Border

o So Who's Winning? The Russians, That's Who.
o Republican Disgruntiement

- . © So How Will the New Republican Tax Plan

Boy did [ miss the boat on that one. The truth is, we treated them the way we did, because of the long term Affect You?
actions of their leaders. They were pariah because they treated thelr neighbors, and their own people, so

poorly. And I've come to realize that if the United States doesn’t lead, no one else will. My so-called ‘leading

from behind’ strategy, just didn’t work. | never liked that label, but it was accurate. | wish I'd followed the

example of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and.Ronald Reagan on this, but | didn’t. And I'm sorry.

[
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Let me give you one specific example of how I‘m going to change. We‘ve got this nut-case leader of North
Korea, Kim Jung Un, and his father and granyfather before hlrﬁ, who've been provoking us, and the rest of the
world, for far too long. His latest stunt is to set off another nuclear device that he claims was a hydrogen
bomb. And he has missiles which could probably reach the United States. Now short of sending American
troops, and getting a lot of them killed, the only real way of exerting pressure on Kim is through China. China
provides most of North Korea’s food and fuel. But China refuses to really do anything to get North Korea to

back off. All we get is lip service from China.

So I'm announcing this evening that | am sending my Secretary of State to both Japan and South Korea, to
enter into immediate negotiations. The purpose of these talks will be to discuss the feasibility, and potential
timeframe, of each of these countries developing defensive nuclear weapons programs themselves. Now |
know China will strenuously object to this proposal, as will obviously North Korea. But it is the only thing
which has any chance of motivating China to pressure North Korea to abandon its nuclear program. And North
Korea must abandon that program, for the security of the United States, and the rest of the world. 1 am firm In
my commitment to this new initiative.

Okay, a few other foreign affairs issues. With respect to Iran, | was way too optimistic about them. | really
wanted to stop their nuctear weapons program. So | pushed for a deal with them. And even though Congress
and the American people were against it,  signed it anyway. Now they're already testing missie systems which
prove to me that they have no intention of complying with the agreement. So I’'m going to declare that they
are in violation of the agreement, and ask Congress to work with me to impose even stronger sanctions. |
should have worked with Congress in the first place, rather than circumvented them. After all, they are the
elected representatives of the American people.

Now with respect to Rii$sia} I sholild Fave Iearned from my predecessor’s mlslake George Bu Bush famously )
Looked into Viadimir Putin's eyes 2nd said he could see into his soul. He thought he was somebody he could
1 work with. Then Putin| mvaded the independent country of Georgia, seiz2lng the Georglan teglons of South

Ossetia and Abkhazia

‘Rath er than bemg wary of Punn, I'sent Ty first Secretary of State, Hillary Clintgn, 1o push her famous ‘reset’]
utton with Russia’s forelgn minister Sergey Lavrov. Thien | canceled our defensive missile programs in Poland
R ——— e M T e e
Eand the Czech Republic, ¢ $0 as not to offend Russia. unfortunately not only did we make ourselves and our
——-——-—-‘-’-
allies more vulnerable to Iranian incoming missiles, and mal Take our ailies like PaIand ang the Czech Republic

question the wisdom of of relying an our commitment, but it sent a clear message to Putin early In my presldency__]
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Qgt'we-eould-be-pus'hed'aroT:ﬁB."l"r'n'ifraid that resulted in Putin's brazenly invading UKFaine, annexing ).

«Crimea, and-propplifg-Up-Assad 1n‘Syria. Unfortunately, with only -3.year It in my presidency-l-don’tknowy,

(WhatTo,do to truly reset our current relationship with RUSska™1'guess 'l iave to iave that to Trump. Oops)
P TP e? p——r ——— el ettt Sl e | =

(s0Tty._Don’t read anything into" hat.<l guess 1 sHould have.said HIllATyAfter all, even though I'm trying to be
honest here, I'm still a Democrat.

And with respect to ISIS, | have to take responsibility for its very existence. Many brave Americans, and Iraqis
who fought beside us, had given their fives to prevail In Iraq. A fairly stable situation had been attained after .
the success of the so-called surge. Virtually all my mllitary advisors had strongly recommended that after the
war In Iraq had been won, a small contingency force of 10,000 to 20,000 traops be kept in iraq to secure the
peace. Of course we'd done this in Europe following WWII and in Korea following that conflict. But 1'd made a
campaign promise that I'd pull our troops out of Iraq, and that was more important to me at the time than the
security of our nation. | made a terrible mistake. it resulted in a power vacuum that was filled by the likes of
ISIS.

So this evening, I'm announcing that rather than continue with the token military action I've ordered thus far,
with limited air strikes, we’re going to destroy ISIS. After all, their poisonous ideology Is spreading over the
Internet to terrorists around the world - from Parls, to San 8ernardino, to Philadelphia just this past weekend.
We've got to stop this cancer. And it begins now.

Now as to changes in my domestic polictes..”

{Unfortunately, due to the fact that President Obama's speech went on for an hour, and | strive to take no
more than a few minutes of my faithful blog readers’ precious time each week, | had to cut the President off
there. See you next week.)

1f you enjoyed this posl; please consider sharing itl . G+

« « Is the Republican Party About io Split?
Obama Poisons the Well - Then Complains that there’s No Water to Drink » »
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Putin is Making Obama Look Like A Schmuck
April 20th, 2016 Posted by Steve

Everybody seemed to think that Donald Trump was going to win blg in New York yesterday — and he did. And
most people thought that Hilary Clinton was going to beat Bernie Sanders in New York, the state she
represented for 8 years In the United States Senate, and she did, although not quite as huge.

But to be honest with you, 'm a little tired of talking about, and writing about, the presidential race. A number
of the candidates are driving me 3 littie nuts with some of the things they're saying, and doing, and claiming,
and accusing thelr opponents of.

TRUNP

THE WORST
KIND OF
POLITICIAN

So | decided to take a break from the campaign this week. To write about something entirely different for a

change, and something that's important. And that's that Russia’s Viadimir Putin Is running circles around our
(P_res_l_dgnt, Barack Obama. Eating his lunch. And not only Is it embarrassing for Barack Obama, but it's

@gggerous for our COUNTY:

bitp:/istevechabot com/blog/putin-is-making-obama-look-like-a-schmuck/
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Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts
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The Obama Administration’s bungling of the U.S.-Russian relationship began with then-Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton famously presenting a red button to Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, which she thought

sald “reset,” but actually said, “overcharge.” This was only 3 month-and-a-half Into the Administration, and the

Obama folks were not only signaling that we were the supplicants, but that we were incompetent.([he Obama ]
r O = N .

{Administration’s reset aiso signaled that Russia was going T_g_it_g:_;y_unscathed.wnth.|ls_2008 aggression 7)

(agalnst its nelghbor Georgia, and It's annexW‘e?rgla’s‘sWe‘r‘eu‘g‘ﬁ’ﬁﬁitories of Abkhazia and South Ossetiay

Some months latey, still in the first year of the Obama presidency, it was announced that we were scrapping
our agreement with two key, formerly behind the Iron Curtain allies, Poland and the Czech Republic, to build a
missile defense shield. The shield was to defend us and our European Allies from Iranian missile capabilities,
and when one considers just how bad a deal this Administration negotiated with the Iranians, we sure could
use that missiie shield. Despite the fact that the shield was intended to defend us from bad iranian intentions,
Putin whined that it was a military threat to Russia. The Obama Administration caved, our new Eastern
European allies were thrown under the bus, rightfully feeling betrayed, and vulnerable, and Russia and lran got
what they wanted, and learned that this new American president could be played.

éA,‘nd.who.can.forse( the famous exchange between Barack Obama and outgoing Russian President Dimitry )
et ———— = P ——— S Smms E

Medvedey, when.our Cqm_mander-ln-éﬁi ot realizing that ;En_tg_rq_ was picking up his every word, assured
CMedv_eg_,ey_t_ba_t_Qbama would have "more flexibility” to cave In'éven more in the future, once he got the pesky

- ————e Y STt - . "
{upcomingeléction out of the way. Medvedev responded, " 'will transmit this Information to Viadimir.”
-~ '—*—__—___'-"—‘_

| figured tlnt your election,
Barack, I'd have more flexibility.

v
ThrPragteslube com

{(ITemember ter;!:jr__\g at the time, this is one of the most outrageous things I've ever heard a President say. He )
{wasessen ﬁillﬁ'e'illng_nussl_a, et me get réelécted; and then I'lIséll outmy country. Mitt Romney attempted to )

(VsE Obama'$ giffe (3 atf& of course béing when a fliticlan In Washington tells the truth), but got little
e e . . P - =_'—’__t
{iniledge outof-it-Rominey Was too busy, defending himself from his own “47%" gaffe. I'm still amazed thi_\

(Obafagot-away With'saying soimething 5o outrageousy

Around the same time, Obama was busy playing Hamlet with respect to Syria. Should he authorize the use of
military force in Syria, or not? After hemming and hawing.for months, he finally announced that the use of
chemical weapons by Syria was the red line. Use chemical weapons, and we're coming to get you. “Chemical
weapons...being utilized...that would change my calculation.” Secretary of State Hillary Clinton joined in, saying,
*“and everyone has made it clear to the Syrian regime, that {the use of chemical weapons) is a red line for the
world.”

htip://stevechabot.com/blog/putin-is-making-obama-look-like-a-schmuck/
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Of course Syria did use chemical weapons, sarin gas specifically, killing hundreds and hundreds of people. And
despite what the Obama Administration had said they'd do, they did nothing. ePutirLsaw an opportunity to
boost-Russian prestige, so he stepped In with a Russlan plan'for Syria to tuen_its, chemlcal weapons over to

Citirernational control. in essence, Putin bailed out a dithering Barack Obama. Putin appeared decisiv decuswe, and
\,__,_ — T ——

e o T et g g
{tormidable0bama appeared ‘indecisive, and weak, and lost. 5

K OU UskD
(AU av SYRIA.

2l

And then there’s Ukraine. By this time, Putin had had plenty of opportunities to take the measure of Barack
Qbama. Putin knew he could do virtually anything, and there’d be a nonchalant response by the Obama
Administration, but no real action. He knew that our NATO allies were so dependent on Russian energy
supplies, that they wouldn’t risk any real action agalnst Russia elther. Besides, what European military forces
are there nowadays? Very few of the NATO countries spend anywhere near the 2% of GDP that they're:
committed to spending for their militaries. NATO is arguably a hollowed-out paper tiger. Putin knows this.
Maybe not obsolete, as Donald Trump was roundly criticized for saying. But certainly not the finely-tuned
machine that was envisioned to protect the free countries of Europe from becoming like their Eastern
European brethren behind what Winston Churchill hagd aptly named an Iron Curtain.

(\ masked by the goodwill of the Sochi OIympIc games, Putin decided to make his move agamsﬂus former )
vassal. slale,glgame _Putin.began, by mvadmg Crlmea then holdlng _'Eogus Teferendum. vote, which he used as L
ap excuse to outnght annex Crlmea The West Iamely mte_ﬂed but agam in did niothing. Russlm@

Mn into Eastern Ukraine for several years now. The Ukraumans have fought bravely, but they are

utgunned: The'Qbama Administeation has sent blankets and MRE'S (meals ready to eat) but still refuges_ to '

.——--—-"'-—-‘_H_‘-
(:prov'lde what- Ukralne really fieeds, sophisticaled wéapons so they ave a fighting chance to defend themsel']

http://stevechabot.com/blog/putin-is-making-obama-look-like-a-schmuck/ 35



In the last several years, I've traveled to Ukraine, and to Poland, and the Baltic nations, Latvia, Lithuania, and
Estonia. I've met with my counterpéns in their parliaments, I've met with presidents and prime ministers, and
generals, and soldiers, and ambassadors, and our country teams at our embassies, throughout the region @
m\vmlﬁ'lon Is’lﬁé’l‘ﬁl—e's-e—n_atnqns, our allies, are scared to death of what Russia will do next, and for good']
reason. Russia could move wﬁWﬁh the umm‘iﬁnmas, or ethnically Russian sympathizers
(aTready within these countries, or by a combination of all lhes_g_t_a_c_hcsj‘?:ﬁﬁlly a?ETnVﬁme"And there’s'reaso

to believe that-the West's response w would.be = not much. And whether or not that’s true, Putin has every
(reason to  believe-that.it.IS true. And it’s my belief that he will do virtually whatever he belleves’ e can g get
e —

oI

I f\l!}}f.i

All you have to do is ook at what Putin did last week. Russian fighter jets made simulated attacks on an
American warship in international waters, coming dangerously close to the ship. Then just days later, Russian
fighters did the same thing again, this time making 2 threatening run at a U.S. reconnaissance plane in -
Iinternational alrspace, coming within Just feet q'f hitting our plane. This provocative and dangerous behavior
would never have occurred if Putin believed he was dealing with a truly capable and determined

Administration.

The bottom line is, due to the Obama Administration’s intentional withdrawal from America’s traditional
leadership role, there Is a power vacuum around the globe. And that vacuum is being filled by bad actors{from
China buliding 1s1ands In the South China Sea, to the cancerous growth of ISISTA the Middle East followlng the ]

anthg@yﬂa_llu_s_tmk in E38téfn Europe and elsewrmfa_cﬁ?sj
Sre on the march.’And the Obama Admimistration watches passively a5 the parade goes by, sitting on the
sidelines. Contemplating the really important issues, like climate change.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! G

hitp://stevechabot.com/blog/putin-is-making-obama-look-like-a-schmuck/
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Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia
August 17th, 2016 Posted by Steve

Folks, I’'m taking a break from the presidential election this week. Not talking about Trump. Not talking about
Hillary. Not going to analyze the latest allegation against either candidate, Not going to critique the mainstream
press’s latest example of bias against Trump, or in favor of Hillary (oops, couldn’t help myself...)

l:‘-i!ﬁﬁ';Sleve Chabot
14 8% e

p—r—-ri—y

Like Page Share

Be the first of your friends to like this

What | am going to talk about this week, is a part of the world, which is often ignored by much of the rest of
the world./And that’s despite the fact that this Tegion, could playa critical role in the ongoing conflict belwee?] . :
(;'j’v‘i‘l|(.z’aﬁon and radical Islam, East v West, and-putin's attémpt to reconsiitute the forifier Soviet Urilon) That Steve’s Most Popular Blog Posts

: ’
region is the Caucasus. o What You Need to Know About the Republican
’ Tax Cut Bill

o Multiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

o S0 Who's Winning? The Russlans, That’s Who.
© Republican Disgruntlemerit

o SoHow Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

The Caucasus sits at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. It lies between the Black Sea and the Casplan Sea. it
consists of parts of Iran, Turkey, and Russia {(including Chechnya and Dagestan); and all of the nations of
Azerbaljan, Georgla, and Armenia. It's a very tough neighborhood.

~
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In my capacity as a senior member of the Forelgn Affairs Committee, and Chairman of the House Small
Business Commiittee, | just returned yesterday from visiting Azerbaljan, Georgia, and Armenia. The purpose of
the mission was to assess the current status of U.S. relations with each of these nations, including economic,
political, military, and national security Issues. | learned a lot, and thought I'd share it with you.

My first stop, Azerbaljan. First a few facts about Azerbaijan. Like Georgia, and Armenia, Azerbaijan was behind
the Iron Curtain (a part of the former Soviet Union), until 1991. It’s a secular Shia Muslim nation of about 10
million people. Azerbaljan is about the size of Malne. One of our principal interests in Azerbaijan for decades
has been that they are a major oll and natural gas producer. Since much of the oil under the land has already
been exploited, most of the current and future drilling will be off thelr shore in the Caspian Sea. And the
United States is working with Azerbaijan to bulld pipelines to allow oil and gas to be plped directly to Europe.
Otherwise, our.European.allies will continue to be 50 dependent upon Russian sources of energy, that they are
@a:si_l-y.m%emn!s.lhreat_tgy_;_oﬁ their source oi' energy if they_sl_a-;\;i_hp with the _l.J_r_li,ted.Statesl
against Putins bullying.

Having been under the Soviet Union’s domination for nearly 80 years, Azerbaijan still has some Soviet bad
habits, such as corruption, a not-so-indepeﬁdent judicial system, insufficlent rule of law, lack of transparency,
and bureaucracy, (even worse than ours.) After first discussing these issues in detail with our Ambassador, and
our Embassy personnel, | raised them in a meeting | had with Azerbaijan’s President, Ilham Aliyev.

1 also met with Azerbaijan’s Minister of Oefense, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of the Economy, and the
American Chamber of Commerce, among others. At all these-meetings, | thanked Azerbaijan for standing side
by side with the United States and our NATO allies, In sending Azhiri troops to Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan.

htip://stevechabot.com/blog/azerbaijan-georgia-and-armenia/
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One final point about Azerbaijan. They have been in an ongoing dispute with their neighbor Armenia, over a
portion of Azerbaijan which was lost in a conflict with Armenia, called Nagorno-Karabakh, about 25 years ago.
Fighting breaks out here every few years, most recently in April of this year, when approximately 200 Azhiris
and Armenians were killed. Putin has now stepped In and Is trying to broker a deal. Omﬁ'ﬁn

!operates !s to look for weakness or Instability, and explonl it for_his own purposes. Wé should Keep a close eye)
on this,

Next, Georgia {the country of course, not the state.) First, a little background on Georgia. Like Azerbaijan,
Georgia gained its freedom from the former Soviet Union in 1991. It's a nation approximately the size of West
Virginia, and has 3.7 million people. Its capital is Tbilisl. They claim to be the most pro-American nation on
earth (although | have traveled to a few other nations who make that same claim, such as Albania.) Rutin I@
-—-ﬂ-"-——_
dgen trying to bring Georgna back into Russia’s sphere of influence for some time now. Slmllar to Putm S i
ggresslon In Ukraine in taklng over r Crimea, he invaded G Georgla back in 2008 , taking over two yregions o)
Georgia = Abkhazia and South Ossetia, which together constituted 20% of Georg Georgia's termory-

e e e IR =L L,

1 had a slew of meetings while In Georgia, but without doubt, the most important was with their head of state,
Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili. Georgia is strongly seeking our and NATO’s support to stand up to the
Russians, and | think they should have it. They are one of our allies that is actually living up to their
commitment to us. For example, they have sent more of their soldiers per capita to fight with us in
Afghanistan, than any of our other allies. And unlike most of our allies, who have failed to meet the NATO
requirement that they devote at least 2% of their GDP to military spending (only S of the 28 NATO members
meet that commitment), Georgia has met the 2% requirement. And that’s even though Georgia hasn’t yet
been officially admitted into NATO. They ought to be.

hl.lp:IIstcvcchabol.comlbloglnzerbai ijan-georgia-and-armenia/
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Last, but not least, Armenia. And as | did with the other two countries, first some basic information on
Armenia. It’s about the size of Maryland, and has a population of approximately 3 million. Interestingly,
Armenia Is said to be the first nation to formally adopt Christianity, which occurred in the early part of the 4th
century. Also interestingly, Mt. Ararat, where Noah according to the 8ible landed his ark and all those animals,
can be seen from Armenia’s capital, Yerevan. Mt. Ararat Is the symbol of Armenia and is on its coat of arms, but
is now lacated in Turkey. That's because Turkey took Mt. Ararat along with other Armenian territory In the
Turkish-Armenian War in 1921.

While in Armenla, | met with a whole range of Armenian officials, from the Minister of Defense {comparable to
our Secretary of Defense), to the Minister of Economics, to a group of Parliamentarians, and so on. The subject
that came up over and over was Nagorno-Karabakh, Of course their view on the topic is exactly the opposite of
the way Azerbaijan sees it. And here’s the concern Georgia should have. Azerbaijan has significant oil and
natural gas reserves. Georgia does not. Azerbaijan is therefore spending a great deal of their oil and gas money
on rapidly building up their military. Georgia is not going to be able to keep up with this. So what should the
U.S. do? We should do everything we can to help keep both sides talking, rather than shooting at each other.
Otherwise, another even fiercer war, one that could greatly destabllize the whole region, is a real possibility.

stopAWAR

Another topic that's at the forefront of Armenian thoughts, actually occurred 100 years ago — the Armenian
Genocide. 1.5 million Armenians were slaughtered at the hands of the Ottoman Empire {(modern day Turkey.)
There were of course atrocities committed on both sides. Armenia has been trying to get the mass killings
recognized by the world as a "genocide”, but Turkey has strongly resisted this over-the years. Hitler is alleged to
have said, while contemplating the extermination of the Jéws, “Who still talks nowadays of the extermination
'of the Armenians?”

hutp://stevechabot.com/blog/azerbaijan-georgia-and-armenia/
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Our relationship with Armenia cdn, at times, be quite fruslrating.an'm'c'ula'rly-disam!'ptalnI ting'was'thelr!votel.a!!

2236 U R SALL

Thanks for taking the time to read this week’s biog, which may have takena while to get through. I hope you've
learned a thing or two, as | did spending the last week in this challenging part of the world.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing itl
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The Inaugural Address Donald Trump Should Give {But Probably Won’t)
January 18th, 2017 Posted by Steve

My fellow Americans. Thank you for the confidence you've shown in electing me your 45th President.  fully
realize that half the nation would have preferred someone else being sworn In today - actually 2 little more
than half, especially in California. In light of this, it’s my commitment to you, that | intend to truly be, President

of ALL the people, whether you voted for.me or not.

Like Page

e ———

Our nation has been too divided, for too long. Often during campaigns nowadays, things are said, charges are
made, which are untrue, unfair, and unnecessary. It happens on bath sides. And it must stop. And it’s up to me
to set an example.
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As you may know, | have a reputation for never apologizing. or admitting | was wrong — about anything. Well I'd
like to turn over a new leaf, and acknowledge where | have been wrong. It's not easy for me, but here goes.

1 said some pretty insensitive things over the course of the last campaign. Some of my supporters probably
agreed with some of the things | said. But mostly 1 think my supporters were willing to overlook some pretty
stupid comments, because they were so dissatisfied with the lack of leadership in Washingtan, and especially
dissatisfied with the candidate the other party was offering. So my supporters stuck with me, even though they
may not have agreed with, or liked, what | said.
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Anyway, I'd like to apologize for some of the things that, as i look back now, | shouldn’t have said. For example,
1 shouldn’t have labeled Mexican immigrants with the broad brush of being criminals and raplists. There
obviously are some who are. But it was unfair to the vast majority, who are merely seeking a better life for
themselves and their families. That being said, we're still going to build a wall. A great wall. A beautiful wall.
Although 1 have to admit, it might be a little tougher to find a credible way to get Mexico to pay for it. But I'm
working on it, ' :

And related to immigration, shortly after that dastardly attack on innacent Americans in San Bernardino by ISIS
sympathizers, | called for a total ban on Muslims entering the United States. Well it seemed like a good Idea at
the time, and a lot of people agreed with me. It probably even helped me in the polls. But it was wrong to
brand a whole group of people, or a3 whole religion, for the actions of a minority.

Donald J. Trump is
caflling for a tatal and
complete shutdown of
muslims entering the

United States until our
'

”countA/'s
representatives can
figure out what the
hell is going on. /i~ -

As many of you know, my Initial position evolved over time to something | later called extreme vetting of
people from unstable places having a high degree of terror, like Syria and Libya and Iraq. | am committing my
administration to playing a far greater leadership role in stabilizing those types of places, so people won't feel
it's necessary to flee from their home countries in the first place. This also goes for unstable areas in our own

' hemisphere, like Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador. Less than optimal conditions in Central and South

America have resulted in tens of thousands of unaccompanied minors showing up at our southern border. The
Obama Administration has welcomed this onslaught of illegal immigrants, some prefer the label of
undocumented workers, but whatever they’re called, | intend to do what’s necessary to get our borders under
control and protect our nation. : '

http://stevechabot.com/blog/the-inaugural-address-donald-trump-should-give-but-probably-wont/
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A few more things | regret saying. In referring to POWSs, | said | preferred people who weren’t captured. That
was just wrong, and | never shoulg have said it. We must honor our POWs, and for that matter, all who have
served..And even though John McCain gets under my skin sometimes, he most definitely IS a hero.

And speaking of someone else who gets under my skin ~ Ted Cruz — and no, | don‘t serlously think his father
had anything to do with the Kennedy assassination. That was Just crazy talk. One of my campaign people had
seen something claiming this in a National Enquirer story. | should have considered the source, and ignored it.
So to Ted Cruz, and to his father, | apologize.

PROVE N Ce.

Now there has been a lot of concern expressed by some, that I'm too close to the Russians. They go so far as

clalmlng _tﬂa_t_!_gw_i my win to Russia’s intervention. There’s no validity to this. And whereas | do belleve the
U.S. a and Rusilg_t_:guld both benekt fram better relations, | want to send a clear message to Viadimir Putin. Even

though | believe N'A-T_(_) ;é:ads a considerable upgrading, the U.S. under my administration.ls.committed to our
‘ be e e

e Y

AnAro "alllanice, and ‘will defend any NATO nation threaténied | by Russia, or by 1SS terro:ﬁ';}
\—‘——"__—

[And ,.Viadimir, I'm giving you 60 days to pull all your tr troops, whether under Russian Insignia,.or.whether |hey re}

your famous Ziittle green men”, from both Crlmmm other parts of eastern Ukraine. ILyou.fail to do 50, | 3
(wﬂl provide sophisticated weapons to to the Uk Ukrainian military, and impose the_harshest.of sanctions on Russia,
among a host of other measures. Don't t&tme. "}
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So, Vlad, if you were pulling forme;thanks.1f yoU want to act like 3 civilized 1éader, in 3 clvilized world, great.

== = e . e —————— .
Wwe'll get afong fine. Bt if you continue to act like the world’s thug, I’ll be your worst enemy. And you should I

(Rave been rooting for Hitary. §

And finally, on the domestic front, I'm fully committed to the goals | talked about during the campaign:
improving the economy, bringing jobs back to America, reforming the tax code, getting rid of Obamacare and
replacing it with something better, and so on. But in retrospect, there’s something | didn’t talk about much.
And that’s getting our fiscal house In order - balancing the budget and starting to pay down our nearly $20
trillion in debt. ) wish 1’d talked about it more during the campaign. | didn’t. But after talking to a lot of folks
whose opinions | respect, I’'m now convinced we’ve got to tackle this problem before it’s too late. So I'm
committing to you, the American pe_op'le, that the budget will be balanced by the time | leave office, or { will
transfer 90% of my assets, including Trump Tower, to the U.S. Treasury to help pay down the national debt.

R

S S

¥

{President Trump’s inaugural address went on for some time after this memorable promise, but in the interest
of respecting your time, ')l stop there. See you next week.)

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! G
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Let’s Keep Our Eye on the Ball
March 8th, 2017 Posted by Steve

The press and the American Left have been chasing their tails for some time now, trying to prove that the
. o et St et meeepeaepit - ¥ e ———

Russians elected Donald Trump presldent.(Yes,:rr_ump does seem to have an odd fondness.for Putin, despite)

{the fact whaiThis former KGB operative is a thug and a murderer. Some have even called it a man crush
e ——

{whatever that is.)
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The latest chapter in this saga occurred over the weekend when President Trump alleged that President
Obama and his intelligence agencies had Trump Tower wire-tapped during the presidential campaign,
presumably to prove some Trump/Russian connection. As usual, FOX News and The Right came to the Trump
Administration’s defense in this flap, the mainstream media and The Left say Trump’s claims are irresponsible
P. 2y Trump P Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts

and outlandish and are a threat to democracy and all that is good.
o What-You Need to Know About the Republican

Tax Cut Bill
o Muiltiple Sclerosls
o Atthe Border
o S0 Who's Winning? The Russians, That’s Who.
o Republican Disgruntlement :
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hannel

1 think we should all calm down, and let the facts take us where they may. But more importantly, i am
concerned that all the political Infighting is a distraction from something far more important. Despite having
signed an agreement with the previous Obama Administration, Iran recently fired several ballistic missiles, one
with a message on it written In Hebrew that read “Israel should be wiped off the earth.” Iran then followed up
several days later firing 3 number of Russian-made surface-to-air-missiles. And if this wasn’t bad enaugh, over
the weekend, lunatic-led North Korea fired off four ballistic missiles, despite the rest of the world’s warnings
not to.

htip://stevechabot.com/blog/lets-keep-our-eye-on-the-ball/ 1/4
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THIS is what we really should be focused on. We very well could be approaching a point where several rogue
nations either have, or soon will have, the abllity and the desire to deliver and detonate a nuclear device on
American soil.

First, some history. During World War Il, the United States and Nazi Germany were secretly racing to be the
first to harness the power of the atom as a weapon. Fortunately the United States won that race, and used the
fearsome device against our then-enemy, Imperial Japan, twice, and thereby saved the lives of perhaps a
million Americans, who would otherwise have been killed trying to take the Japanese homeland by force. Also
fortunately, neither atomic nor hydrogen weapons have so far been used against a foe since 1945 {70+ years.)
1t is the world's ultimate challenge to see that this remains the case.

Hagasaki Hiroshima
There have been a few close calls over the years. The Cuban Missile Crisis is one. The high-wire tension
between India and Pakistan back in 1998, with both sides provocatively detonating test explosions is another.

Shortly after September 11th, President George W. Bush, in a speech before a joint session of Congress (I was
there) famously declared that there was an “Axis of Evil” which had to be dealt with - Iraq, Iran, and North
Korea. He obviously acted {some would argue over-acted) with respect to Iraq, and we saw the overthrow and
subsequent execution of Saddam Hussein.-But Iran and North Korea are still out there -arguably more
dangerous than ever. o

Siln SADDAM EXECUTED

mcals shomn on tagi 1V

With respect to Iran, | would argue that the Obama Administration completely blew it. First of all, shortly after
taking office, Obama scrapped a deal the Bush Administration had reached with our Polish and Czech allies to
locate anti-ballistic missite systems in each country, to protect the United States and our European allies from
lranian inter-continental ballistic missiles. The main reason Obama did this, was to avoid offending Russia - the
very thing Democrats accuse Trump of.

http://stevechabot.com/blog/lets-keep-our-eye-on-the-ball/
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Then Obama entered into the very flawed Iran Deal, which virtually guarantees that iran will have nuclear
weapons in the not-distant future. It of course also allowed $150 billion to flow to the world’s chief supporter
of terrorism, Iran. ’

And as for North Korea, the Obama Administration left the Trump Administration a situation as dangerous as
Iran, if not more so. North Korea has continued to move forward with a nuclear weapons program which will
soon be able to hit the continental United States. North Korean leaders dismissed warnings by Barack Obama,
Just as they did from George Bush and Bil! Clinton before him.

Here’s my recommendation to the Trump Administration. The only country that has any real leverage with
North Korea is China. The key is to convince China to use that leverage on North Korea. And the only thing .
believe that will get China’s attention, is if China’s rivals in the reglon, Japan and South Korea, CONSIDER
establishing nuclear weapons programs themselves. North Korea's provocative actions certainly justify this. |
would advise the Trump Administration to enter into talks with Japan and South Korea about the possibility of
beginning such programs. It's my opinion that such discussions would get China’s attention, and that China
might finally put pressure on North Korea to back off. '

Ny

Interestingly, according to the New York Times, the outgoing president, Barack Obama, told the incoming
president, Donald Trump, that North Korea would be “the most urgent problem” he would face. This is already
proving to be the case.

And thank God that one of President Trump’s predecessors, Ronald Reagan, didn‘t back down in the face of
withering criticism from The Left and the mainstream press when Reagan proposed the development of an

http://stevechabot.com/blog/lets-kcep-our-eye-on-the-ball/
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anti-missile defense system. Reagan called this bullet-hitting-a-bullet effort the Strategic Defense initiative
(SD). His critics derisively referred to It as "Star Wars”, and sald it would never work.’

DEFENDING DEFENSE

Budge! Baities and Star Wars

Well, we've come a long way over the past 30 years in the development of this nuclear defense shield. it may
Just save Seattle, or San Francisco, or Los Angeles from a North Korean attack some day. And it probably
already helped lead to the fall of the former Soviet Union, because our principal foe back then was unable to
keep up with the cost of developing their own counter version of “Star Wars®, and imploded.

SRR . SITE Y RPN T TCY
Tear Down
his Wall

. 3 e

Tg )

The bottom line is, let’s not get distracted by the hysterics of the day (or the latest tweet.) Let’s instead stay
focused on those things which are truly important. And protecting our nation from a nuclear:armed lunatic like
Kim Jong Un, has to be at or near the top of the list.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! Ge
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What Trump Should Tell Putin When They Meet This Week
July 5th, 2017 Posted by Steve

In a couple days, Donald Trump and Viadimir Putin will both be In Hamburg, Germany, for the G-20 Summit. it's
been confirmed that the two leaders will meet there, for the first time since Trump became President.

88t Steve Chabot
7 N4 337 s

What should they talk about? Well a lot of liberals (progressives, Democrats, the mainstream press, whatever

you want to call them), believe that Trump and Putin, or at least their surrogates, have been working together

for some time, first to steal the election last November, and then to cover the whole thing up. So whatever

Trump and Putin actually talk about behind closed doors, it will be assumed by many that they were up to no

good. o What You Need to Know About the Republican
Tax Cut Bifl

o Multiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

o So Who's Winning? The Russians, That’s Who.

o Republican Disgruntiement

o So How Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?
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vears now..The feeble, reacnon by The West in general and by the Obama Admamstranon in particular, was '

embarrassmg And dangerous, because it invites future aggression by Russia, 6r by other bad actors across he}

globg_l
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Yes, some sanctions were imposed on Russia, but they weren't that tough, and Russia figures they came out
ahead in the deal. t]'hus Putin has continued pushlng fing the envelope in eastern Ukraine, hoping throughj
aggressive military ac acnon to annex even more temtory from Ukralng to Russia. The Obama Administration |

e T T e e = et TVt i
réms“ed 'to” ﬁlst  The UKrainians by arming them, and unfortunately the Trump Administration,.at least thus far)

@m&e_e_d_t_giggp_l_y Ukraine with defensive we weapons either,

iMy view is that Putin.will continue-to-push untiLhe meets serious resistance. And that is where | l_:glieve)
Donald Trump should come In. Trump should-tell Putin, In no uncertain terms, that he must get out of Crlmea,l
and cease hostilities in the rest of Ukraine,.Further, Putin should be fold towe gr_oy\lgg pressure hﬂ
Chasbeen. exerting on other eastem‘EuropTaFms_,We Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania; and’ PGIaNG., In the Middie
onother € ————
Fast, Putinshould bEtoldthat Russian. targeting 'of anti-Assad forces, rather than of I1SIS, is not onlv-
p—— Y L_,:::)
nwelcome, but will no longer_be tolerated. And the't buzzlng ng of U.S. planes and ships by Russlan plangs, must
cease Immediately, or eise.
e

iTru‘ 7SHould inform Putin.that.he.will.be. working closely with Congress first, and then with American allles, t )
_—‘____.—-—-—u—' ‘-——-—-—.-—_
@amaﬁcauy tightén sanctions against Russia ug_g!_,a_ll_ of the.above-are accomplished. The only thifig Putin

Gﬁderstands, and yields to, is power. And the 'S, Fas a (ot more of 1t than Putia does— we Just haven’ lheef:)
S ———————————
Jusing it .

hetp:/istevechabot.com/blog/what-trump-should-tell-putin-when-they-meet-this-week/
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Anyway, that’s what | would do. Unless of course the crazy libs are right, and Trump and Putin have been in
cahoots all along. In that case, we're in big trouble.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! G

« « Obamacare Repeal Delayed; Obama Knew About Russian Meddling, but Did Notliing; A “Matter”, Not an
Investigation; More-Hate from the Looney Left; And Trump Triumphs at the Supreme Court
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Back from Ukraine
May 21st, 2014 Posted by Steve

As | begin writing this week’s blog, I'm on a plane somewhere over Ukraine, on my way back to the United
States. Congress was not in session for the past week, and I’'ve been accompanied on this trip by Democratic
Congressman Steve Lynch of Massachusetts. Our mission was to assess the political situation in Ukraine, meet
with our embassy personnel on the ground there who are protecting the interests of the United States, and
meet with Ukrainian officlals, most importantly Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, who leads this country that
is facing off at an existen'tial time in its history, against Russia’s power-hungry Viadimir Putin.

Some background. Ukraine is 3 nation of 44 million people, that’s strategically located between Russia and the
West. It's slightly smaller than the state of Texas, and Is a former satellite of the Soviet Union, having gained its
independence in 1991, when the communist Soviet Union was breaking apart. Kiev is its capital.

Ukraine has had 3 rocky existence since gaining its independence. (Russla has looked greedily at Ukraine since,
sheur separanon as Ukraine Is considered the breadbasket of Eufasia, being the third largest producer,of grain)
globally One event which lllusirates the lengths to which Russla will g6 to maintainits influence ovér UKfaiie;

_.g-._-—u—-——-—'
as thEdioxin poisoning of presidential reform candidate, Viktor Yoshchénko, t
- — PR o e~
but was shockingly disfigured for life as a result of Russia’s attempt on his life (see the two accompanying

photos.)

http://stevechabot.com/blog/back-from-ukraine/
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Wikeatne“more nta the spliere of Russia and away from the West He was p_anularly corrupt, and targeted t hisl
£bro-Western'gléttoral "opposition for sel selechve prose:unon He had his.opponent, In 1the presndennal election !
'_—--—-—-—-‘.
dup cl!,ar"ges‘-. Then. late last_year he unexpectediy réncged on an agreement wlth the.)

e ety

e e S U TN i Sy o i e L
Wmolmmlkmmhls e Vikeor Yanukovych, was.elected president,and was pulling)

Impnsoned-on trumpi

‘Euro pean U—Ion, and

med to Russia Instead’)

Pro-Western protesters, mostly young people, took to the streets, urging the government to reform and allow
a free and open society not under the Russian yoke. ﬁukovych’s thugs responded by viclo vu:lously attacking and
G:;h-n? the peaceful protesters. Thgn_l_n 3 particularly notorlous Incident, more than 100 peaceful protesters
(weTe gunned down'in Maldan (independence) Square) The reaction of the Ukrdifilan people was to Increase
the number of protesters from a few thousand to a half million. Support for the regime collapsed, and the
corrupt Yanukovych fled to Russia. An interim pro-Western government was put into place, and elections for

president will be held this weekend.

Russia’s Vladimir Putin, of course,.has. anempted__lo take advantage of the instability in Ukralieto reeslibhsﬁ}

P Tt e == —
zkussmn influence-over UKTaIne. He first grabbed the Crlmean region of Ukraine by sending.in heavily-armed,
non: unlformed Russlan-speaklng troops, first. seumg the alrports, media outlets, police stations, and ¢ olheri
lgovemmen t buildings._He then held a bogus relerendum to claim that the peo; people of Crimea wanted to leave
—— .
‘Ukrainé and becorme’| part'of Russia=Then he | he)ust ‘annexed (‘.nmea|

When Putin saw just how weak the West's response was to the selzure of Crimea (the Europeans because of
their “green” energy policy are so dependent on Russian gas and oil that they fear challenging Putin) and the
DObama Administration as usual “leading from behing®, Putin saw an opportunity to grab even more territory.
He 's doing this in in eastern and southem Ukralne by placlng 40 thousand troops on, Ukrame s border, and
endmg In armed thugs to occupy key government bu:ldmgs angd | foment_lnslablllty .These thugs are often ted
Ll':_y- Russian lntelllgencm Sut-ol-uniorm Russian nmmlce perso‘ﬁﬂ These RUSSIBD~J
infiltrators then try to make it appear that there is a desire by the people to joln Russia.

PButinwill continue his aggression just as long as ﬁfﬂﬁk?mm believes our European
allies are weak, and so dependent on Russian energy resources that they will do very little to resist his
.aggressive actions. And Putin‘s assessment of Obama is that he Is Indecisive and lacks resolve, In my opinion,
he's correct on both counts. And If he can devour Crimea, and other chunks of Ukraine, then.Poland, Estania,
Latvia, Lithuania, and Moldova, will be next on his menu.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! (<]
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The Two Stupidest Comments of the Year

July 23rd, 2014 Posted by Steve

’'m not going to say they rank up there with “we’ve got to pass the bill to find out what’s in it” {Nancy Pelosi)
or "read my lips, no new taxes” (George H. W. Bush) or “peace for our time” {British Prime Minister Neville:
Chamberlain} but the two quotes I'm going to discuss this week are easily the stupidest statements made so far
this year.

I"d first to like to nominate President Obama’s relatively new press spokesman, losh Earnest (at least he’s got a
good name.) Earnest claimed that the Obama Administration has brought "tranquility” to the “global
community” TRANQUIUITYI?

Okama's foreign palicy has substantially
improved the, uh, you kinow, the - the
TBANUUILITY ofthe Giekal Comniunity.

Peets Secrchary Josh Ficac st aty 13, 2m)

1 h

It
) ?LTI(N

GAU\ SYRIf\ IRAQ, IRAN, lIBVAS‘
AFGHANISTAN, UKF’;\!H[‘(hC‘
SOUTH CHINA SEAY the MEXICAN
BORDER, and V/ORLDWIDE
I‘.!lIQLIMT(PROF\ISH’ ' RN

dingeie?

Let’s take a look at "tranquility” on the world scene under the Obama Administration.

ISIS Is on the march in Iraq, which has gone fror;\ relaliv.e stability when Obama took over the reins from
George W. Bush, to resembling a carcass belng torn aparl by Al-Qaeda-aligned 1515 and our number one enemy,
fran. .

SPOLICY

Syria continues to be a cauldron of death and misery, where Bashar al Assad remains in control of at least some

of this so-called country, and Al-Qaeda-linked groups control most of the rest where they’re busy raping,
pillaging, murdering, and persecuting what’s left of the Christian community, and imposing sharla law.
Obama's much scoffed at “fed line" there is only remembered when America’s enemies in the region are

http://stevechabot.com/blog/the-two-stupidest-commenis-of- -'lhc-y.ei_lrl
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reminiscing about the once great, once feared, United States of America. The reality Is that as a result of the
Obama Administration’s feckless policies, America’s friends no longer trust us, and our enemies no longer fear

~

us.

Hamas has been firing rocket after rocket from Gaza into Israel for months now. Israel has finally had enough,
and after targeting Hamas rocket launch sites with planes and artillery, has now launched a ground offensive
into Gaza. Secretary of State John Kerry’s mission to bring peace to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict was a total
failure. It’s war, aithough probably of a relatively short duration.

« PEANCRANCatarns ot / Guuid tp QRIS Ierideny

China is flexing its muscle in the South China Sea, bullying its neighbors, and sea skirmishes between naval
vessels and fishing boats have been occurring more and more regularly. Aithough it hasn't attracted much
attention in the world press, it’s China vs Vietnam and Japan and South Korea and Taiwan and the Philippines.
So much for President Obama’s famous pivot from the Middle East to Asia. China is growing its military
strength exponentially; the U.S. under Obama Is getting weaker.

A few more instances of tranquility around the globe. Libya, post-Gaddafi, and post the murder of a U.S.
Ambassador, is heading south fast. 300 innocent Nigerian schoolgirls are still in the loving hands of the
murderous terror group, Boko Haram. Iran still marches towards possessing nuclear weapons, despite-the
sham negotiations currently taking place, And Viadimir Putin is playing the Obama Administration and our
western allies as patsies, as he slov_v_ly but steadily reconstitutes the former Russian empire. He's already ]

grabbed parts of Georgla, ihe Crimea and eastern regions of Ukraine, and his pro-Russian aliies have just shot )

down a Malaysian alrliner over Ukraine, killing 298 Innocent travelers=Of ¢burse Putin's comrades are busily

S ——m T e = . . s
epi_r_ming tales that Ukrainians actually shiot the'plane down when they were allegedly firing at Pugn’s plane, 05

{hat the plane was already full of déad bodies before the plane was stist down, in an elaborate pian to blame
———y e ————
{Russla for ttﬁil‘s’iit‘e‘r.)

So much for our tranquil world. Now far the other stupidest comment of the year. The award goes to, none
other than, Democratic Senate Majority Leader, Harry Reid, who last week when referring to the U.S. border
with Mexico, declared that “the border is secure.” WHAT!?

IF HARRY REIDLVED INARYZ 11y

Yy rot'c\"‘i;%}. ".‘ {

'/,r ' Lo
Ewecid he bovder is seenre.”

U i i

What planet does this guy live on? Has he watched anything on TV. or read a newspaper recently? We’ve got

tens of thousands of unaccompanied children flooding into America across our border with Mexico, and “the

http://stevechabot.com/blog/the-two-stupidest-comments-of-the-year/
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border is secure?” Unbelievable. it’s hard-to take Harry Reid seriously anymore.

1L "BORDERIS’SECURE"

Unfortunately, many Americans aren’t even'aware that Senator Reid made this inane declaration, because-
much of the press didn’t even report it. If a Republican had made such a provably inaccurate comment, it

would have been covered extensively. Remember Todd-Akin?

Anyway, those are my fiominations for stugiidesg comments (by politicians) of the year. Let me know what you

think.
if you enjoyed this post, please consider sharlng it! - 4 Qo
« « Flooding the Borders- An Important Heafing, Whicli You Probiably Never. Heard Aboit » »
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Hope in India; Fear in the Baltics
August 27th, 2014 Posted by Steve

In my capacity as a senior member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, | just returned from India, Poland and
Lithuania. | was accompanied by Democratic Congressman Lioyd Doggett of Texas and Republican
Congressman Luke Messer of Indiana. (I've known Congressman Doggett far nearly 20 years as we were both
first elected in 1994.) :

India is the world’s largest democracy, has four times the population of the United States, and is expected to
pass China as the world’s most populous nation in the not too distant future. This is a particularly significant
time in U.S. - india relations, as the Indian people just elected-a new leader, Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Like Page

—r—— e

Be tha lirst of your friends to like this

L

Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts
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o So yVho's Winning? The Russians, That’s Who.
o Republican Disgruntlement

Modi ran on a platform of economic growth and good governance {India has long been plagued by corruption
and stifling bureaucracy), and there seems to be a prevailing confidence that he may be just the right leader © So How Will the New Republican Tax Plan
there at the right time. He was previously a quite successful chief minister (similar to a governor) of the Indian Affect You?

state of Gujarat. It is hoped that he’ll bring the same skills he displayed in Gujarat to all of India.

Since India Is becoming a more and more important trading partner to the United States, his success could be
positive for the United States, particularly in the area of economic growth and job creation. India is also seen
as an important counterweight to China, the United States’ probable principal rival on the world's stage over
the next century. The U.S. - India relationship s considered to be a “strategic partnership,” but only time will
tell whether our relationship with India will be as positive as it should be. It needs to be handled right.

hutp://stevechabot.com/blog/hope-in-india-fear-in-the-baltics/
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Next, Eastern Europe. § had-traveled to Ukraine, with Democratic Congressman stéve Lynch of Massachusetts,
A ————— >
€back in May, shortly after Russia grabbed Crimea. Putin has since shifted his attention to.other.eastern
{portions of Ukrain€. Ukraine’s neighbors, particularly Poland and the Baltic countries {Estonia, Latvia, and |

(LiEFU3RI3); 31T 6f whom had been behind the communTst ifon curtaln until the fall of the former Soviet Unlon in )

i e A e et — e ety — -
1989, Teel threatened by Putin's aggression and refusal to recognize international boundaries. Qur Europ__e_g!g_)

£NATO aMliSe, 3nd the ‘Obama Administration’s response to this aggression, was in my view, and in the view of I

fnanv forelgn policy experts,. embarrassingly, weak.
"““——._—I-""

While in Ukraine, we met with the Ukrainian Prime Minister. He made it abundantly clear that whereas they
appreciated what help the Obama Administration had given them (not much), their survival and that of their
neighboring democracies need our, and NATO's, help.

On our way back from India, Congressmen Messer and Doggett and | spent several days in Poland and
Lithuania. We first met with our embassy teams in both Warsaw and Vilnius to get the most up-to-date
assessment of the situation on the ground in each country, and then met with representatives of the Polish and
Lithuanian governments, including the Deputy Foreign Minister of Poland, and the Foreign Minister of
Lithuania, the Prime Minister of Lithuania, and Members of the Lithuanian Parliament.

Wble Concerr i Poland and Lithuania that Putin will continue his dangerous aggression unless )
he’s convinced that the West wii stand up to himJBoth Poland and Lithuania would like to have a permanent
American mifitary presence In their countries. This is something Congress and the Obama Administration need
to have serious discussions about. We should Insist that all our NATO allies devote more of their budgets to
strengthening their own defenses, so they’re less dependent on the United States for their security.

Also, most European countries are far too dependent on Russian sources of energy, making them subject to
economic blackmall. Lithuania, for example, gets 100% of its natural gas from Russia, and 60% of its electricity.

Leaders in both countries said they'd far prefer to buy LNG {liquefied natural gas) from the United States. we
have this In abundance and the Obama Administration and Congress should work together to modernize our
existing rules and regulations which make exporting this product virtually impossible at the present time.
Thousands and thousands of good paying American jobs can be created if we're smart about this.

hup:/istevechabot.com/blog/hope-in-india-fear-in-the-baltics/
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On a more somber note, while in Poland, we drove from the capitol, Warsaw, to the Nazi death camp of
Treblinka, about 60 miles outside the city. From July 1942 to August 1943, 900,000 lives, mostly Jewish, were
exterminated at Treblinka by Hitler and his murderers. And in Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, we spent about
an hour with a 92-year-old sun"vivor, in what was the Jewish ghetto until virtually every Jewish man, woman,
and child were exterminated. Her mother, father, sister,-and every one of her relatives was killed. She was one
of the only occupants of the ghetto who escaped, and joined the partisan underground fighting the Germans
until the end of the war. It was incredibly moving to listen to, this 92-year-old woman, who witnessed firsthand
the most horrific event in mankind’s history.

And finally, in Vilnlus we spent about an hour with Democratic Senator Bill Nelson of Florida, who wason a
different CODEL (Congressional Delegation.} We principally discussed our impressions from our separate
meetings with various government officials, and what the U.S. response should be to Russian aggression. It's
good to see representatives of both political parties able to rationally discuss matters important to our nation.

One interesting fact about Senator Nelsan. He was only the second United States Senator to fly on the Space
Shuttle {the first was Senator Jake Garn of Utah.) Senator Nelson returned to Earth on the Space Shuttle
Columbia, just ten days before the Challenger exploded shortly after takeoff. The Columbia, on which the
Senator traveled, was also lost several years later, when it broke apart across the United States, killing all the

Tocrew.

1 asked him If there was anything that stuck out in his mind about his flight. He said he’ll always remember
looking down at the earth, and it was mostly blue, and very beautiful. He went on to say that he could see
earth’s continents and oceans and thought about there being no borders visible, and that it seemed a shame
so many people down there divide themselves into different groups, and are so often fighting with each other.
Interesting thought.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! G

« « Hillary vs. Obama: “We don't have a strategy” » »
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Sorry, You're On Your Own
September 24th, 2014 Posted by Steve

€3 recentt
{‘He gave an |mpasslo_n_ed speech, asking for USThelp agalnst Russia’s VIgimir PUtifi; Who has alrea already annexe
Ukraine’s Cnmean region, and Is attempting to gobble up p Sdditional portlons of eastern Ukraine,

V
rUkraine s recently elected President, Petro Poroshenko, addressed 3 Joint session of Congress last Thursday.
d 1

President Poroshenko also met with President Obama in the Oval Office, where he desperately sought military

equipment, specifically weapons, so Ukraine can defend herself from the Russian juggernaut. What he got

from Obama, was the back of his hand. Obama refuses to provide weapons, because he, and some of our

European NATO allles, fear that this would provoke Russia. : Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts

o What You Need to Know About the Republican
Tax Cut Bill

o Multiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

o So Who's Winning? The Russians, That's Who.
o Republican Disgruntlement

o So How Witl the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

Baloney! (rhe Russians have been aggresslvely attacking Ukraine for months now. _Helping Ukraine defend ]
—.—'_._h -——-—-——-——-——-
herself with appropriate weaponry Tsn't g golng to provoke_an already hungrv and aggressive Russian bear, but it ]
ﬁ-‘_... ——'_—-—‘—. —-———'—-— P -_-_—__—-—-——__-_
éust mlght be enough to hold itat bay. Builies like Putin UNGerstand and respect power; they take advantage of)
S e e
nd prey upon weakness.

The Obama Administration has agreed to assist Ukraine with so-called non-lethal items, like uniforms, tents,
MRE’s {(meals ready to eat), and blankets, but no weapons. Ukraine’s President, Poroshenko, thanked the
Obama Administration for the offered items, but added “one cannot win a war with blankets.” And of course,
he’s right. '

President Obama meanwhile Jast week attended yet another of the many political fundraisers he's devoted so
much of his time to, this time in Maryland.(!v_' hile speaking at the event, Obama commented “what happens in }

(Ukraine doesn't pose.a direct threat to us™ 1>

&hls Is both naive, and short-sighted. Viadimir Putin is in the process ¢ of reconstituting the.old Soviet emplce
will continue t0.push.as [ong 25 he believes he can get away with it. He's smart, and cunning, and
relentless.

http://stevechabot.com/blog/sorry-youre-on-your-own/ 1”2



The Obama-created Ipower vacuuim around the world Is dangerous, not only to freedom-loving peoples across
the globe, but ultimately to thé United States itself. When the U.S. leads, the world is.a safer place. When we
“lead from behind”, or fail to lead at all, not only is the world a more dangerous place, but Americans are less
safe. 1 only wish this Administration understood that.

Post Script: In less than a week {Tuesday, September 30th), the third quarter of this campaign cycle ends. All
Congressional candidates {including me} must report how much we’ve raised for our Congressional campaigns.
If you haven't given yet, or you're able to give a little more; I'd greatly appreciate your help. You can make a
secure online contribution by cﬁcklng here, or ybu can send a check to Chabot for Congress, 632 Vine Street,
Suite 805, Cincinnati, OH 45202. Thahks so much. See you next week..

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing itl ‘G
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Obama’s Last State of the Union Address: What He SHOULD Have Said
January 13th, 2016 Posted by Steve

“Well this is it, America. The fast time I'll have the opportunity to come befare a joint session of Congress, and
address the nation, in prime time. And I’'ve decided to do something different. I'm going to turn off my
teleprompter, and not read that speech that my crack staff and polisters and wordsmiths have been working on
the last few months. They had put together a legacy list of my accomplishments over the last seven years, and
a laundry list of things 1'd propose doing over the upcoming year, knowing full well that this stuff had no
chance of getting through Congress.

1
{

Instead of that, I'm going to do something completely different. Something | honestly haven’t done in a long
time - I’'m going to level with you. I'm going to tell you the complete truth, with the hope that maybe | can
salvage what’s left of my presidency, that offered so much hope and change when it began.

Okay, here gaes. It Is truly a dangerous world out there. | really didn't believe that when | took over. | thought
most of the world’s problems were that we, the United States, just threw our weight around too much. That if
we'd just talk more to the so-called ‘bad guys' around the world, not isolate them, | could reason with them.
The teaders in Iran, Cuba, Russia, and North Korea far example acted the way they did because of the way we
treated them. | don’t want to simplify this too much, but basically if we were nicer to them, they would be
nicer to us.

Boy did | miss the boat on that one. The truth is, we treated them the way we did, because of the long term
actions of their leaders. They were pariah because they treated thelr neighbors, and their own people, so
poorly. And I've come to realize that if the United States doesn’t lead, no one else will. My so-called ‘leading
from behind’ strategy, just didn’t work. | never liked that label, but it was accurate. 1 wish I'd followed the
example of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Ronald Reagan on this, but | didn’t. And I'm sorry.

v IS T

“LEAD FROM BEHIND

htip://stevechabot com/blog/obamas-fast-state-of-the-union-address-what-he-should-have-said/
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Let me give you one specific example of how I'm going to change. We've got this nut-case leader of North
Korea, Kim Jung Un, and his father and graanather before him, who’ve been provoking us, and the rest of the
world, for far too long. His latest stunt is to set off another nuclear device that he claims was a hydrogen
bomb. And he has missiles which could probably reach the United States. Now short of sending American
troops, and getting a lot of them killed, the only real way of exerting pressure on Kim is through China. China -
provides most of North Korea’s food and fuel. But China refuses to really do anything to get North Korea to
back off. All we get is lip service from Chlne.

So I'm announcing this evening that | am sending my Secretary of State to both Japan and South Karea, to
enter into immediate negotiations. The purpose of these talks will be to discuss the feasibility, and potential
timeframe, of each of these countries developing defensive nuclear weapons programs themselves. Now |
know China will strenuously object to this proposal, as will obviously North Korea. But it is the only thing
which has any chance of motivating China to pressure North Korea to abandon its nuclear program. And North
Korea must abandon that program, for the security of the United States, and the rest of the world. 1am firm in
my commitment to this new initiative. '

Okay, a few other foreign affairs issues. With respect to Iran, | was way too optimistic about them. 1 really
wanted to stop their nuclear weapons program. So | pushed for a deal with them. And even though Congress
and the American people were against it, | signed it anyway. Now they're already testing missile systems which
prove to me that they have no Intention of complying with the agreement. So I'm going to declare that they
are In violation of the agreement, and ask Congress to work with me to impose even stronger sanctions, |
should have worked with Congress in the first place, rather than circumvented them. After all, they are the
elected representatives of the American people.

Now with respect to Rii§slay | shotld have Ieamed from my predecessor’s mistake. George Bl Bush famouslﬂ
Ioolted into Vladlm|r Putin’s eyes and'said he could see into his soul. He thought he was somebody he could 5

1wo rk with. “Then Putin mvaded the independent country of Georgia, selzlng the Georgian reglons of South

Ossetia and Abkhazia)

‘R sther than belng wary of Putin, rsént my first Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, 10 push.her famous ‘reset’)
utton with Russia’s forelgn mlmster Sergey Lavrov. Thenl canceled our defensive missile programs in Polana

and the Czech Republic; $0 25 not 101 t6 offend Russu"'Unfortunately, not onlv did we make gurselves and our
allies more vulnerable to Iranian incoming missiles, and fRake our allies like Poland and the Czech Republic

Gueshon the wisdom of relying an our commltment but it sent a clear message to Putin early In my pres:dench

hitp://stevechabot.com/blog/obamas-last-state-of- -the-union-address-what-hc-should-have-said/
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@_at we.could-be-pushed-arouiid” I'm afraid that resulted | in PUtiA‘S' bTazenly invadw e, annexing)
{CFimea, and-propping-up-Assad In'Syrla. Unfdrtdnately, with only a yﬂl_eit_ I my’ presldency,—l don’t knW\Y

(wha_Lto do to'fruly reset our current relahonshlp with RUSsIa>) guess)'i have to jSave that to Jrump. Oops;
-———.—"—'-"-_"—---—-__-b

(0ity. _Don’t read anything-intothat: _I_'guess_l_should have.sald Hlllary"‘Aher all, even though I’'m trying to be
-"———-——-""—’—’—
honest here, I'm still a Democrat.

And with respact to IS1S, | have to take responsibility for its very existence. Many brave Americans, and Iragis
who fought beside us, had given thelr lives to prevail In Iraq. A falrly stable situation had been attained after
the success of the so-called surge. Virtually all my military advisors had strongly recommended that after the
war In Iraq had been won, a small contingency force of 10,000 to 20,000 troops be kept in Iraq to secure the
peace. Of course we'd done this in Europe following WWII and in Korea following that conflict. But 'd made a
campaign promise that 1'd pull our troops out of Iraq, and that was more important to me at the time than the
security of our nation. | made a terrible mistake. It resulted in a power vacuum that was filled by the likes of
Isis.

So this evening, I'm announcing that rather than continue with the token military action I've ordered thus far,
with limited air strikes, we’re going to destroy ISIS. After all, their poisonous ideoclogy Is spreading over the
Internet to terrorists around the world - from Paris, to San Bernardino, to Philadelphia just this past weekend. )
We've got to stop this cancer. And it begins now.

Now as to changes in my domestic policies...”

{Unfortunately, due to the fact that President Obama'’s speech went on for an hour, and | strive to take no
more than a few minutes of my faithful blog readers’ precious time each week, | had to cut the President off
there. See you next week.)

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! ' G¢

a.a |s the Republican Party About to Split?
.Obama Poisons the Well - Then Complains that there’s No Water to Drink » »
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Putin is Making Obama Look Like A Schmuck
April 20th, 2016 Posted by Steve

Everybody seemed to think that Donald Trump was going to win big in New York yesterday — and he did. And
most people thought that Hilary Clinton was going to beat Bernie Sanders in New York, the state she
represented for 8 years in the United States Senate, and she did, although not quite as huge.

Ly caSleve Chabot
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e ——

Like Page Share |,
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But to be honest with you, I'm a little tired of talking about, and writing about, the presidential race. A number
of the candidates are driving me a little nuts with some of the things they’re saying, and doing, and claiming,
and accusing their opponents of.
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So | decided to take a break from the campaign this week. To write about something entirely different for a

change, and something that's important. ARd That's that Russia’s Viadiimir Putin Is running circlesaround our

{president Barack ObamazEating his lunch. And ot anly s It embarrassing for Barack Obams, but Its:

hitp:Histevechabot com/blog/putin-is-making-obama-jook-like-a-schmuck/
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The Obama Administration’s bungling of the U.S.-Russian relationship began with then-Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton famously presenting a red button to Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, which she thought
sald “reset,” but actually said, “overcharge.” This was only 3 month-and-a-half Into the Administration, and the
Obama folks were not only signaling that we were the supplicants, but that we were incompetent.<The Obama
(Administration's reset also signated that Russ_la_wa@_ay_unscazhed.with.its_zoos aggression )

o ———

(3gainsUits nelghibor, Ge'orgid, and it's annexing of Georgia's SOVeTeign territories of Abkhazla and South Ossetiay

Some months later, still in the first year of the Obama presidency, it was announced that we were scrapping
our agreement with two key, formerly behind the Iron Curtain allies, Poland and the Czech Repubilic, to build a
missile defense shield. The shield was to defend us and our European Allies from Iranian missile capabilities,
and when one considers just how bad a deal this Administration negotiated with the iranians, we sure could
use that missile shield. Despite the fact that the shield was intended to defend us from bad Iranian intentions,
Putin whined that it was a military threat to Russia. The Obama Administration caved, our new Eastern
European allies were thrown under the bus, rightfully feeling betrayed, and vulnerable, and Russia and iran got
what they wanted, and learned that this new American president could be played.

((And who.can.forget the famous exchange between Barack Obama and outgoing R Russian President Dimltj
Medvedev, when.our Commander-ln-Chlef ot redlizing that a camera was picking up  up his ¢ every word assured
CMedvedev tha_t Obama would have " "more flexlblllty :o cave in even more in the future, once he got t‘he pesky

ey 2

Iﬁgured that afur your electwn.
Dmck. Pd have more ﬂmhhty

4
9 . -
) ’j

~

N
TheBeos'ralube cem

__-_——-——'—
(Temembeér thlnkmg atthe time, thus i one of the most outrageous things|'ve ever heard a President say. Heﬂ}

{was es:senhally telling Russia, let let me get reelectedmand thén Il séliout my cnuntrv Mitt’ Romnev attempted to
(use0bama’s gaNE(a gatfe of course bem_g when a jdiiticianin Washington tiisthe lruthl, but_ggt little”

(filigige outofit-Romney was tao busy defending himself from his own 47%” gatfe. I'm still a mazed t thaty
({Obama got away with-saying somiething 5o oulrjageous}

Around the same time, Obama was busy playing Hamlet with respect to Syria. Should he authorize the use of
military force in Syrla, or not? After hemming and hawing for months, he finally announced that the use of
chemical weapons by Syria was the red line. Use chemical weapons, and we're coming to get you. “Chemical
weapons...being utilized...that would change my calculation.” Secretary of State Hillary Clinton joined in, saying,
"and everyone has made it clear to the Syrian regime, that (the use of chemical weapons} is a red line for the
world.”

hltp:llslevechabol.comlbloglpulin-is-makiué-obnma-louk-like-a-schmuckl
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despite what the Obama Administration had said they'd do, thyﬂmg . Putin in saw an opportunity to
boost-Russidn prestige, so he stepped in with a RUsSIam planfor Syria to turn_its _chemrcal weapons over to

Cinternational control. In n essence, Puhn balled out a dithering Barack Obama. Putin appeared decisive, and
\__‘______—_—— _— *_—

K BT UsED
i :‘JL o\ SYRIA.

Minlersax

And then there’s Ukraine. By this time, Putin had had plenty of opportunities to take the measure of Barack
Obama. Putin knew he could do virtually anything, and there'd be a nonchalant response by the Obama
Administration, but no real action. He knew that our NATO allles were 50 dependent on Russian energy
supplies, that they wouldn’t risk any real action agalnst Russia elther. Besides, what European military forces
are there nowadays? Very few of the NATO countries spend anywhere near the 2% of GDP that they're
committed to spending for their militaries. NATO is arguably a hollowed-out paper tiger. Putin knows this.
Maybe not obsolete, as Donald Trump was roundly criticized for saying. But certainly not the finely-tuned
machine that was envisioned to protect the free countries of Europe from becoming like their Eastern
European brethren behind what Winston Churchill had aptly named an iron Curtain.

(So masked by the goodwill of the Sochi Olymplc games, Putin decrded to make his move against his former
vassal.state, Ukralne _Putin.began by inv mvadmg Crlmea ,then holdlng 3 bogus referendum vote, which he used as

an excuse to outright annex Crimea. The West | Iamely protested Buta agam in did Rothing." Russlam@

{rncurswn into Eastern Ukraine for several years.now. The Ukralmans  have fought bravely, but they are
‘outgunned-The Obama Administration has sent blankets and MRE’s (me (meals ready 1o eat) but still refuses to '
(Fr"ovlde wh‘iimally fieeds, sophisticaled weapons so they have a fighting chance to defend themse s}

hitp://stevechabot.com/blog/putin-is-making-obama-look-like-a-schmuck/
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in the last several years, I've traveled to Ukraine, and to Poland, and the Baltic nations, Latvia, Lithuania, and
Estonia. I've met with my counterparts in their parliaments, I've met with presidents and prime ministers, and
generals, and soldiers, and ambassadors, and our country teams at our embassies, throughout the reglon@
(’\yﬁﬁﬂuslon 5 Iﬁit"ﬁ'e—s:n_ations, our allies, are scared to death of what Russia will do next, and for good
reason. Russia could move mmr_WEh the use of thug militias, or ethnically Russian sympathizers)

e — "--__
3|ready within these countries, or by a combination of all the;_e tactics, vmually at any tifie;And there’s'reason
t tobelieve that-the West's response.y would be = not much And whether or not that s true, Putin has everv;

(reason to believe-that.it IS true, And it's my belief that he wiil do Jo virtually whatever he bellees hé can get-
_—-——-'—'"“

away with,

7O SBon

Pus@ix REBET

All you have to do is ook at what Putin did last week. Russian fighter jets made simulated attacks on an
American warship in international waters, coming dangerously close to the ship. Then just day§ later, Russian
fighters did the same thing again, this time making a threatening run at a U.S. reconnaissance plane in -
international airspace, coming within just feet of hitting our plane. This provocative and dangerous behavior
would never have occurred if Putin believed he was dealing with a truly capable and determined
Administration.

The bottom line is, due to the Obama Administration’s intentional withdrawal from America’s traditional
leadership role, there is a power vacuum around the globe. And that vacuum is being filled by bad actors!From ]

"_.'-'—lk-—-‘—__-———-———-_“—h___
tChlna bullding |s|ands In the South China Sea, to the cancerols §rowiRof| 1SISTH the M lhe Middle East following the

—— e —

withdrawal of all U.S. troops from'lraq, to Putin running amok in Eastern Europe and el elsewhere, the bad actﬁg

l5re on the march.'And the Obama Administration watches passive passively as the parade goes by, slthng on the

sidelines. Contemplating the really important issues, like climate change.

i you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it} G
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Steve's Blog

Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia
August 17th, 2016 Posted by Steve

Folks, I'm taking a break from the presidential election this week. Not talking about Trump. Not talking about

Hillary. Not going to analyze the latest allegation against either candidate. Not going to critique the mainstream
press’s latest example of bias against Trump, or in favor of Hillary (oops, couldn't help myself...)
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What | am going to talk about this week, is a part of the world, which is often ignored by much of the rest of

. T h1 13 - 0 . .
the world./And that’s despite the fact that this region, could play a critical roie in the ongoing conflict between I
> gespite the tact thal

- )
(c_i‘v\i"ll_:ation and radical I5lam, €ast vs West, and PUtin's attempt to recoﬁéﬁtﬁtﬁ'th?fﬁ'ﬁ\’e'r'sﬁlEl‘UnI'o‘n}_That Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts
region is the Caucasus. ° What You Need to Know About the Republican
Tax Cut Bill -

o Muitiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

° éo Who's Winning? The Russlans, That’s Who.
o Republican Disgruntiement

o SoHow Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

WCaspian]

The Caucasus sits at the crossroads of Europe and Asia. It lies between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. It
consists of parts of Iran, Turkey, and Russia {including Chechnya and Dagestan); and all of the nations of
Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia. It's a very tough neighborhood.

http://stevechabot.com/blog/azerbaijan-georgia-and-armenia/
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In my capacity as a senior member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, and Chairman of the House Small
Business Committee, | just returned yesterday from visiting Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Armenia. The purpose of
the mission was to assess the current status of U.S, relations with each of these nations, including economic,
political, military, and national security Issues. | learned a lot, and thought I'd share it with you.

My first stop, Azerbaijan. First a few facts about Azerbaijan. Like Georgia, and Armenia, Azerbaijan was behind
the Iron Curtain (a part of the former Soviet Union), until 1991. It’s a secular Shia Muslim nation of about 10
million people. Azerbaljan Is about the size of Maine. One of our principal interests in Azerbaijan for decades
has been that they are a major oil and natural gas producer. Since much of the oil under the land has already
been exploited, most of the current and future drilling will be off their shore in the Caspian Sea. And the

United States is workmg with Azerbaljan to build pipelines to allow oil and gas to be piped directly to Europe.
{Otherwise, our. European allies will continue to be so dependent upon Russian sources of energy, that they_aa
@_lnm Putin’s threat to cut off thelr source of energy if the, they stand up with the Umted Statesl

against Putin’s bullying. |

Having been under the Soviet Unlon’s domination for nearly 80 years, Azerbaijan still has some Soviet bad
habits, such as corruption, a not—so-indepefident judicial system, insufficient rule of law, lack of transparency,
and bureaucracy, (even worse than ours.) Af;er.ﬁrst discussing these issues in detail with our Ambassador, and
our Embassy personnel, I raised them in a meeting | had with Azerbaijan’s President, Ilham Aliyev.

1 also met with Azerbaijan’s Minister of Defense, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of the Economy, and the
American Chamber of Commerce, among others. At all these meetings, t thanked Azerbaijan for standing side
by side with the United States and our NATO allies, in sending Azhiri troops to Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan.

http://stevechabot.com/blog/azerbaijan-georgia-and-armenia/
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One final point about Azerbaijan. They have been in an ongoing dispute with their neighbor Armenia, over a
nortian of Azerbaijan which was lost in a conflict with Armenia, called Nagorno-Karabakh, about 25 years ago.
Fighting breaks out here every few years, most recently in April of this year, when approximately 200 Azhiris
and Armenians were killed. Putin has now stepped In and Is tly_l__ng to broker a deal. Omﬁin
operates 15 10 100k f@lmm: his own purposes. We should keep a ciose eye)
on this.

Next, Georgia {the country of course, not the state.) First, 2 little background on Georgia. Like Azerbaijan,
Georgia gained its freedom from the former Soviet Unlon In 1991. it's 3 nation approximately the size of West
Virginia, and has 3.7 million people. Its capital is Tbilisi. They claim to be the most pro-American nahmt
earth (although | have traveled to a few other nations who make that same claim, such as Albania.) Rutin lTaE)
WHTGEW’S sphere of influence for some time now. Similar to Putin's

Fg&sﬂon in Ukraine In taking over Crimea, he invaded Georgia back in 2008, Taking over two Tegions of)
Georgia - Abkhazia 3nd South Ossetia, which tagether constituted 20% of GEOEA'S territory;

I had a slew of meetings while in Georgia, but without doubt, the most important was with their head of state,
Prime Minister Glorgi Kvirikashvili. Georgia is strongly seeking our and NATO’s support to stand up to the
Russians, and | think they should have it. They are one of our allles that is actually living up to their
commitment to us. For example, they have sent more of their soidlers per capita to fight with us in
Afghanistan, than any of our other allies. And unlike most of our allies, who have failed to meet the NATO
requirement that they devote at least 2% of their GOP to military spending {only 5 of the 28 NATO members
meet that commitment), Georgia has met the 2% requireménl. And that’s even though Georgla hasn't yet
been officially admitted into NATO. They ought to be.

htip://stevechabot.comv/blog/azerbaijan-georgia-and-armenia/
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Last, but not least, Armenia. And as | did with the other two countries, first some basic information on
Armenia. It’s about the size of Maryland, and has a population of approximately 3 million. Interestingly,
Armenia i$ said to be the first nation to formally adopt Christianity, which occurred In the early part of the 4th
century. Also interestingly, Mt. Ararat, where Noah according to.the Bible landed his ark and all those animals,
can be seen from Armenia’s capital, Yerevan. Mt. Ararat Is the symbol of Armenia and is on its coat of arms, but
is now located in Turkey. That's because Turkey took Mt. Ararat along with other Armenian territory in the
Turkish-Armenian War in 1921.

White in Armenia, | met with a whole range of Armenian officials, from the Minister of Defense (comparable to
our Secretary of Defense), to the Minister of Economics, to 3 group of Parliamentarians, and so on. The subject
that came up over and over was Nagorno-Karabakh. Of course thelr view on the topic is exactly the opposite of
the way Azerbaijan sees it. And here's the concern Georgia should have. Azerbaijan has significant oil and
natural gas reserves. Georglia does not. Azerbaijan is therefore spending a great deal of their oil and gas money
on rapidly building up their military. Georgia Is not going to be able to keep up with this. So what should the
U.S. do? We should do everything we can to help keep both sides talking, rather than shooting at each other.
Otherwise, another even fiercer war, one that could greatly destabilize the whole region, is a real possibility.

stopalWAR

Another topic that's at the forefront of Armenian thoughts, actually occurred 100 years ago — the Armenian
Genocide. 1.5 million Armenians were slaughtered at the hands of the Ottoman Empire (modern day Turkey.)
There were of course atrocities committed on both sides. Armenia has been trying to get the mass killings
recognized by the world as a "genocide”, but Turkey has strongly resisted this over the years. Hitler is alleged to
have said, while contemplating the extermination of the Jews, “Who still talks nowadays of the extermination
of the Armenlans?”

http://stevechabot.com/blog/azerbaijan-georgia-and-armenia/
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In memory of 1.5 million victims

Our relationship with Armenia can, at times, be quite frustrating.{Particularly  disappointing was thelr.vole.at}

‘tl’.!_e.u Nto, in e'ssence,.recognlle.Russiafs.annexali@'rhe fact is, Armenia has had a close
relationship with Russia for many years.. Despite this fact, because Armenia is located in a region strategically
important to U.S, interests, we should stay engaged with Armenia.

Thanks for taking the time to read this week’s blog, which may have taken a-while to get through. | hope you've
learned a thing or two, as | did spending the last week:in this challenging part of the world.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it} ’ Ge.
L
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Steve's Blog

The Inaugural Address Donald Trump Should Give (But Probably Won't)
January 18th, 2017 Posted by Steve

My feliow Americans. Thank you for the confidence you've shown in electing me your 45th President. | fully
realize that half the nation would have preferred someone else being sworn in today - actually a little more
than half, especially in California. In light of this, it’s my commitment to you, that | intend to truly be, President
of ALL the people, whether you voted for me or not.

3 Sleve Chabot
IR 37 ites

——
R
Like Page 4 Share |.

Our nation has been too divided, for too long. Often during campaigns nowadays, things are said, charges are
made, which are untrue, unfair, and unnecessary. It happens on both sides. And it must stop. And it’s up to me
to set an example.

~-

1
Popul
As you may know, | have a reputation for never apologizing, or admitting | was wrong — about anything. Well i'd Steve's Most Poputar Blog Posts

tike to turn over a new leaf, and acknowledge where | have been wrong. it's not easy for me, but here goes. © What You Need to Know About the Republican
Tax Cut Bill

o Multiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

o So Who's Winning? The Russlans, That’s Who.
o Republican Disgruntiement

o So How Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

1 said some pretty insensitive things over the course of the last campaign. Some of my supporters probably
agreed with some of the things | said. But mostly | think my supporters were willing to overlook some pretty
stupid comments, because they were so dissatisfied with the lack of leadership in Washington, and especially
dissatisfied with the candidate the other party was offering. So my supporters stuck with me, even though they
may not have agreed with, or liked, what 1 said.

htip://stevechabot.conv/blog/the-inaugural -address-donald-trump-should-give-but-probably-wont/
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 could stand in the
miclclle of 5th Avenue

and shoot somebody,
and wouldn't lose
volers.”

Anyway, I'd like to apologize for some of the things that, as t look back now, | shouldn’t have said. For example,
| shouldn’t have labeled Mexican immigrants with the broad brush of being criminals and rapists. There
obviously are some who are. But it was unfair to the vast majority, who are merely seeking a better life for
themselves and their families. That being said, we're still going to build a wall. A great wall. A beautiful wall,
Although | have to admit, it might be a little tougher to find a credible way to get Mexico to pay for it. But I'm
working on it.

And related to Immigration, shortly after that dastardly attack on innocent Americans in San Bernardino by ISIS
sympathizers, | called for a total ban on Muslims entering the United States. Well it seemed like a good idea at
the time, and a lot of people agreed with me. It probably even helped me in the polls. But it was wrong to
brand a whole group of people, or a whole religion, for the actions of a minority.

Donald J. Trump is

calling for a total and

complete shutdown of

muslims entering the

United Statc‘i_ until our S
representatives can

figure out what the

hellis going on. £ -

As many of you know,.my Initial position evolved over time to something | later called extreme vetting of
people from unstable places having a high degree of terror, like Syria and Libya and Iraq. | am committing my
administration to playing a far greater leadership role in stabilizing those types of places, so people won't feel
it's necessary'to flee from tﬁelr home countries in the first place. This aiso goes for unstable areas in our own
hemisphere, like Guatemala, Honduras, and Et Salvador. Less than optimal conditions in Central and South
America have resulted In tens of thousands of unaccompanied minors showing up at our southern border. The
Obama Administration has welcomed this onslaught of illegal immigrants, some prefer the label of
undocumented workers, but whatever they’re called, | intend to do what’s necessary to get our borders under
control and protect our nation. '

hup:/istevechabot.convblog/the-inaugural-address-donald-trump-should- give-but-probably-wont/
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A few more things | regret saying. In referring.to POWS, | sald | preferred people who weren’t captured. That
was just wrong, and | never should have said it. We must honor our POWSs, and for that matter, all who have
served. And even though John McCain gets under my skin sometimes, he most definitely IS a hero.

And speaking of someone else who gets under my skin — Yed Cruz — and no, | don’t seriously think his father

had anything to do with the Kennedy assassination. That was Just crazy talk. One of my campaign people had

seen something claiming this in a National Enquirer story. | should have considered the source, and ignored it.

So to Ted Cruz, and to his father, | apologize. .

PROVEN c:c/ CERVA

1y

Now there has been a lot of concern expressed by some, that 'm too close to the Russians. They go so far as
lalming that | owe my win to Russla’s intervention. There’s no validity to this. And whereas | do believe the l

e —

U.S. and. Rusilgsguld bo!h beneht from better relahons, | want to send a clear message to Viadimir Putin. Even

though 1 believe NATO- needs a considerable upgradmg, the U.S. under my administration.is.committed to. ou_D
‘ ugh 2GR E U o S e L
hIAJ_o_aEIariEE,'ﬁﬁnll defend any NATO nation threaténed by RusSIa, oF by 1515 terrorisis)

your famousZlittle green men”, from both Crlmea and from other parts of eastern Ukraine. If e, If you fail to do so, | 7
will.provide sophlsncated_weapons to the Ukranman military, and impose the harshest of sanctions on Russia,

¢ among a host of other measures. Don't test me.“} .

[And -Viadimir, I'm giving you 60 days to pull all your troops, whether under Russian.Insignia, or.whether lhey're)

http://stevechabot.com/blog/the-inaugural -address-donald-trump-should-give-but-probably-wont/ 3/5
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?o Vlad, if you were pullmg 6" me;thanksT If you want to act like'a civilized' Ieader, in a civilized world, great.
Rk et

%-___ .
we'll get along Fine Bt if you continue to act like the world’s thug, I'll be your worst enemy. And you should )
have.been_rooting for Hillary.

And finally, on the domestic front, 'm fully committed to the goals | talked about during the campaign:
improving the economy, bringing jobs back to America, reforming the tax code, getting rid of Obamacare and
replacing it with something better, and so on. But in retrospect, there’s something | didn’t talk about much.
And that's getting our fiscal house In order — balancing the budget and starting to pay down our nearly $20
trillion in debt. t wish I'd talked about it more during the campaign. t didn’t. But after talking to a lot of folks
whose opinions | respect, I'm now convinced we've got to tackle this problem before it’s too late. So I'm
committing to you, the American people, that the budget will be balanced by the time | leave office, or | will
transfer 90% of my assets, Including Trump Tower, to the U.S. Treasury to help pay down the national debt.

:

(President Trump’s inaugural address went on for some time after this memorable promise, but in the interest
of respecting your time, I'll stop there. See you next week.)

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it} G
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Let’s Keep Our Eye on the Ball
March 8th, 2017 Posted by Steve

The press and the American Left have been chasing their tails for some time now, trying to prove that the
e e e e —————
Russians elected Donald Trump presldent.&es,.Tr_ump does seem to have an odd fondness.for. Putin, despite

B e S

{the fact that this former KGB operative Is a thug and a murderer. Some have even called it 2 man crush
e
{whatever that Is.)
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The latest chapter in this saga occurred over the weekend when President Trump alleged that President
Obama and his intelligence agencies had Trump Tower wire-tapped during the presidential campaign,
presumably to prove some Trump/Russian connection. As usual, FOX News and The Right came to the Trump
Administration’s defense in this flap, the mainstream media and The Left say Trump’s claims are irresponsible

Steve's Most Po
and outlandish and are a threat to democracy and all that is good. ost pular BIOg Posts
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Tax Cut Bill

o -Multiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

o So Who's Winning? The Russians, That’s Who.
o Republican Disgruntlement

o So How Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

hannel

1 think we should all calm down, and let the facts take us where they may. But more importantly, | am
concerned that all the political infighting is a distraction from something far more important. Despite having
signed an agreement with the previous Obama Administration, Iran recently fired several ballistic missiles, one
with a message on it written in Hebrew that read “Israel should be wiped off the earth.” Iran then followed up
several days later firing a number of Russian-made surface-to-air-missiles. And If this wasn’t bad enough, over
the weekend, lunatic-led North Korea fired off four ballistic missiles, despite the rest of the world‘s warnings
not to.

huip://stevechabot.com/blog/lets-Keep-our-eye-on-the-ball/
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THIS is what we really should be focused on. We very well could be approaching a point where several rogue
nations either have, or soon will have, the abllity and the desire to deliver and detonate a nuclear device on
American soil.

First, some history. During World War II, the United States and Nazi Germany were secretly racing to be the
first to harness the power of the atom as a3 weapon. Fortunately the United States won that race, and used the
fearsome device against our then-enemy, imperial Japan, twice, and thereby saved the lives of perhaps a
million Americans, who would otherwise have been killed trying to take the Japanese homeland by force. Also
fortunately, neither atomic nor hydrogen weapons have so far been used against a foe since 1945 {70+ years.)
It is the world's ultimate challenge to see that this remains the case.

Hlagasaki - Hiroshima
There have been a few close calls over the years. The Cuban Missile Crisis is one. The high-wire tension
between India and Pakistan back in 1998, with both sides provocatively detonating test explosions Is another.

Shortly after September 11th, President George W. Bush, in a speech before a joint session of Congress {I was
there) famously declared that there was an “Axis of Evil* which had to bé dealt with - iraq, Iran, and North
Korea. He obviously acted {some would argue over-acted) with respect to Iraq, and we saw the overthrow and
subsequent execution of Saddam Hussein. But iran and North Korea are still out there -arguably more

dangerous than ever.

With respect to Iran, | would argue that the Obama Administration completely blew it. First of all, shortly after
taking office, Obama scrapped a deal the Bush Administration had reached with our Polish and Czech alties to
locate anti-ballistic missite systems in each country, to protect the United States and our European allies from
Iranian inter-continental ballistic missiles. The main reason Obama did this, was to avoid offending Russia — the
very thing Democrats accuse Trump of. ’

hllp:Ilstevechabol.comlblogllels-keep-our-eye-oﬁ-lhe-balll
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Then Obama entered into the very flawed Iran Deal, which virtually guarantees that Iran will have nuclear
weapons in the not-distant future. It of course also allowed $150 billion to flow to the world’s chief supporter
of terrorism, Iran.

And as for North Korea, the Obama Administration left the Trump Administration 3 situation as dangerous as
Iran, if not mare so. North Korea has continued to move fgrward with 3 nuclear weapons program which will
soon be able to hit the continental United States. North Korean leaders dismissed warnings by Barack Obama,
Just as they did from George Bush and Bill Clinton before him.

Here's my recommendation to the Trump Administration. The only country that has any real leverage with
North Korea Is China. The key isto convince China to use that leverage on North Korea. And the only thing|
belleve that will get China’s attention, is if China's rivals in the region, Japan and South Korea, CONSIDER
establishing nuclear weapons programs themselves. North Korea's provocative actions certainly justify this. |
would advise the Trump Administration to enter into talks with Japan and South Karea about the possibility of
beginning such programs. it's my opinion that such discussions would get China’s attention, and that China
might finally put pressure on North Korea to back off.

mE

Interestingly, according to the New York Times, the cutgoing president, Barack Obama, told the incoming
president, Donald Trump, that North Korea would be “the most urgent problem” he would face. This is already
proving to be the case.

And thank God that one of President Trump's predecessors, Ronald Reagan, didn’t back down in the face of
withering criticism from The Left and the mainstream press when Reagan proposed the development of an

hutp://stevechabot.com/blog/lets-keep-our-eye-on-the-ball/
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anti-missile defense system. Reagan called this bullet-hitting-a-bullet effort the Strategic Defense Initiative
(SDI). His critics derisively referred to it as "Star Wars”, and said it would never work.

DEFENDING DEFENSE | I o

Budgel Batbes and Star Wars
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Well, we've come a long way over the past 30 years in the development of this nuclear defense shield. it may
Just save Seattle, or San Francisco, or Los Angeles from a North Korean attack some day. And it probably
already helped lead to the fall of the former Soviet Union, because our ﬁrinclpal foe back then was unable to
keep up with the cost of developing their own counter version of “Star Wars®, and imploded.

The bottom line is, let’s not get distracted by the hysterics of the day (or the latest tweet.) Let’s instead stay
focused on those things which are truly important. And protecting our nation from a nuclear-armed lunatic like
Kim Jong Un, has to be at or near the top of the list.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! G+
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What Trump Should Tell Putin When They Meet This Week
July 5th, 2017 Posted by Steve

In a couple days, Donald Trump and Viadimir Putin will both be in Hamburg, Germany, for the G-20 Summit. it's
been confirmed that the two leaders will meet there, for the first time since Trump became President.

Like Pago

pamars o
-

l ’l'b‘-"s‘

What should they talk about? Well a lot of liberals (progressives, Democrats, the mainstream press, whatever

you want to call them), believe that Trump and Putin, or at least their surrogates, have been working together

for some time, first to steal the election last November, and then to cover the whole thing up. So whatever .

Trump and Putin actually talk about behind closed doors, it will be assumed by many that they were up to no Steve's Most Popular Blog Posts

good. o What You Need to Know About the Republican
) Tax Cut Bill

o Multiple Sclerosis

o At the Border

o So Who's Winning? The Russians, That’s Who.
o Republican Disgruntlement

o So'How Will the New Republican Tax Plan
Affect You?

(Imn, at.the.top of Trump's list. should be.— Crimea. Yes, Crimea. Much | of therest of the world has a_)

bt -8 L

'_'_-——-'
but forgotten about Russla‘s hostile Invasion and subsequeg_t annexation of Crimea. It's been more than lhreD

years now..The_feeble, reaction by The West ln general and d by the Obama Administration.in patticular, was i

faliilly e

embarrassmg And dangerous, because it invites future aggresslon by Russia, o by other bad actors across the i

glob.e)

http:f/stevechabot.convblog/what-trump-should-tell-putin-when-they-meet-this-week/
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Yes, some sanctions were imposed on Russia, but they weren‘t that tough, and Russia figures they came out
ahead in the deal.cr‘h‘us Putin has continued pusliing the envelope in eastern Ukraine, hoping througﬁ]
lgggr'e“s‘s‘iv'e’ military action to annex even more territory from Ukraine to Russia. The Obama Admi_qistrationl
tefiised to SEst The UKTaInians By arming Them, and unfortunately the Trump Administration, at least thus fan
e rm—— e . i —
My_tg_sggmy_ykraine with defensive weapons either,

Ay

ERVA

sMy view js that Rutin will.continue to.push untiLhe meets serious resistance. And that is whe_r_e_|_ Ilgl_ievg]
Donald Trump should come In. Trymp should tell Putin, in no uncertain terms, that he must get out of Crlmeg,,
(and_cease hostilities in the rest of Ukraine, Further, Putin shouldbe (old to Back off the growlng pressure he ]
has.been.exerting on other eastariEuropean nations, iike Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania;aid Poland. (n the MiddIg
{ . E— AN . [
East, Putin should betold that Russlan targeting of anti-Assad forces, rather than of ISIS, is not only~
Py e e e e e ST e
nwelcome, bt will no longer be tolerated. And the buzzing 6f U.S. planes and ships by Russian planes, must
zease immediately, of €156,
—

‘Trurr'l‘p'ili’&ilﬂ'lnjg;m Putin.that.he.will be working closely with Congress first, and then with American gll_les_,ta
el R il o e S

@amah‘callv tighitéh sanctions-agalnst RUSSI3 until all of the.above-are accomplished. The only thing Putin

(@gﬁstands. and yields to, is power. And the U.S. Fias a it more of it than Putin does - we JUst haven't beeh:)

ig'iins_i‘tﬁ -
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Anyway, that’s what | would do. Unless of course the crazy libs are right, and Trump and Putin have been in
cahoots all along. In that case, we're in big trouble.

If you enjoyed this post, please consider sharing it! .G

« « Obamacare Repeal Delayed; Obama Knéw About Russian Meddilng, but Did Nothing; A “Matter”, Not an
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Exhibit C

Other Larrabee Complaints Filed

Digitally signed
by Kathryn Ross
Date: 2017.11.17
16:45:01 -05'00'
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11117/2017 Bondi Hit With Ethics Complaints Over Trump Donation | Miami New Times

BOOKSE AUTHORS" READERSZ MUSICA. Book Fair
COOKING& IDEAS& SUNSHINE: COMMUNITY <N
November 12 - 19, 2017 / DOWNTOWN MIAMI N

B8 -nlma

4

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

o Miami Hurricanes Are the Best Football Teamin the
Natlon

J Flondu Guve Out lrmu Food stamps on Elecﬂon Day
Keeping Poor Voters From Polls

L-

ADVERTISEMENT - HOVER TO EXPAND
0 R /

BREWFEST DEC. 9 2017

\, MOCA PLAZA | an

Pam Bondi Courtesy of State of Florida

m Bondi Hit With
ics Complaints as
Calls for

Investigation Info 23'5'*:&%‘.’5
Trump Donation SUMMIT

ADVERTISEMENT

G r o v v ' MARGARITAVILLE HOLLYWOOD BEACH
KYLE MUNZENRIEDER | JUNE 9, 2016 | 10:33AM AN EDUCATIONAL
i USE CODE
25 Attorney General Pam Bondi's EXPLORATION INTO CANNADIS
o ) . THE WORLD OF TO SAVE $101
political headache is growing CANNABIS

2 worse. Calls for an independent

investigation into a $25,000 KEEP SCROLLING OR CLICK TO READ:

1 . . A, :
donation made by Donald Trump Pam Bondl Hit With Ethics Complaints as
to Bondi's PAC continue.to mount, Calis for Investigation Into Trump Donation
and the AG has now been hit with

http:/iwww.miaminewtimes.com/news/pam-bondi-hit-with-ethics-complaints-as-calls-for-investigation-into-trump-donation-grow-8514765 19



CITIES T o I P TS0

Bondi Hit With Ethics Complaints Over Trump Donation | Miami New Times
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Florida Elections Commission, and |

Florida Bar.

Earlier this week, a political
consultant who worked on Bondi's
2014 reelection campaign
disclosed that Bondi had
personally solicited the donation
from Trump. Days after receiving
the $25,000 check, her office
announced it would not pursue an
investigation based on complaints
filed by Floridians claiming they
were ripped off by Trump
University and the affiliated
Trump Institute.

ADVERTISING

The timing looks parﬂicularly
suspicious, and the appearance
isn't helped by the fact that Trump
regularly claims on the campaign
trail that politicians regularly do
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Trump said at a campaign rally in

Iowa this past January. "When |

call, they kiss my ass. It's true."

f_ J. Whitfield Larrabee, a Bostor]

[awyer, s behind the three formal |
[complaints.against Bondi]
"Pamela Bondi's actions suggest a
conflict of interest and create the

appearance of impropriety,” the
lawyer wrote in one the
complaints.

(Carrabee tells the TampaBay
(Times that he'sa polifical
['independentﬁ\“/v"i'fﬁ"rfo*ti"eS'to*Fl'dri'clﬂ
politics} It is up to Florida
Commission on Ethics, Florida
Elections Commission, and Florida

"Bar whether to investigate the
complaints further.

The editorial boards of some of
Florida's largest newspapers,
including the Orlando Sentinel,

the Miami Herald, and the Tampa
Bay Times, have also called foran
independent investigation into the
situation.

"If Bondi truly did nothing wrong,
she will welcome an independent
investigation to clear her name,"
the Orlando Sentinel wrote.

hilp:/Mww.miaminewlimes.com/news/pam-bondi-hit-with-ethics-complaints-as-calls-for-investigation-into-trump-donation-grow-8514765 39
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SIGNING UP lai
FOROUREMAIL  complaints
NEWSLETTERS. filed against

SHOW ME Trump's
HOW companies
e

solicited the money. However,

on ‘September 17,2013 her office
told the Orlando Sentinel it would
consider joining the New York
Attorney General's office to look
into the complaints. Three day's
later, Trump's check came in.

“I never, nor was my office,
investigating him," Bondi told

the Miami Herald. "Never. [ would

never lie. I would never take
money. I've been obviously
devastated over this.”

Bondi further claims that most of
the complaints were filed while her
predecessor, Bill McCollum, was in
office and that the Florida
complaints would be covered
under the New York investigation.
However, the New York.
investigation centers on only
Trump University. In Florida,
Trump did business under the
affiliated but separate Trump
Institute.

Bondi was the most prominent

1Y

wasn't aware of

419
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11/17/2017 GOP lobbyist latest to seek Trump-Bondi donation prabe - Orlando Sentinel

GOP lobbyist latest to seek Trump-Bondi
donation probe

Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi speaks at a Donald Trump campaign rally at the Témpa Convention Center in downtown Tampa, Fla:.
on Saturday, June 11, 2016. (Loren Elliott/ AP)

By Gray Rohrer

SHARE THIS ' f | v/)

Conservative lobbyist to Justice Dept.: Look into Trump-Bondi donation

AUGUST 22, 2016, 12:46 PM

ALLAHASSEE — Nearly three years after Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi accepted a political
donation from Donald Trump, the controversy just won't go away.

the scrutiny on the donation and attracted more

Support Quality Journalism

inton.
Subscribe for only 99¢ START NOW?»

http://iwww.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/os-bondi-trump-donation-heat-20160822-story. html 13

¢ e — e —— — —



B OO P foa D e

111712017 GOP lobbyist latest to seek Trump-Bondi donation probe - Orlando Sentine!

Last week, longtime conservative Washington lobbyist Jack Burkman asked U.S. Attorney General Loretta
Lynch to investigate the $25,000 donation to Bondi's And Justice for All political committee in September
2013. Shortly afterward, Bondi decided not to join a New York lawsuit against Trump University, a real estate
seminar course with many customers who say they were bilked of thousands of dollars.

Bondi has denied any wrongdoing, but a political aide told the Associated Press she personally solicited the
donation from Trump. Her office did not respond to a request for comment.

Burkman has a long list of clients and is accustomed to holding big-money fundraisers for candidates, but he
said Trump's public bragging about "buying" politicians shocked him.

"There's never been anything like this in U.S. history -- a guy that openly brags about corruption,” Burkman
said in an interview.

The donation resurfaced as Trump surged in the polls early this year and began to win GOP primaries. In stump
speeches that scolded politicians for being beholden to donors, he boasted about giving to them himself.

"When I call, they kiss my ass. It's true,” Trump said during a January speech in Iowa.

[Burkman's corﬁplaint comes on the hem"e‘r'ﬁlé'd'by Boston lawyer Whitfield Larrabee with the Internal}

—"“‘-—q—_—n——f ___‘___-._—-——"“—“_-—____
Revenue § Semce LaiTabee wants'tlie IRS to probe the donation becaiise it came from the Trump Foundatlolﬂ
._'F“—\

charlty, and federal law prohibits political"donations by non-profits!

ey o

The complaint'isoiie 6f several lodged by Larrabee with a variety of agencles Florida state attorneys, ths the
@mda Commission on Ethics, the Florida Elections Commission and "the Florida B'ET*’The Florida Bar, wh1ch
@ d it doesn't have jurisdiction, and the ethics commission, which sald they would look into the matter to see if]

‘ it's a legally valid complaint before launching a full inquity, have been the only agencies to respond, Larrabee

said.

Gov. Rick Scott has defended Bondi by saying the complaints are politically motivated. But Larrabee, who's not
registered with either major party but plans to vote for Clinton, notes he's filed similar complaints against
Democrats, including former Massachusetts Attorney General Martha Coakley over alleged public records law
infringements.

e " e ey ey et =T P THEI It e e
l What I'm trying to do is prevent what T see as corrupt, unprincipled, bigoted and ruthless individuals from

gaining or holding onto_pol1t1cal.powe1,_Lagaﬁbge_§a_u_ljl

F_

Burkman's complaint is the first to come from a Republican, but he is part of the GOP establishment in
Washington, which Trump has blasted in months past.

Burkman said his attitude toward Trump has lurched from dismissal to begrudging acceptance and, finally,
adamant opposition. He supported Jeb Bush in the primaries and call Trump a "joke" last September.

http:/iwww.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/os-bondi-trump-donation-heat-20160822-story.htmi 23
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11/17/2017 GOP lobbyist latest to seek Trump-Bondi donation probe - Olando Sentinel

When Trump was on the verge. of claiming the nomination in May, Burkman offered to hold a fundraiser for
him, but was rebuffed by Trump's campaign. Burkman says he met with Trump then and realized he was
unqualified to be president.

"What I found ogt.was that he was not just nuts but completely nuts,” Burkman said.

A Trump campaign representative did not respond to a request for-comment.

Neither Larrabee nor Burkman say they are fr_ustr-ated with the lack of movement on their complaints. .
"The point of it is to start the wheels of j'u;tice. The wheels of justice grind slowly,” Bu.rk-r.nan_ said.
.grohrer@orlandosefitinel-com or (850) 222-5564

Copyright © 2017, Orlando Sentinel
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State attorney clears Donald Trump, Pam Bondi on
campaign donation

Arek Sarkissian, arek.sarkissian@naplesnews.com; 850-559-7620  Published 7:48 p.m. ET April 6, 2017 | Updated 8:11 p.m. ET April 6, 2017

A state prosecutor cleared Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi and President Donald Trump of wrongdoing
Thursday in connection with a $25,000 contribution to a political action committee supporting her 2014 re-
election campaign. ’

Massachusetts lawyer J. Whitfield Larrabee alleged Trump used the campaign contribution he made in 2013 to
persuade Bondi not to investigate his online university.

But a prosecutor from the office of State Attorney Stephen B. Russell wrote in a memo that Larrabee’s
allegation had no evidence.

"There's nothing contained therein that Larrabee had any direct knowledge, physical evidence or sworn
testimonial evidence that the offense of bribery occurred,” wrote Amira D. Fox, Russell's chlef assistant

(Photo: Steve Canon/AP) aftorney. “The majority of the complaint consists of insinuation without any material evidence in support.”

(‘Iﬁ?rabee said Russell's decision was flawed, partly because he was never oonlacteﬂ

More: D: :
i i 86962

“I condemin the decision of STaTe';\Tt;rney Stephen Russell not to conduct an investigation of Attorney General Bondi for violating Florida's laws

prohibiting public officials from accepting a brib&,” Uafrabee wroterin'a Statement. “The decision is factually and legally flawed. Before_making the

decision, no one from the State Attorney'’s office spoke with me about this matten;.

Attempts to contact Bondi for comment through her office were unsuccessful.

More: Pam Bondj doesn

donations/90730170/)

Russell's decision comes about a week after a federal judge approved a $25 million settlement between Trump and students who paid his university for
real estate seminars.

Larrabee’s complaint stems from Trump contributing $25,000 to Bondi's And Justice for All political qclion committee.

Larrabee used nine news reports in his complaint to show Trump made the donation to stop Bondi from investigating Trump University. The school faced
thousands of complaints from students who described its courses as worthless.

Bondi disputed the media reporis during a September news conference outside her state Capitol office. She said her staff reviewed one consumer
complaint and was aware of an investigation by the New York atlorney general. But an investigation in Florida never was begun, she said.
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lawsuits/09872174,

Bondi had also said she-asked Trump for the money and he drew the contribution from his charity foundation. Using a charity to make a political
contribution is a federal offense, and the IRS handed Trump a fine and forced him to repay the foundation with his own money.

Bondi said she had tried to give back the money to Trump's foundation, but she was not allowed.

mp's donatio

-bite-him/89

Larrabee criticized Russell's office for not responding to Bondi’s acceptance of the charity money.

“There is'no doubt that the solicitationand acceptance of a $25,000.payment from the Trump.Foundation by Atlorney General Bondi, while her office was
reviewing comptaints against Trump University, corruplly violated Florida law,” Larrabee wrote. “Itis illegal under the laws of Florida and of the United
States to solicit or accept money from a charity for a political campaign.”

Larrabee filed his complaint late last year with the Hillsborough County state attorney's office where Bondi worked as a prosecutor. That conflict prompted
Gov. Rick Scott to reassign the-case in December to'Russell's Fort Myers-based office.

Fox notedin her memo to Russell that Larrabee filed his complaint Aug. 1 — 13 days after Trump received the Re_publican nomination for president. He-
also filed éight identical complaints with federal and state authorities in New York:and Florida in June, days after Scott announced he would

not investigate Bondi or Trump.

Read or Share this story: http://fplsne.ws/20G8G3A .
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1111712017 Bribery case against Bondi, Trump squashed - NBC-2.com WBBH News for Fort Myers, Cape Coral & Naples, Florida

HOME NEWS  WEATHER  JALKERS TRAFFIC SPORTS  NEWSLINKS  EXTRAS

Br.ibery case ag_ainsf Bondi,
Trump squashed

Posted: Apr 06, 2017 4:50 PM EDT
Updated: Apr 06,2017 4:52 PM EDT

A criminal case against Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi alleging bribery
with a campaign contribution from Donald Trump has been squashed.

While Bondi was investigating Trump University in September of 2013, she
received a campaign donation for her re-election from the Trump Foundation
in the amount of $25,000. One day after receiving the donation, the attorney
general dropped the investigation.

The $25,000 donation was actually the second one given to the Bondi
campaign. The first one was $500 made in July of 2013.

‘The case was brought to Governor Rick Scott by Massachusetts lawyer J!
Whitfield Larrabee. It was filed 13 days dfter Trump Won the'Republican Party
nomination — almost.three-years-after-the.contribution was made:

Documents from the attorney’s office say Larrabee’s compldint was. lnsufflclent
to-conduct a criminal investigation Into the campaign contribution. lt-also say: Is
he had no direct.knowledge, physical.evidence-or-sword-testimonidl evidence
that the bribery occurred.

e

!
What is your reaction? 31votss powered by Vuukle
i 16% : 0% : o 0% . 81% ) i 3%
happy unmoved amused excited angry sad
ADVERTISEMENT
6 comments ' © Recommend 0

hitp:/fwrww.nbc-2.com/story/35090305/bribery-case-against-bondi-trump-squashed . 12
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11172017 Not enough evidence found for Bondi, Trump bribery complaint - Florida Politics

FLORIDAT
POLITICS

JASON

Bradeur‘ ror FLORIDA SENATE

fald by Jozon Giodour, Fepublicon, ki Stata Son

Not enough evidence found for Bondi, Trump
bribery complaint

‘GARY FINEOUT
April 6,2017,7:56 pm

A bribery complaint against President Donald Trump and Attorney

General Pam Bondi lacks enough evidence to move forward, a state

http:/iftoridapolitics.com/archives/235656-not-enough-evidence-found-bondi-trump-bribery-complaint

115



NGO I P

11117/2017

Not enough evidence found for Bondi, Trump bribery complaint - Florida Politics

prosecutor told the Governor Thursday.

The complaint filed by a Massachusetts attorney stemmed from
scrutiny last year over a $25,000 campaign contribution Bondi received
from Trump in 201_3. Bondi asked for the donation near the same time
that her office was being asked about a New York investigation of

alleged fraud at Trump University.

Learn more.

—r
\‘:' I o 'Y
! ' MR

Gov. Rick Scott handed the case to a southwest Florida prosecutor
after another prosecutor said he could not investigate the case because

Bondi used to work him.

A prosecutor working in State Attorney Stephen Russell's office
concluded that there is no reasonable suspicion that Trump or Bondi

broke Florida's bribery law.

Amira Fox, the chief assistant state attorney, said in a memo about the
case that the complaint against Bondi was “insufficient on its face to
conduct a criminal investigation” and was based almost entirely on

media coverage.

ﬂafmb—rity-of—t@mplaint consists_of insinuation without any,

(Umaterial evidence in support,” Fox wrote)

http://foridapolitics.com/archives/235656-not-enough-evidence-found-bondi-trump-bribery-complaint
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Not enough evidence found for Bondi, Trump bribery complaint - Florida Polilics

Thank you Sen. Mayfeld &
Reps. Magar and Grall

for championing legislation to protect taxpayers
and ensure public safety.

Fox added that although a campaign contribution could be viewed as a
type of bribe, there was no evidence that Bondi asked for the money in

exchange for any official act.

(J_Whitheld Larrabee, who has filed humerous complaints against]

(Bondi;questioned the scope of the investigation. He said there was.no

o—p— o Ay L gpe—T x
evidence—in—the memo }D?_L prosecutors spoke to any witnesses)

{Larrabee gg[l_ce,dﬂ_Ru.s_é;e.l_lis.d_ecision to drop.the case “a gutless move that
(w3s politicallymotivated.}

Bondi, who endorsed Trump's bid for president right before the Florida

Republican primary, has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing and

defended her decision to accept the contribution. Recent frequent trips

to Washington have stirred media speculation that she might wind up

taking a job in the Trump administration.

The 2013 check to a committee supporting Bondi's re-election
campaign from the Donald J. Trump Foundation violated a federal
prohibition against charities giving money to political groups. But the
issue flared back to life tast summer afnid media coverage of Trump’s
presidential campaign and news that his foundation paid a $2,500 fine
to the IRS over the donation. Whitfield filed his complainf last August.

http://Mloridapolitics.com/archives/235656-not-enough-evidence-found-bondi-trump-bribery-complaint
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Not enough evidence found for Bondi, Trump bribery complaint - Florida Politics

Though both Trump University and the Florida-based Trump Institdte
had stopped offering classes by the time Bondi took office in 2011,
more than 20 complaints had been filed by former students who

claimed they were swindled.

A judge last week approved an agreement for the president to pay $25
million to settle lawsuits over Trump University, ending nearly seven
years of legal battles with customers who claimed they were misled by

failed promises to teach success in real estate.

The Associated Press reported last June that Bondi personally asked
Trump for help for her 2014 re-election. She has said she turned to him
because he was on a list of “friends and family” she sought money from

when she first ramped up fundraising efforts.

Though Bondi has not given a precise date for her call with Trump,
documents show the political action committee she was asking donors
to support was created in early August 2013. Trump signed a check on
Sept. 9 and it was received by Bondi’s political committee on Sept. 17 of

that year.

But by that time, emails show that top officials in her office - including
her chief of staff - were being asked by reporters in Florida about a

lawsuit against Trump University by the New York attorney genéraL

Bondi's office said at the time that it was “reviewing” the lawsuit, but it
never took any other action. Bondi said her office receives tens of

thousands of such complaints each year. Bondi said that she was

http:/floridapolitics.com/archives/235656-not-enough-evidence-found-bondi-trump-bribery-complaint
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1117/2017 Not enough evidence found for Bondi, Trump bribery complaint - -Florida Politics
unaware that her office had been asked about the New York lawsuit
until a Florida columnist highlighted.the case and the October 2013
donation from Trump. '
She said she tried to return the $25,000 check to Trump this.year when
she found out that the money came from his foundation and not from
his personal funds. But the Trump Foundation returned the money and

e ettedSin

] told Bondi's accountant that Trump himself had reimbursed the money.

Facebook Twitter Google+ Linkedin Pinterest

| — 1 Comment

Ray Roberts
April 7,2017 at 12:55 pm

Investigation? What investigation? The offices of this State
- have deteriorated badly under Scott and Bondi a_nd the
Republican Iegi_slatu__r-e. As always, this group takes office and

then fails at government.

htlp:llﬂoridapolilits.'comlarchivesl235656-not-enough-evidencg-found-bondi-trump-bribery-complaint
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1117/12017 Ethics commission: No probable cause in Bondi-Trump bribery complaint - Orlando Sentinel

Ethics commission: No probable cause in Bondi-
Trump bribery complaint

By Gray Rohrer -
Tallahassee Bureau

APRIL 21, 2017, 2:25 PM

T ALLAHASSEE — A state ethics panel on Friday decided not to look further into a complaint-against
Attorney General Pam‘Bondi over.her solicitation of a campaign donation from President Donald Trump
in 2013.

The hearing conducted by the Florida Commission on. Ethics was closed to the public, but Tallahassee lawyer
Mark Herron represented Whitfield Larrabee, the Boston attorney who filed the complaint, at the hearing and
said the panel found no probable cause to investigate the matter further.

ugust 2013. Trump’s charity, the Trump

Support Quality Journalism ee the following month.

Subscribe for only 99¢ START NOW>

hitp://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/political-pulse/os-bondi-ethics-hearing-20170421-story.him! 1/2
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Her office at the time was considering what to do about complaints lodged about Trump University, a real
estate investment seminar that many customers say was worthless and swindled them out of thousands of
dollars.

;_“[Commlssmn chairman Matthew Carlucci] said there was no evidence of a quid pro quo, and nm
[she even knew of th m_plalnts to her office,” Herron said)

Bondi’s office eventually decided not to investigate the complaints orjoin a New York lawsuit against Trump
University. Trump also hosted a fundraiser for Bondi later in the campaign.

After he won the presidency last fall, Trump agreed to a $25 million settlement in the New York case.

During the campaign, Trump aides admitted that the donation from his charity — which violated a federal ban
on charities giving political donations — was a mistake.

Trump paid a $2,500 fine to the IRS..

Bondi has consistently maintained that she did nothing wreng. Her office could not immediately be reached for
comment. '

e S I DI [ g poar T S . _._p- Srep . o % ,"
Astate prosecutor looking int¢ atiother-complaint-from Larrabee earlier this month determined there wasn’t

any evidence of wrongdgiiig by Bondi'or Trump T’—
g1'ohrje1'@o;'landosentinel.-com or (850) 222-5564
'No reasondble suspicion’ for Trump-Bondi bribery complaint, prosecutor says ».
Copyright ® 2017, Orlando Sentinel

This article is related to: Donald Trump, Pam' Bondi

hitp://iwww.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/political-pulse/os-bondi-ethics-hearing-20170421-story.html 212
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The memory of a beloved pet inspires one couple's fight against injustice.

[ Wednesday, August 24, 2018

.IRS should investigate and prosecute. Donald Trump
for tax evasion and political corruption, according to
complaint about donations to Florida and Texas AGs

'The IRS should investigate :
Danald Trump and his q '
q.arganization. referring the

matter to the U.S. Department

of Justice (DOJ) for criminal
proseculion on tax-evasion
charges, according to a
complaint filed with the U.S,
iDepartment of Trealsury;“J !

L4 j .

Hoston altomey J. Whilfield
#Larrabee filed the complamt
\?n August 3, claiming lhal

rabable cause exists to
stablish thal Trump failed 10 pay $25,000 or thé 2013 tax-year and failéd 1o pay interes|,
axes and penalties on at least $25,000 of unreported income. The alleged violations are

nnected lo a campaign donation Trump made to Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi.’
{See the complaint and relaled documents at the end .Qf_.l'?i_s_PLs‘-_)) .

"7 """ Pam Bond and Donsid Tump
{From victorygroup.com)

D

° The complaint also alleges that Trump failed to report income and pay taxes related to a
$35,000 donation to Texas Allorney General Gregory Abbott’s 2013 campaign for govemnor.

In both instances, the states were thinking about joining, or initiating, investigations or
litigation against Trump University. After the donations arrived, both AGs withdrew from any
actions that would cast scrutiny on Trump Universily.

Larrabee's complaint alleges two counts of political corruption and one count of organized
crime against Trump and the Trump Organization.

manager Paul J. Manafort and related organizations regarding $12.7 million in cash |

Fn a separale complaint, Larrabee alleges tax evasion against former Triimp tampaign
payments Manaf Manafort received from the Ukraine Party of Regions between 2007 and 2012. }

————.

Taken together, Larrabee's documents portray a Republican presidential candidate who is_f;l-
the center of a financial mess that could have cirin_li_rlglj@pllcations,' —————

What about details regarding the donation to Florida AG Pam Bondi? From the complaint:

In summer of 2013, at a time when her office was reviewing complaints against
Trump University and related entities, Florida Attorney General Pamela Bondi
personally solicited a campaign contribution from Trump.

Weeks after Bondi solicited the contribution, on September 17, 2013, a political
group backing Bondi's re-election, called And Justice for All, reported receiving
a $25,000 contribution from The Trump Foundation. In its 2013 990-PF
Information Return, the Trump Foundation reported making a contribution to
And Justice For All, although it listed the incorract address for recipient of the
$25,000 political contribution. The And Justice for All organization was
established and maintained by Bondi. In a Statement of Solicitation Filed by
Bondi on August 6, 2013 with the Florida Division of Elections, as required by

https:/Negalschnauzer.blogspot.com/2016/08/irs-should-investigate-and-prosecute.html
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Florida Statute, 106.0701, Bondi stated that she “eslablished and “maintained”
the And Justice for All political organization.

What are the implications of the transaction? Larrabee spells it out in stark legal details:

The payment made {o Bendi's political committee was a bribe given in
exchange for Bondi's agreement not to join in or initiate litigation against
Trump, Trump University, and related entities.

In violation of his fiduciary duty as the president and manager of the Donald J.
Trump Foundation, Trump arranged for Donald J. Trump Foundation to make
the payment to Bondi's political group.

It is illegal under the laws of the United States, Florida and New York for
charities to make political contributions. 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3) provides that
charitable foundations may not "participate in, or intervene in (including the
publishing or distributing of statements), any political campaign on behalf of (or
in opposition t0) any candidate for public office.”

If the IRS takes a close look, it could spell trouble for Trump:

By misappropriating the assets of the Donald J. Trump Foundation, and
converting the assets of the foundation for his own personal use so as to
promote his political agenda,Trump personally benefited from the campaign
contribution to And Justice for All. Because Trump converted and stole money
from the Donald J. Trump Foundation, for his own use and benefit, he had a
duty to report the $25,000 as income on his 2013 tax return.

There is probable cause to conclude that Trump did not report the $25,000
payment as income and that he did not pay taxes on this income because the
payment itself was an illegal one, and it is unlikely that Trump voluntarily
disclosed his illegal acts to the United States government.

The allegations regarding the Abbott donation in Texas feature a similar refrain;

In 2010, Richard Berlin, an Assistant Attorney General with the Texas
Consumer Protection Division requested permission to file a lawsuit against
Trump University, Trump and his business partners seeking more than $5.4
million in penalties and restitution related to fraud and deceplive business
practices. The suit was dropped by the offica of Texas Attorney General
Gregory Abbott. Former Texas Deputy Chief of Consumer Protection John
Owens said the case was strong and had been dropped for political reasons. In
2013, Trump contributed $35,000 to Attorney General Abboltt in his campaign
to be Governor of Texas. Gregory Abbott is presently the Governor of Texas.
Trump has engaged in a pattern of corrupt influence peddling.

To his credit, Trump has been up front about the way he conducts business and political
affairs. Unfortunately, it appears his methods conflict with the law. Writes Larrabee:

Trump has publicly declared that he gives political contributions to elected
officials in exchange for political favors. On July 16, 2016, while campaigning in
Laconia, New Hampshire, Trump spoke about Jeb Bush's fundraising. He
stated: "He raises 100 million, so what does 100 million mean? 100 million
means he's doing favors for so many people, it means lobbyists, it means
special interests, it means donars. . . . Who knows it better than me? | give to
everybody. They do whatever | want. It's true.” On January 9, 2016, ata
campaign rally in Clear Lake lowa, which was broadcast on C-SPAN, Trump
boasted, “You know, it's interesting. | was looking at the ones I'm running
against. I've contributed to most of them -- can you believe it? I've contributed
to most of thern. And one of them said, No, | don't think you've contribuled to
ma. They found aut | did. | contribute to averybody. I've given to Democrats.
I've given fo Hillary. I've given to everybody, because that was my job. I've got
to give to them. because when | want something | get it. When | call, they kiss
my ass. it's true. They kiss my ass. It's true.”

https://legalschnauzer.blogspot.com/2016/08/irs-should-investigate-and-prosecute.html
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It's almost comical now to read Trump's words. But they aren't so funny when taken in
context with federal law, as Larrabee points out:

There is probable cause to conclude that, in exchange for Trump's promise of
financial support, Abbott agreed not to pursue litigation against Trump
University, Trump and Trump’s business partners, to the benefit of Trump and
The Trump Organization.

By avoiding litigation in exchange for the payment of a bribe, Trump and The
Trump Organization not only received a $5.4 million dollar benefit in that they
avoided paying penalties and restitution, but they also received a valuable
benefit in that they avoided the attorney’s fees and litigation costs that they
would have incurred if the Attorney General's Office had moved forward with
the recommended litigation.

There is probable cause to conclude that Trump and The Trump Organization
did not report the $5.4 million benefit as income and that they did not pay taxes
on this income because the payment itself was an illegal one and it is unlikely

that Trump or The Trump Organization voluntarily disclosed these illegal acts to

the United States government.

There is probable cause to obtain indictments against Trump and The Trump
Organization for tax evasion in the 2010 o 2013 time periad related ta the
failure to report and pay taxes on more than $5.4 million in income.

Where is this headed? That is not clear. But this is clear: Attorney J. Whitfield Larrabee isn't

messing around.

-Complaintre: Trump and IRS by Roger Shuler on Scribd
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23 people ask the
Justice Department
to launch a criminal

inquiry into its
chief, Jeff Sessions

By Kristine Phillips March 27

Nearly two dozen people from five states are accusing Attorney General
Jeff Sessions of lying to the Senate Judiciary Committee about his

communications with the Russian government and subsequently trying
to cover up that lie, according to a complaint sent to the Department of

Justice.

@pbint, which names 23 residents, states t Ll}g_tﬁ_gggiplls.gave
@nd misleading testimony during his confirmation heanﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂ
@ry when he told the Senate committee tlitﬁt‘lfé‘“diam
\communications with the Russians.”’}_t_@rther accuses theattorney|
{general of covering up thealleged perjury by’di‘rect‘iﬁg‘é“é‘i)'iiﬁm
{tomake a public statement saying he did not mislead the committeg; '

{ We feel there is @tﬁﬁa‘?@'ﬁim with a crime;"J)

(Whitfield Larrabee, a Massachusetts 1aivyer who represents the?s‘s
@,’tﬁla"ﬂle Washington Post. “We want indictments in the case,
e —— - ———_.)

T e w——

We want Kfton‘l_lgy.Cienetal_Sessions.to.b.e‘t__reated just the' sameas
{ tor) eated Just the sameas,

https://wwwwashingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/03...al-inquiry-into-its-chief-jeff-sessions/?utm_term=.aefc7e6fa075

1117117, 2:53 PM
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canyone else; We don't think that just because hie’s the attorney generaly.

@&shoﬂibsgﬁiﬁhmtﬁdifd‘tb‘ﬁiﬁgﬁharggs__ggg_ins_t - him s

Larrabee said the complaint was sent Monday to three Justice
Department divisions that investigate élleged crimes and misconduct by

agency employees and public officials.

How the agency will handle a complaint against its leader-is unclear.
Larrabee said the department should appoint a special prosecutor to
handle the investigation and prosecution.

A spokesman for one of the divisions, the Office of Inspector General,
declined to comment on the allegations. Other Justice Department

spokespeople haven’t responded to a request for comment.

. The group of complainants, which includes three doctors and a pastor,

are from California, Maine, Massachusetts, Oregon and Vermont.

Earlier this month, The Post revealed that Séssions met with Russia’s
ambassador to the United States twice last year and did not disclose
those communications when asked during his confirmation hearing.
The report intensified calls for a congressional investigation into
Russia’s involvement in the presidential election and also prompted
ethics complaints calling for disciplinary actions against Sessions, who

has been an attorney for more than four decades.

After The Post’s March 1 story, Sessions acknowledged that he briefly
spo_ke with Russian Ambassador Sergey. Kislyak at the Republican

National Convention in Cleveland in July and again at his Senate office
in September, but denied discussing President Trump’s campaign. The
former Republican senator from Alabama, who became Trump'’s

nominee for attorney general in November, has also recused himself

from Justice Department investigations related to the election, saying

he was following the advice of the agency’s ethics officials.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/03...al-inquiry-into-its-chief-jeff-sessions/?utm_term=.aefc7e6fa075
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The allegations in the complaint were partially over Sessions’s answer
to a question by Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.) during his Jan. 10
confirmation hearing. Franken asked Sessions what he will do

if “anyone affiliated with the Trump campaign” had communications
with the Russian government. '

“I'm not aware of any of those activities. I have been called a surrogate
at a time or two in that campaign and I did not have communications

with the Russians,” Sessions responded.

Sessions submitted written statements a week later in response to
questions by Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt.). Leahy asked: “Several of the
president-elect’s nominees or senior advisers have Russian ties. Have
you been in contact with anyone connected to any part of the Russian
government about the 20i6 election, either before.or after Election
Day?” .

His response: “No.”

The complaint further accuses Sessions of making additional false
statements to cover up the “perjurious testimony.” It cited a March 6
letter he wrote to the Senate Judiciary Committee in which he defended
his earlier testimony, as well as a statement posted on social media
saying Sessions never discussed the presidential campaign with any

Russian officials.

In the March 6 letter, Sessions said he “correctly” and “honestly”
answered questions about a “continuing excha‘nge of information”
between Trump surrogates and intermediaries of the Russian

government.
“I did not mention communications I had had with the Russian

ambassador over the years because the question did not ask about
them,” he wrote.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-nation/wp/2017/03...al-inquiry-into-its-chief-jeff-sessions/?utm_term=.aefc7e6fa075

11717, 2:53 PM
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Amid deep partisan rancor, Senate confirms Sessions for attorney

general

Jeff Sessions’s denials of contact with Russians are falling apart quickly-

Read the letter Coretta Scott King wrote opposing Sessions’s 1986

federal nomination

. e ettt = At

) 1014 Comments —1

- a e wa e

L,

Kristine Phillips is a general assighment reporter for

The Washinigton Post. Contact her at
kristine,phillips@washpost.com.
W Follow @kristinegWP
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Boston attorney J. Whitfield Larrabee files complaint
with Alabama State Bar against Jeff Sessions, pointing
‘to possible criminal acts that go way beyond perjury

Support the Schnauzer

We wrote last Tuesday about -
the complications that might i

arise if someone filed a bar Subscribe To
complaint against Trump

Attorney General Jeff Posts -
Sessions, in light of his false i

statements to Congress about Comments v

meelings with a Russlan !
ambassador during the 2016
campaign. It didn't take long
for someone to file that
complaint.

You want to mass with me?

Boston allorney J. Whitfield .

Mt it o St o e - - man

Larrabee filed a complaint; . Joff Sesslons

against Sessions with lhej

'Alabama Slate Bar last Thiirsday (March 9);jUst two days aftér our report, based oh
stalements from Western Michigan University law professor Victoria Vuletich. How's that forl
swift action? (The Larrabee complainl and attachments_are_embedded at the_end.of this

post)]

On the same day, the ACLU also filed a bar complaint against Sessions. If the Trump AG

. R : N g pursuit of truth and justice
thinks he isn't in hot water, perhaps he should ¢heck v_vnlh domestic diva Martha Stewart.
(More on that subject in a moment.)
Larrabee minces no words in his slatements about Sessions' aclions: About Me

legalschnauzer
The complaint accuses Sessions of violaling the Alabama Rules of
Professional Conduct by committing perjury and other crimes when he testified
before the Senate Judiciary Committes on January 10, 2017. The complaint | Missouri, 1978) Worked 11 years
alleges that Sessions commitied crimes when he falsely testified that he had for daily newspaper. Worked 19
no communications with the Russians during the election campaign and when years as university editor. Married, no kids.

he subsequently engaged in a cover up. In my opinion, Sessions’ continuing View my complete profile

service as Attorney General amounts to a serious conflict of interest, violates
the integrity of the United States Department of Justice and is a form of
corruption.

Roger Shuler: Have bachelor's
degree in joumnalism (U of

E-mail:

I've filed two or threa complaints against various lawyers with the Alabama State Bar, and rshuler3156@gmail.com

each time, | received nothing but a letter stating no Investigation would even be conducted. |
concluded the state bar is a corrupt right-wing outfit (which it is) that serves up protection,

more than discipline, for Alabama lawyers — at least those who are connecled to major firms Blog Archive
or the state's GOP noise machine. | decided to forego bar complaints and make more
productive use of my time. ¥ 2017 (298)

» November (19)
It might not be so easy for the bar to brush off Larrabee’s complaint against Jeff Sessions. To
be sure, Sessions is precisely the kind of lawyer the Alabama State Bar likes to protect. He P Oclober (29)
has the right-wing bona fides, and he likely is the organization's best known member. But » September (23)
Larrabee is a lawyer himself, he clearly is not a lightweight, and Sessions' violations of the > August (26)
bar code came in public view, with a national and international audience. It's going to be hard
to ignore them. > July (30)

https://legalschnauzer.blogspot.com/2017/03/boston-attorney-j-whitfield-larrabee.html 1/6



11/17/2017 Legal Schnauzer: Boston attorney J. Whitfield Larrabee files comptaint with Alabama State Bar against Jeff Sessions, pointing to possible crimi...

if the Alabama State Bar hasn't grown a spine, it might need to grow one in a hurry. Long-
time general Counsel Anthony McLain died in January. Experience taught me that McLain
was little more than an empty suit and an obstructionist. In fact, he.was.at the controls when > May(24)
Alabama’s legal communily spiraled into a mass of corruption and malfeasance, and there is » April (29)
litlle evidence to suggest McLain did anything about it. If Tony McLain were still alive, there is

littte doubt he would do his best to provide cover for Jeff Sessions. v March(29)

» June (28)

Hmmwmbhbdmp-

What happens now that McLain is gone? According to the bar’s Web sile, it appears no one
has been appointed 10 replace McLain, even on ari interim basis. The bar has three assisiant
general counsels -- Jeremy Mcintire, Mark Moody, and Tripp Vickers -- and they all probably
are right-wingers without an ounce of integrily among them. The Sessions story could shine
a glaring spotlight on the incompetence and corruption that has plagued the Alabama State
Bar for years.

Effort to shine spotlight on public
corruption in ...

Bentley's refusal to resign might
greatly enhance ...

‘Criminal complaint against

Attorney General Jeff S...

Arse jealousy and embarrassment

aiaili As for Larrabee, he has demonstrated a willingness to step an the reasons Alabama...
powerful toes when they appear to have danced into unethical and Evidence suggests Alabama
perhaps criminal territory. He filed multiple complaints against ' lawyer David Gespass gav...

candidate Donald Trump and Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi
over apparent bribery. (See here, here, here, and here.) From
Larrabee’s complaint against Sessions:

Beginning on or about January 10, 2017, Sessions
. engaged in unethical and criminal conduct in violation of the
J. Whitfield Larrabee Alabama Rules of Professional Conduct.

Sessions violated Rule 8.4(b) by committing a criminal act or criminal acts that
reflect "adversely on the lawyer’s honesty, trustworthiness or fithess as a
lawyer in other respects.”

Sessions violated Rule 8.4(c) by engaging “in conduct involving dishonesty,
fraud, deceit or misrepresentation.”

Sessions violated Rule 8.4(d) of the Alabama Rules of Professional Conduct by
engaging "in conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of justice.”

Sessions violated other provisions of the Alabama Rules of Professional
Conduct by giving false testimony to a legislative body, by failing to take
reasonable and approptiate measures to remedy this misconduct, by
affirmatively acting to cover up and conceal his misconduct, and by failing to
avoid conflicts of interest in his activities as a lawyer and public official.

Larrabee provides background on events leading to Sessions' false statements, in response
to questions from U.S. Sen. Al Franken (D-MN):

Ashley Madison customers
revealed: Lawyer Matthew ...

Martha Stewart wound up in an
orange jumpsuit for ...

A second gay-porn photograph
from his badpuppy.com...

Missouri deputies used “strong
hand,” “circumstanc...

-Shelby County's Al Crowson, one

of Alabama's most ...

U.S. military is scrambling to deal
with gay-porn ...

Ashley Madison customers
revealed: High Cotton exe...

My wife, Carol, sets the wheels in
motion to.get b...

Documents related lo my wife's
arrest in Missouri ...

While serving as U.S. atlomey in
Alabama, Jeff Se...

Americans |ove lawyer jokes; |
suspect, because ma...

Boston attorney J. Whitfield

Larrabee flles compla...
On January 6, 2017, the United States gavernment released a report In tight of our discovery about
expressing the conclusion of the F8I, CIA and NSA that Russia engaged in a timing of eviction...

campaign of cyberattacks, propaganda, and mis-information in order to aid
Trump to win the presidential election. This report gained a great deal of
coverage in the news media such that it very likely came to the altention of
Sesslons.

Prior to January 10, 2017, the FBI and US governmant intelligence agencies
concluded that Russian operatives were behind the hacking of the computers
of Democratic National Committee and of the email account of John Podesta,
chairman of Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign.

On January 10, 2017, Sessions gave sworn testimony before the Senate
Judiciary Committee in a hearing concerning his confirmation as Attorney
General.

In the hearing, Sessions told Franken, “l did not have communications with the Russians,”
even though Franken never asked him if he had. On March 1, The Washington Post reported
that Sessions had met at least twice with Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak during the
2016 campaign:

Larrabee oullines the elements of perjury under U.S. law and then states:

hitps:/Mlegalschnauzer.blogspot.com/2017/03/boston-attorney-j-whitfield-tarrabee.html

Washington Post story on Jeff
Sessions' meetings w...

The bogus criminal counts against
my wife, Carol, ...

U.S. Sen. Al Franken comes to the
clear conclusion... :

According to its own policies,
Missouri sheriff in...

Russia scandal and false’
statements to Congress co...

Eviction proceedings in Missouri
cannot begin unti...

As U.S. senator, Luther Strange
makes excuses for ...

Some of the nation's top legal
minds are off targe...

Trump AG Jeff Sessions once was
known mainly for b...
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11/17/2017 Legal Schnauzer: Boston attorney J. Whitfield Larrabee files complaint with Alabama State Bar against Jeff Sessions, pointing to possible crimi...

Evidence establishes that Sessions is guilty of perjury in violation of 18 U.S.C.
§ 1621.

After giving false, deceitful, dishonest, fraudulent and misleading testimony to
the Senate Judiciary Committee, Sessions participated in a cover-up of his
criminal, dishonest and unethical conduct.

On March 1, 2017, the Washington Post reported that Sessions met with
Kislyak twice in 2016 and that he failed to disclose the meetings when asked
by Franken.

On March 1, 2017, Sessions' spokeswoman, Sarah Isgur Flores (“Flores”)
responded to the Washington Post report. Referring to Sessions' testimony
before the Senate Judiciary Committee, Flores stated: “there was absolutely
nothing misleading about his answer.” Flores is the Director of Public Affairs at
the Department of Justice and is under Sessions supervision.

On March 1, 2017, in response to the Washington Post report, Sessions issued
a statement through Flores: “| have never met with any Russian officials to
discuss issues of the campaign. | have no idea what this allegation Is about. It
is false.”

Sessions’ denlals of the Washington Post report, and his assertion that the
repont was false, was itself false, misleading and dishonest. The Washington
Post never reported that Sessions and Kislyak discussed issues of the
campaign. Sessions’ statement about the Washington Post report included at
least one lie.

Once the false statements before Congress became public knowledge, Sessions made the
situation worse, Larrabee states:

Because Sessions’ testimony denying that he had communications with the
Russians was false and misleading, it was dishonest for him to aliow Flores to
speak on his behalf and to assert that “there was absolutely nothing misleading
about his answer.”

On March 6, 2017, Sessions submitted a letter to the Senate Judiciary
Committee supplementing his testimony on January 10, 2017. (Letter from
Sessions to Charles E. Grassley, Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
attached hereto as Exhibit “A.")

Sessions claimed in the letter that his response to Franken, denying any
communications with the Russians during the campaign, “was correct.” Rather
than acknowledge the falsity of his prior testimony, Sessions willfully and
deliberately insisted that his prior false testimony was correct. In doing so,
Sessions made an additlonal material false statement to the Senale Judiciary
Committee and attempted to conceat and cover up his prior faise testimony
and perjury.

This represents a violation of 18 U.S.C. 1001, Larrabee asserts. Il's not unusual for
individuals to go to prison for violating Sec. 1001, "Lying to Gavernment Agents.” The statute
ensnared Martha Stewart, and Larrabee makes it clear that Sessions’ issues go way beyond
perjury. tn fact, his issues go ta the heart of possible criminality in the Trump administration:

The ?BI and the United States Department of Justice ("DQJ") are currently
investigating links belween associates of Trump, the Trump campaign and the
Russian Government.

The individuals associated with the Trump campaign who were in contact with
Russian officials.include: Trump's former National Security Advisor Michael
Flynn, Trump’s advisor and son in-law Jared Kushner, Trump’s former
campaign manager Paul Manafort, Trump's foreign policy advisor Carter Page,
Director of Nalional Security for the Trump campaign J.D. Gordan and
Sessions. None of these individuals were properly registered as agents of the
Russian government under the Foreign Agents Registration Act, 22 U.S.C. §
611, el. seq. Trump and his represenlatives repeatedly and falsely denied that
thesa contacts with Russian officlals occurred. . . .

https:/Negalschnauzer.blogspot.com/2017/03/boston-atlorney-j-whitfield-larrabee.html
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Al of this points to violations of United Stalés Campaign Finance Act, 52'U.S_.c. §-30121.
Again, the Larrabee complaint goes way beyond Sessions and way beyond perjury:

Collusion with Russia by individuals associated with a political campaign, who
are not registered as foreign agents of Russia, in order to ald Russia in
influencing the election of the President of the United States, would be a
criminal violation of the Foreign Agents Registration Act.

Kislyak and Sessions were likely in contacl because of Sessions’ position and
relationship with Trump and his campaign. Sessions was not part of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. Except for his participation in the Trump
campaign, there were few other reasons for the Russian ambassador to want
to communicate with Sessions in the midst of an election. The primary reason
Kislyak communicated with Sessions was his role in the Trump campaign, not
his role as a Senator.

Sessions' contacts with the Russian ambassador during the election campaign
and his false and misleading statements denying these contacts are specific
facts that give rise lo a reasonable suspicion that Sessions was involved in
criminal aclivity related to Russian interference with the 2016 election.

Let those words sink in for a moment: "Sessions was involved in criminal activity related to
Russian interference with the 2016 election.” This suggests a scandal that might dwarf
Watergate in scope and serlousness.

And one of Alabama's senior political figures appears o be at the heart of it.

LAW OFFICES OF

J.\WHITFIELD LARRABEE
TRIAL AND APPELLATE LAWYERS
251 HARVARD STREET. SUITE 9
BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS 03448

TELEPHONE: (817) 566-3670
FACSIMILE: (617) 5076438

March 9, 2017
Vi MAIL AND FIR: MAIL
Alabama Stare Bar
Disciplinary Commission
P.O. Box 671
Montgomery. AL 36101-0671
In Rz Jeffergon B, Sessjons, 11l

Dvar Sir or Madam:

Enclosed for filing please find a discipli: int fonin

y comphaint and compl
professional misconduct by anorncy Scfferson 8. Sessions. WL o member of the Alabama Siate
Bar.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this maners,

Very truly yours,

Page 1 [/ 37

J. Whitficld Lanabee

Posted by legalschnauzer at 1;24:00 PM Y]

Labels: Al'Franken, Alabama s'l_at_e_B_ar; Anthony McLain, Donald Trump, J. Whitfield.
Larrabse, Jeft ée_ssions, Jeremy Mcintire, Mark Moody, Martha Stewart, Pam Bondi, Tripp
Vickers

https:/fiegalschnauzer.blogspot.com/2017/03/boston-attorney-j-whitfield-larrabee.htm!
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11/47/2017 - Lawyer files'Alabama Bar Association complaint against Jeff Sessions | AL.com

REAL-TIME NEWS FROM BIRMINGHAM

Lawyer files Alabama Bar Association
complaint against Jeff Sessions

Updated Mar 10, 2017;
Posted Mar 9, 2017

Jeff Sessions

Attorney
General Jeff
Sessions
speaks at
the Justice
-Department
in |
Washington,
-Thursday,
March 2,
2017. (AP
Photo/Susan
Walsh)
(Susan
Walsh)

1.1k ' . 32k
" shares
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11/17/2017 Lawyer files Alabama Bar Association complaint against Jeff Sessions | AL.com

By Howard Kbglowitz, hkoplowitz@al.com

A Boston-area attorney filed a complaint Thursday with the
Alabama Bar Association against U.S. Attorney Jeff
Sessions, alleging the former Alabama senator violated the
Bar's code of conduct by engaging in "unethical and
criminal conduct” during his confirmation hearing.

(_Whitfield-Larrabee, the lawyer who filed the complaint, is|
fclaiming that Sessions_violated several provisions of thé,
(Bar's rules of professional conduct when he fold the
(Senate Judiciary Committee in January that he "had.no)
[Contact withthe Russians." Larrabee is.asking the]
@ssociationtoinvestigate his claimsbecause Sessions is]
@n_ attorney licensed in Alabama. ]

A spokeswoman for the Bar association said she could not
confirm that the organization received the complaint
because filings are confidential. Larrabee, who filed
complaints with federal prosecutors in New York and
Florida alleging bribery, fraud and conspiracy against then-
presidential candidate Donald Trump and Florida Attorney
General Pam Bondi, provided AL.com with his complaint
-against Sessions.

Penalties for being found in violation of the code of
conduct range from probation to disbarment. Larrabee
said he hoped his complaint would lead to Sessions’.
disbarment, although it's unclear whether having his law
license revoked would disqualify him from being attorney
general.

http://www.al.com/news/birmingham/index.ssf/2017/03/lawyer_files_alabama_.bar_assoc.html
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111712017 Lawyer files Alabama Bar Association complaint against Jeff Sessions | AL.com

"My concern is I'm anattorney, I'm a citizen, and I'm
concerned it's pretty clear he hasn't testified truthfully to
the United States Senate," Larrabee, who practices civil
rights and trial law, said in a phone interview. "I'd like him
to be subject to appropriate discipline."

Sessions recused himself last week from any investigations
involving communication between the Donald Trump
campaign and the Russians after it was revealed that he
met twice with Russian ambassador to the United States
Sergey Kislyak during the campaign. The attorney general

. -denied any impropriety, maintaining he met with Kisl_yak in
his capacity as a member of the Senate Armed Services
Committee. Sessions was the first sitting senator to
endorse Trump and headed the then-candidate's national
security advisory committee.

In his complaint, Larrabee claimed Sessions violated

"adversely on the lawyer's honesty, trustworthiness or
fitness as a lawyer in other respects," engaged "in conduct

http://www.al.com/news/birmingham/index.ssf/2017/03/lawyer_files_alabama_bar_assoc.htmi 315
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Lawyer files Alabama Bar Asscciatioh complaint against Jeff Sessions | AL.com

involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentatidn"
and "conduct that is prejudicial to the administration of
justice.” |

"Sessions violated other provisions of the Alabama Rules of
Professional Conduct by giving false testimony to a

* legislative body, by failing to take reasonable and

appropriate measures to'remedy this misconduct, by
affirmatively acting to cover up and conceal his
misconduct, and by failing to avoid conflicts of interest in
his activities as a lawyer and pubilic official," the complaint
states.

Larrabee also claimed that Sessions engaged "in a cover-
up of his criminal, dishonest and unethical conduct”
because he said through a spokeswoman "there was
absolutely nothing misleading about his answer" to the
Judiciary Committee about his contact with Russian
officials.

http://www.al.com/news/birmingham/index.ssf/2017/03/lawyer_files. alabama_bar_assoc.html
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11/17/2017 . Lawyer files Alabama Bar Association complaint against Jeff Sessions | AL.com

"Because Sessions' testimony denying that he had
communications with the Russians was false and
misleading, it was dishonest for him to allow
[spokeswoman Sarah Isgur] Flores to speak on his behalf
and to assert that 'there was absolutely nothing misleading
about his answer," Larrabee went on to say.

When reached for comment, Flores pointed to the |etter
Sessions' wrote earlier this week to the Judiciary
Committee, where he said his answer was "correct”
because it was in the context of communications between
the Trump campaign and associates of the Russian
government.

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and’
Privacy Policy

i ©.2017 Alabama Media Group. All rights reserved (About Us).
' The material on this.site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or
otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Alabama Media Group.

Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

[>-Ad Choices
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111712017 Complaint Filed Seeking To Revoke Manafort's Law License in Connecticut - Hartford Courant

Complaint Filed Seeking To Revoke Manafort's
Law License In Connecticut

According to documents released by a Ukrainian lawmaker, Paul Manafort tried to hide payments received frdm Ukraine's ousted former
president through an offshore shell company.

&X¥ By Christopher Keating

SHARE THIS | | f 4

Attorney Files Complaint Vs. Paul Manafort

APRIL 26, 2017, 4;49 PM | HARTFORD

‘-ﬂ'—_—‘-—-_
A Ti attorney has filed a complalnt against Donald Trump's former presidential campman Paul'J, i
e ————
_Manafort, seekmg to revoke Manafort § law license in Connecticut due to.his.failure.to.register asja

!fmelgn.agent and his ties to Ukraine. }

gt:gfc"n'; énfzilti)%ngsnénglism START NOW> yee asks the Connecticut Statewide Grievance
ng dishonesty, fraud, deceit and

hitp:/imww.courant.com/politics/hc-paul-manafort-law-license-201704 18-story.himi 13
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111712017 Complaint Filed Seeking To Revoke Manafart's Law License In Connecticut - Hartford Courant

misrepresentation” as a lobbyist and an unregistered foreign agent.

Manafort, a New Britain native, was mentioned 28 times during a public hearing of the House Intelligence
Committee last month regarding Russia's interference in the 2016 presidential campaign between Trump and
Democrat Hillary Rodham Clinton. The FBI has publicly acknowledged that investigators are researching
potential collusion between Trump'’s campaign and Russian operatives. '

Manafort, 67, had previously worked as an adviser to former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych, who has
had close ties to Russian President Vladimir Putin.

"There is probable cause to conclude that the attorney stated or implied an ability to improperly influence a
government agency or official or to achieve results by means that violate the Rules of Professional Conduct or
other laws,” Larrabee wrote in the complaint. '

Manafort's spokesman, Jason Maloni, declined to comment on the complaint Wednesday.

[ANattorney since 1988; Larrabee described himself in the wrltten complaint as a "concerned citizen” and sald}

——.—.—-———-"‘—' _‘_—-____‘ﬂ
[hg_l_\ad not had any personal or professional dealings with Manafort .He.added that his knowledge of Manafort
[1s-based-solely_on,pubhc news reports. }

A personal injury lawyer in Massachusetts who has handled medical malpractice, wrongful death and sexual
harassment cases, Larrabee has also filed complaints against Trump regarding his federal taxes and other
issues. He has also filed complaints against Attorney General Jeff Sessions and Florida Attorney General Pam
Bondi that were related to Trump. The Florida Commission on Ethics dismissed the complaint regarding Bondi,
saying they did not find probable cause against her.

In a telephone interview, Larrabee said he was aware of published reports that Manafort is considering whether
he would retroactively register as a foreign agent for his previous work.

"If he's registering after the fact, that's an admission that he should have registered before the fact," Larrabee
said.

The statewide grievance committee does not confirm the receipt of complaints because the investigations are
confidential until probable cause is found against an attorney. At that point, a public hearing is held to
determine whether the lawyer should be disciplined.

Larrabee's complaint included multiple articles from The New York Times, the Associated Press and other
outlets that outlined Manafort's purchases of properties in transactions without mortgages in New York City
and beyond. Many of the purchases were made through limited liability companies controlled by Manafort.

Copyright © 2017, Hartford Courant
This article is related to: Europe, Russia, Donald Trump, Pam Bondi, Viktor Yanukovych

http:/Mww.courant.com/politics/hc-paul-manafort-law-license-201704 18-story.htm! 23



P OO I I I e

111712017 Bar Complaint Accuses Reince Priebus of Corruptly Attempting to Influence FBI Investigation | Law & Crime
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Bar Complaint Accuses Reince Priebus of Corruptly Attempting to

Influence FBI Investigation
by Chris White | 4:09 pm, February 27th, 2017

UNINTERRUPTED LIVE FEEDS VIEW ALL

Shelby Isaac Trial
Stephen Duxbury Trial

Adam Matos Trial

An ethics attorney has filed a complaint against White House Chief of
Staff Reince Priebus, accusing him of a “corrupt attempt to influence

https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/bar-complaint-accuses-reince-priebus-of-cerruptly-altempting-to-influence-fbi-investigation/ 114
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Bar Complaint Accuses Reince Priebus of Corruptly Altempting to Influence FBI Investigation | Law & Crime

Sponsored Content

(fve CompIait was fled.by.J. Whitfield Larrabee, 3\

(Massachusetts attorney, Who'is o stranger to filing ethics complalnts)
Gg—a st the st the Trump team. During the campaign, Larrabee filed bnbery)
“(com MpIaints agaqu\:t?r:uhnp and then-Florida Attorrm
Bondi oyer donafions 1t Bon aign arot
Emﬂ—m_sm decided not to jom other attorney generals in brlnglng)

Gf-aud claims against Trump U. Trump ended up paying an n RS fine to |
‘-\\..—-——-—"-
settle the allegations surrounding.the.alleged illegal donatlonr

The bar complaint filed against Priebus, who is a licensed attorney in
Wisconsin, revolves around an incident where Priebus

allegedly contacted and communicated with FBI Deputy Director
Andrew McCabe and FBI Director James Comey about

an investigation into the Trump administration and its possible ties to
the Kremlin. During these alleged conversations, Priebus apparently
unsuccessfully tried to persuade the FBI to essentially shoot down

a New York Times story claiming that the Trump Campaign had
numerous conversations with Russian officials during the election.

The complaint goes on to accuse Priebus of engaging in a corrupt act
that is against longstanding DOJ guidelines and ethics rules.

“Priebus’ corrupt communications implicitly threatened Comey and
McCabe with termination of their employment because Trump has
the power to remove McCabe from his position as Deputy Director of
the FBI and to remove Comey from his position as Director of the FBI
if they do not comply with the requests of the President as
communicated through his agent and Chief of Staff,” the complaint
states.

It also alleges sufficient evidence exists to possibly charge Priebus
with Obstruction of Justice and an attempt to impede a legitimate
criminal investigation.

At the very least, Larrabee believes the complaint provides sufficient
basis for the Wisconsin Office of Lawyer Regulation to act and
possibly strip Priebus of his license to practice law.

There is no timeline for whether the Wisconsin Bar will act and it is
unlikely Priebus will address the matter. LawNewz reached out out
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Al Franken
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J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies  Media Lik

J Whitfield Larrabee - 8/22/16 v

| was quoted today in Orlando
Sentinel "corrupt, unprincipled,
bigoted and ruthless individuals"
#Trump #PamBondi fw.to/O9d7ubJ

9 (o QO &

J Whitfield Larrabee @j... - 8/5/16 v

The Trump tax complaint is here.
larrabeelaw.com/wp-content/upl...
The US and NY Bribery Complaints
are here. larrabeelaw.com/wp-
content/upl... #trumptaxes

O (RN Q2 &

J Whitfield Larrabee @,... - 8/4/16 -

1inet filed a rnmnlaint anainet ..

Q




J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Lik

‘V’ T (Wl GtV QiU U VWWHID'CIGWLIVEHY,

<%» aDemocratic Senate likely to
investigate #PamBondi #bondigate
- #bondibribe for.tn/2d3MIh4?
~ xid=fo... .

@) () O B

J Whitfield Larrabee - 9/25/16 v
Daily Beast concurs with my
complaints that @realdonaldtrump
could be indicted for bribery
#bondibribe #bondigate thebea.st/

- 2cpSVMG

SN R VAR ~

J Whitfield Larrabee - 9/24/16 v
washingtonpost.com/politics/
trump... More instances of serious
law breaking by Trump. His
antisocial tendencies are a danger
to society.
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J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Lik

Q941 ek Ozssx I~

J Whitfield Larrabee - 10/5/16 v

Attorney Larrabee: Bondi's office
careless, never checked for conflict
of interest with Trump donation
tampabay.com/blogs/the-buzz...
#bondigate

Tampa Bay Times

=~ tampabay.com

B ' .
. Attorney: Bondi's office never
. checked for conflict of interest

| ~ tampabay.com
O 0 Q &

. e TLWAML b E L ALA | avvalhaa NDatisrantbad .
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J Whitfield Larrabee

H33 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies  Media Lik

Opinion | America Elects a Bigot |
“i-1do not respect this president-... '
. nytimes.com

Q 0 Q &

J Whitfield Larrabee - 11/9/16
Thanks to Donald Trump, l'll be
getting much more active over the

next four years. | feel a greater
sense of purpose.

Q (R Q2 &

J Whitfield Larrabee - 11/9/16 v
Trump's ignorant, dangerous and
delusional statements about global
warming and the climate crisis give
me a sense of urgency.
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Tweets

J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets & rep'lies Media Lik

ol R e AV I R =

" J Whitfield Larrabee - 11/9/16 v
- Our enemies are often our greatest

friends. I'm going to be more
motivated to act in light of Trump's
election.

O () O &

J Whitfield Larrabee - 11/9/16 v
Victory is often just around the
corner from defeat. The seeds of
justice are often found in the soil of
injustice. |

Q) n QO 4

J Whitfield Larrabee - 10/14/16 v

List of Women Who've Accused
Trump of Sexual Assault/
Misconduct So Far lawnewz.com/
high-profile/l...

. Htrimmncaviialacearilte

Q
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Tweets

) \/

J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets & replies Media Lik

J Whitfield Larrabee - 2/28/17 v

L7 - Here is some interesting analysis =~
‘and commentary about my

complaint against Reince Priebus
occupydemocrats.com/2017/02/27/
rei... #TrumpRussia #Russiagate

Q. 12z Qo ™

J Whitfield Larrabee - 2/27/17 v
Another interesting article about my
complaint against Reince Priebus!
politicususa.com/2017/02/27/mis...
#TheResistance #TrumpCorruption




J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets -

Tweets  Tweets & replies Media  Lik

WIS AW WS W ) WY ww e

'03 M3z Qa3

\ - J Whitfield Larrabee @j... - 3/9/17 v
? Article on complaint I filed with
Alabama Bar Association against
Jeff Sessions s.al.com/OzG3WcD
#TheResistance #TrumpCorruption

t Lawyer files Alabama Bar.
. Association complaint against J...

al.com
O1 M7 Qs M
27 1 Whitfiald | arcahas Dotwantad h |
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J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Lik

R R SR AN AN R I

_ Whitfield Larrabee - 3/27/17 v
~p - Today, | filed a complaint with DOJ

<> on behalf of 22 citizens. Here's The
Washington Post report. #Resist
#Session

N - [y \
M _ N
4 '

23 people ask the Justice
"~ Department to launch a criminal... .

washingtonpost.com
Qs - un Qs &

J Whitfield Larrabee 3/25/'17 V.
Can President Trump handle the

Q




Tweets

J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets & replies  Media Lik

J Whitfield Larrabee - 3/27/177 - ~
More commentary on our complaint.
Criminal Complaint Filed Against AG
Jeff Sessions For Obstruction Of
Justice

. Criminal Complaint Filed Against
. Attorney General Jeff Sessions...

~ politicususa.com

Q2 i O

J Whitfield Larrabee - 3/27/17 v
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J Whitfield Larrabee +f

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Lik
Q937 11159k Q381K M

J Whitfield Larrabee - 5/30/17 v
Thought experiment. In 1932
Germany, would Trump be a Nazi or
part of the democratic opposition?
#TheResistance rawstory.com/
2016/10/expert...

O = 02 ™

J Whitfield Larrabee - 5/30/17 v

"A lie told once remains a lie but a
lie told a thousand times becomes
the truth." Joseph Goebbels
thebea.st/21dGgGY?source...
#TrumpCorruption

Q ns Qs O

J Whitfield Larrabee - 5/30/17 v
Unbelievable that #Kushner Forgot

Q




b OV o T 3 o SN e e L e

J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies  Media Lik

1 e—— .

TewsysLienive d... ~ "

Q T QO - 8

J Whitfield Larrabee - 6/20/17 v
Tax Cheat Trump & GOP's Plan to
PERMANENTLY RIG TAX CUTS FOR
THE ONE PERCENT is Class
Warfare..Resistance = Survival

~ Senate Republicans are getting
. ready to admit they don’t care a...

~ vox.com
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J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Lik

\ J Whitfield Larrabee - 7/13/17 v
"7 - My complaint is heating it up for
<> #DanaRohrabacher & #EdRoyce in
Orange County!

. Royce and Rohrabacher Got
" ‘lllegal Dough from Pro-Russia G...

ocweekly.com
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0 J Whitfield Larréb'ee Retw-ee'ted

> BarryRitholtz @ @rith... -7/13/17 ~
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J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets & replies  Media - Lik
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J Whitfield Larrabee - 7/18/17 v
As a "shark" attorney, | detect blood
in water as a result of the GOP
healthcare defeat. it's a huge -
victory in the struggle for
democracy.
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J Whitfield Larrabee - 7/17/17 v

OK. Now that we've celebrated
defeating TrumpCare, let's pull up
our socks and defeat tax cuts for
the rich. #NoTaxCutsForTheRich

@) (A Qa4 ™

J Whitfield Larrabee Retweeted
The Associated Press @ 7/17/17 ~
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Tweets Tweets & replies  Media Lik

Q 10 Q Ea

J Whitfield Larrabee - 7/3117 <
Let's shout from our rooftops that

Trump/GOP are sabotaging the
Affordable Care Act #TheResnstance

#TrumpCorruption

- Next on Republicans’ Agenda:
- Sabotaging Obamacare

- newrepublic.com
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_J Whitfield. Larréb.e.é..-'7./_?_9/1'7. RN

Q




S bt O™ P fon Py Db

J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets
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) Whitfield Larrabee - 8/16/17
Our complaint against
#DanaRohrabacher, #EdRoyce &

#Jim Risch getting some more
- traction in the media! #TrumpRussia

. Complaint Filed Against Multiple
' Republicans for Accepting llleg...

ir.net
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J Whitfield Larrabee

533 Tweets

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Lik
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- Order Against Trump '
newyorker.com

o1 s On o

J Whitfield Larrabee - 8/16/17 v
If this were Nazi Germany, Trump
would be a Nazi. If Joseph Goebbels
were alive, he would be
communications director. Scary.
#TheResistance
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N - J Whitfield Larrabee - 8/25/17 v
/) Thank you for the recommendation.
| am going to step up
#TheResistance to a new level in
2018! Never, never, never ever, give
up.

- Y1 Monte Alto 2= @Monte_Alto

_ Replying to @Monte_Alto

‘; @Constitution_7 and 3 others

- @3L3V3NTH @20committee

. @ericgarland @frankthorp
@jimsciutto @jwlarrabee

. @RWPUSA & @SethAbramson
~ are great accounts to follow fo...
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J Whitfield Larrabee @j... - 9/8/17 - v
Make "MEDICARE FOR ALL" the
<> actual and de-facto platform of the
Democratic Party. #SinglePayer
#MedicareForAll

" The stunning Democratlc shlft on
~ single-payer

vox.com
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J. Whitfield Larrabee’s Contributions to the
- Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee
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NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full)
AciBlue!

A

Fuh Name (Last, Firsl, Middle Initial)
ERNIE LARRABEE

Date of Receipt

Mailing Address 37 MUNROE DR

ot Ul [ s
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€. JULIA C LARRABEE Dalo of Recalpt
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or lor commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any political commitiee 1o solicit conlributions from such commiltes.

NAME OF COMMITTEE {In Full)
{Democratic Congressional Campaign Commitles)

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Iniial)
A Poler Larkin Date of Receipt
Mailing Address P.O. Box 399 [n; ;u ' [n ‘2-°5J' l'v . '20"0'6' t
I .25} | 20086 ;
City State Zip Code Transaction ID; 904947-23607921
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City State Zip Code Transaction ID: 730538-23699251
Seal Beach CA, $Q740 Amount of Each Receipl this Period
FEC ID number of contributing Al ™ Ty r- T ean :
federal polilical commitiee. I(_: { , . 50.00 .
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Caplin & Drysdale, Charterad
Eaplln& DIVSdaIe One Thomas Circle, NW, Suite 1100
Washington, OC 20005
202-862-5000 202-428-3301 Fax
T b ¥ EY § www.caplindrysdate.com

April 12, 2017

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL : (

Ms. Heather Hunt

Chief

FARA Registration Unit
600 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Re:  Reclassification of the Podesta Group’s Prior Lobbying Disclosure Act
Registration for Former Client European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Dear Ms. Hunt:

I write today on behalf of my client, the Podesta Group, regarding its prior representation
of the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine, a not-for-profit organization based in Belgium. -
Although the Podesta Group previously registered for this former client under the Lobbying
Disclosure Act (“LDA”) and disclosed its work on publicly available LDA reports, it is now
reclassifying this representation by submitting the enclosed Foreign Agents Registration Act
(“FARA”) registration. As you know, the Podesta Group has routinely filed FARA registrations
for its various clients, and it has no hesitation in doing so in order to underscore its commitment
to transparency.

The Podesta Group was retained to perform services for the Centre in 2012. At that time,
the Centre certified that it was not “directly or indirectly supervised, directed, controlled,
financed or subsidized in whole or in part by a government of a foreigh country or a foreign
political party." Based on this certification and advice from counsel, the Podesta Group
registered and publicly disclosed its work on LDA filings pursuant to a commonly known
provision within FARA that allows a firm representing a client located outside the U.S. to file on
LDA forms, unless that client is a foreign governmeént or a foreign political party The Podesta
Group continued to submit LDA disclosure filings until its relatlonshlp wnth the Centre ended in
2014.

Considerable time has passed since the end of the Podesta Group's representation of the
Centre, but information brought to light in recent months prompted the Podesta Group to retain
Caplin & Drysdale to review its original decision to register and rcport under the LDA. While
the Podesta Group believes it was appropriate to disclose its work for the Centre on LDA filings
rather than FARA filings because the firm was not retained by any foreign government or
political party, it also recognizes that this area of the law features some uncertain legal standards.

122 U.S.C. § 613(h).
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The Department’s FARA regulations, for example, state that LDA submissions are not an option
when a foreigh government or pollucal party is *the principal beneficiary” of work performed,
even when tlie goveriment or paity is not an actual client of the report-filer.? This “prmc:pal
beneficiary” standard is not contained in FARA's statutory text or defined by Department rules,
and the Department has expressed that even it has difficulty in applying this and smular
standards in this conitext.?

The Podesta Group acknowledges that, in light of this undefined legal standard, its work
on the Centre’s behalf could be interpreted as principally benefiting a foreign government, since
the Centre’s purpose was to foster closer ties between Ukraine and the West. Accordingly, after
constructive consultation with you and your staff, the Podesta Group is reclassifying its prior
LDA registration for the Centre by filing a retroactive FARA registration.

The Podesta Group has exercised reasonable due diligence with assistance from counsel
in completing this retroactive FARA registration (and associated supplemental statements) for a .
client representation that ended approximately three years ago. The information disclosed,
which is accurate to the best of Podesta Group’s knowledge, is derived from the Podesta Group’s
prior LDA filings for this client, as well as other information currently available to the firm.
These forms will be amended as necessary.

We appreciate your assistance and advice in this matter. Please contact me
(msanderson@capdale.com; 202-862-5046)-if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

/ g _% - 5\5_\—
Matthew T. Sandérson \

Member .
Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered

Enclosures

228 C.F.R. §5.307.

? U.S. Dept. of Justice OfF. of the Inspector General, Audit of the National Security Division's Enforcement and
Administration of the Foreign Agents Registration Act Audit Division at iii (Sept. 2016) (“Another difficulty NSD
cited relates to the breadth and scope of existing exemptions to the FARA registration requirement and determining
whether activities performed by certain groups, such as think tanks, non-governmental organizations, university and
college campus groups, foreign media entities, and grassroots organizations ... fall within or outside [registration]
exemptions.™).
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OMB No. 1124-0006; Expires April 30,2017

U.S. Depariment of Justice Exhibit A to Registration Statement
Washington, DC 20530 Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registration Act of
1938, as amended

INSTRUCTIONS. PFurnish this exhibit for EACH foreign principal listcd in an Initial statement and for EACH additional forelgn principal acquired
subsequently, The filing of this document requires the payment of a filing fee as set forth in Rule (d)(1), 28 C.F.R. § 5.5(d)(1). Compliance is
accomplished by filing an electronic Exhibit A form at hitp://wwy fara.gov.

Privecy Act Statement, The filing of this document is required by the Porelgn Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended, 22 U.S.C. § 611 e/ seg.,
for the purposes of registration under the Act and public disclosure. Provision of (he information requested Is mandatory, and failuro to provide this
information is subject to the penalty and enforcement proyisions established in Section 8 of the Acl. Every reslslntion statement, shost form
regisiration slatement, surrlememnl statement, exhibit, amendment, eory of inforihational materials or other document or Information filed with the
Altomcy Genoral under this Act Is a public record open to public examination, lns{:clion and copying during the posted business hours of the
Registrotion Unit in Washington, DC, Statements are also available onlinc at the Regisiration Unit’s webpage: hitp:/wwyy.fam.gov. One copy of
every such document, other than informetional materlals, is automatically provided 1o the Secretary of State pursuant to Section 6{b) of the Act, and
copies of any and all documents are routinely made available o other agencies, departments nnd Congross pursuant to Section 6(c) of the Act. The
Attomey General also transmits a semi-annual report to Congress on the administration of the Act which lists the names of all agents registered under
the Act and the foreign principals they represent. This report is available to the public in print and onfinc st: hilp: J0rn.gQy. :
Public Reporting Burden. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average .49 hours per response, including the
time for reviewing instructions, searching exlsting data sources, gathering and mainlaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of Information. Scnd comments regarding this burden cstimate or any other aspect of this collection of informatlon, including suggestions
for. reducing this burden to Chicf, Reglstiation Unit, Counteresplonage Section, National Security Divislon, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington,
DC 20330; and to the Office of Information and Regulatory Affeirs, Office of Managerent and Budget, Washington, DC 20503,

1. Name and Address of Registrant 2. Registration No.
Podesta Group, Inc. } 5926
3. Namec of Foreign Principal 4. Principal Address of Foreign Principal
European Centre for a Modern Ukralne 14 Rue de la Sclence .
1040 Brussels, Belglum

S. Indicate whether your foreign principal is one of the following:
O Government of a foreign country '
O Foreign political party
Foreign or domestic organization: If either, check onc of the following;

O Partnership O Committee .
O Corporation O Voluntary group
[J Association Other (specifyy Non-governmental organization

0O Individual-State nationality

6. 1fthe foreign principal is a foreign government, state:
a) Branch or agency represented by the registrant

b) Name and title of official with whom registrant deals

7. ifthe foreign principal is a foreign political party, state:
a) Principal address

b) Name and title of official with whom registrant deals

¢) Principal aim

1 "Qoverament of a foreign country,” as defined in Section 1(e) of the Act, Includcs any person or group of persons exercising sovereign de facto or de jure political jurlsdiction
over any couniry, offes than the United States, or over any part of such country, and includes sny subdivision of any such group and any group of agency 10 which auch sovereign de
facto or do jure authority or funclions arc directly or indirectly delegated. Such term shall include any faction or body of insurgents within a couniry assuming lo exercise
governmental nuthorily whether such faction or body of insurgents has or has not been recognized by the United States. FORM NSD-3

Revised 03/14
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8. Ifthe foreign principal is not a foreign government or a foreign political party:
a) State the nature of the business or activity of this foreign principal..

The European Centre for a Modern Ukralne Is a non-governmental organization whose misslon Is to Improve tles
between Ukralne and Western countries by promoting the admission of Ukraine Into the European Union and aligning
with other Western Institutions.

b) Is this foreign principal:

Supervised by a foreign'government, forelgn political party, or other foreign principal Yes X] No (O
Owned by a foreign govemment, foreign political party, or other foreign principal Please sce Yes X No [
Directed by a foreign government, foreign political party, or other foreign principal  Question:9 Yes & No [0
Controlled by a foreign government, foreign political party, or other foréign principal below Yes & No O
Financed by a forelgn government, foreign political party, or other foreign principal Yes & No O
Subsidized In part by a foreign government, foreign political party, or other foreign principal Yes B No O

9. Explain fully t;ll items answered "Yes" in Item 8(b). ({f additional space is needed, a full insert page must be used,)
Prior to engagement, Ina Kirsch, Executlve Director of the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine, provided written certification

to the Registrant that “none of the activities of the Centre are directly or indirectly supervised, directed, controlled, financed, or

subsidized In whole or in major part by a government of a forelgn country or a forelgn political party.” Furthermore, Ms. Kirsch

. attested that the European Centre for a Modern Ukralne would Immediately Inform the Reglstrant should that representation
no longer be true and correct. Neither Ms. Kirsch nor any representative of the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine ever
Informed the Registrant that the signed certification was no longer accurate. The Reglstrant has no direct knowledge of the
European Centre for a Modern Ukrainrie's sources of funding. It was also represented to the Registrant that the European Centre
for a Modern Ukralne was controlled by certaln individual foreign principals who collectively controlled the Centre.

10. 1T the Torelgn principal Is an organization and is ot owned or controllcd by a forelgn government, foreign political patty or other

foreign principal, state who owns and -controls it.

EXECUTION

In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, the undersigned swears or affirms under penelty of perjury that he/she has read the
information set forth in this Exhibit A to the registration statement and that he/she is familiar with the contents thereof and that such
contents are in their entirety true and accurate to the best of hisfher knowledge and belief.

Date of Exhibit A |[Name and Title . Signature

4-12.-17 | iberlew Fridk CED
J ~7
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OMB No. 1124-0004; Expires April 30, 2017

U.S. Department of Justice Exhibit B to Registration Statement
Washington, DC 20530 Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registration Act of
1938, as amended

INSTRUCTIONS. A registrant must furnish as an Bxhibit B copies of each written agreement and the terms and conditions of cach oral agreement
with his foreign principal, including all modifications of such agreements, or, where no contract exists, a full statement of all the circumstances by
rcason of which the registrant is acting as an agent of a foreign principal. Compliance is accorplished by filing an electronic Exhibit B form at

Privacy Act Statement. The filing of this document is required for the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended, 22 US.C. § 611 ef seq.,
for the purposes of registration under the Act and-public disclosure. Provision of the information requested is mandatory, and failure to provide

the information is subJect to the penalty and enforcement provisions established in Section 8 of the Act. Every registration statement, short form
registration statement, supplemental statement, exhibit, amendment, copy of informational materials or other document or information filed with the
Attorney General under this Act is a public-record open to public examination, inspection and copying during the posted business hours of the
Registration Unit in Washington, DC. Statements are also available onlinc at the Registration Unit's webpage: hitp:/svwiv.fara gov. One copy of
every such document, other than informational materials, is automatically provided to'the Secretary of State puisuant to Section 6(b) of the Act, and
copies of any and all documents are routinely made available to other agencies, depariments and Congress pursuant to Section 6(c) of the Act. The
Attorney General also transmits a semi-annual report to Congress on the administration of the Act which lists the names of all agents registered under
the Act and the foreign principals they represent. This report is available to the public in print and online at: hitp:

Public Reporting Burden. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average .33 hours per response, including the
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and com‘pletlng and reviewing the
collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions
for reducing this burden to Chief, Registration Unit, Countercspionage Section, National Security Division, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington,
DC 20530; and to the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and Budget, Washington, DC 20503.

1. Name of Registrant 2. Registration.No.

Podesta Group, Inc. : 5926

3. Name of Foreign Principal

European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Check Appropriate Box:

4.[X The agreement between the registrant and the above-named foreign principal is a formal written contract. 1f this box is
checked, attach a copy of the contract to this exhibit.

5.0 There is no formal written contract between the registrant and the foreign principal. The agreement with the above-named

foreign principal has resulted from an exchange of correspondence. If this box is checked, attach a copy of all pertinent
correspondence, including a copy of any initial proposal which has been adopted by reference in such correspondence,

6. [0 The agreement or understanding between the registrant and the foreign principal is the resuit of neither a formal written

contract nor an exchange of correspondence between the parties. 1f this box is checked, give a complete description below of
the terms and conditions of the oral agreement or understanding, its duration, the fees and expenses, if any, to be received.

7. Describe fully the nature and method of performance of the above indicated agreement or understanding.
Please see attachment '

FORM NSD-4
Revised 03/14
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8.- Describe fully the activities the registrant engages in or proposes to enéage in on behalf of the above foreign principal.

Please see attachment

9. Will the achvmes on behalf of the above foreign principal include political activities as defined in Section 1(0) of the Act and in
the footnote below? Yes & No O

If yes, describe all such political activities indicating, among other things, the relations, interests or policies to be influenced
together with the means to be employed to achieve this purpose.

Please see attachment

EXECUTION

In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, the undersigned swears or affirms under penalty of perjury that he/she has read the

information set forth in this Exhibit B to the registration statement and that he/she is familiar with the contents thereof and that such
conterits are in their entirety true and accurate to the best of his/her knowledge and belief.

Date of Exhibit B

-2 -1

Footnote: "Political activity,” as defined in Section 1(0) of theAct, means ny adtivity whic! person engagms inbelieves will, ar lhal [
any agency or official of the Government of the United Stateg/br any section of the public within the United States with reference to formulat
domestic or foreign policies of the United States or with reference to the political or public interests, poficies, or relations of a govemment of
party.

Name and Title

rfon tntends to, in any tnfluence
adopling, or changing the
sign county or a foreign political
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ATTACHMENT A
{responses to Questions 7, 8, and 9)

The Registrant was retained by the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine (ECFMU), a nongovernmental
organization based In Brussels, to assist in advancing its mission of improving ties between Ukraine and
the West, with an ultimate goal of Ukrainian admission into the European Unlon and closer alignment
with other Western institutions. The Registrant provided government relations and public relations
services within the Unites States and Europe to promote political and economic cooperation between
Ukraine and the West.

The Registrant arranged meetings and media opportunities regarding Ukraine’s Western integration for
Ukrainlan and European politicians and business leaders visiting the United States, including former
Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi, former Austrian Chancellor Alfred Gusenbauer, former Polish
President and then-Special Envoy to Ukraine for the European Pa_rllament Aleksander Kwasniewski,
former Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko and other Ukrainlan officials. The Registrant
communicated with US think tanks, corporations, media outlets and government officials to discuss
issues related to Ukraine’s economic, electoral and legal systems. Government relations activities were
disclosed by the Registrant pursuant to the Lobbying Disclosure Act and included outreach to officlals
within the US House of Representative, US Senate, Department of State, National Securlty Council,
United States Trade Representative, and Overseas Private Investment Corporation.

Within Europe, the Registrant sought to arrange meetings for American politicians visiting European
nations to promote Improved relations between Ukraine and the West. At ECFMU’s request, the
Registrant provided information to ECFMU staff to help the organization build credibility among
Ukrainian government officials and help persuade those officials to continue to move toward Western
integration.
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ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT
Dated April 18,2012

THIS ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT (“Agroement™) is eflective this April 18, 2012, by and
between the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine, (“Client™) having its principal office located at
14 Rue de la Science, 1040 Brussels, Belgium, and the PODESTA GROUP, (“the Provider”) having
its principal office located at 100} G Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001.

WHEREAS, Client wishes to have the Provider performing the services hereinafter referred to, and
WHEREAS, the Provider is willing to perform these services, -

NOW THEREFORE THE PARTIES hercby agree as follows:

Services

The Provider shall perform services to assist the Client in strengthening its ties to various
organizations in the United States. The Provider shall achieve objectives through a combination of -
policy and communications expertise, as well as other services that may he agreed by the Parties in
writing, (“the Services™).

' Term

The Provider shall perform the Services during the period commencing on April 18, 2012 and
continuing through the term, the date of termination, ot any other period, as may be subsequently
agreed by the parties in. wmmg

Payment

Client shall pay the Provider an amount mutually agreed by the parties, for services rendered, plus
pre-approved expenses for travel. Client shall pay Pravider by wire transfer in advance of each
month, including the beginning of the teun of this Agreement. The payment of the expenses shall be
performed upon prior written consent of Client. Pre-approved expenses for each month perlod shall
be Invoiced and paid with the fees due for the following per xod

Client's Representnnve

Client designates Ms. Ina Kirsch as its representative. The representative shall be responsible for the
coordination of activities under this Agreement.

Performance Standard

The Provider undestakes to perform the Services with the highest standards of professional and
ethical competence and integrity. Provider shall comply with the Poreign Agents Registration Act,
and any other applicable Unmed States laws.

Confidentiality

The Providers shall not, during the term of this Agreement and within two years after its expiration,
disclose any proprietary or confidential information relating to the Services, this Agreement or

"ECFMU business or operations without the prior written consent of ECFMU.

Page 1 0f 2
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Ownership of Material .

Any. studies, reports, opinions or other material, or otherwise, prepared by the Provider. for Client
under the Agreement shall belong to and remain the property of Client. The Provider may retain a
copy of such documents arid software.

Gaverning Law and Language

The Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the District of Columbin and the United States of
Amcrica, and the language of the Agreement shall be English.

Termination

Both Parties may terminate the Agreement with at least 60 days prior wriften notice to each other.
Payment for services shall be made through the date of the termination,

Amendment

o~ ' -hmto- /’ 7

This Agjment may not be modified or amended except by an jpsttument in witing by the parties

:/'/"""'>

= / '
For the Eardpcan Centre for 8 Modem Ukraine T the Podestagdup \} P
Name (print): _InaKirsch Name (print): j;{/}%\' /- M
Date: 2o.2. 2ot2 . Date IX%”'/ dir
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AGREEMENT
In consideration of services to be reidered by the Podesta Group:

" 1. The European Centre for a Modern Ukraine (“the Centre™) doés represent and certify the
following to be true and corcect: -

a. The Centre is is “a partnership, association, corpc;ration., organization, or other
_ combination of persons organized under the laws of or having its principal place of
business in a foreign country.”

b. None of the activities of the Centre are directly or indirectly supervise'c!,_ directed,
controlled, financed, or subsidized in whole or in inajor part by a government of a foreign
country or a foreign political party.

2. Should the representations made under-Paragraph 1 no-longer be trué and correct, or should the
facts underlying the representations change, the Centre agrees to inform the Podesta Group
immediately.

20.4, 2ol2.

Ms. Tna Kirsch, Executive Director - Date




OMB No. 1124-0003; Expires April 30, 2017

U.S. Department of Justice Amendment to Registration Statement
Washington, DC 20530 Pursuant to the Foreign Agents Registration Act of
1938, as amended

_
INSTRUCTIONS. File this smendment form for any changes to a registration; Compliance is accomplished by filing an electronic amendment to
registration statement and uploading any supporting documents at hitg:lowny, fara.gov.

Privacy Act Statement. The filing of this document is required for the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended, 22 U.S.C. § 611 ef seg.,-
for the purposes of registration under the Act and public disclosure. Provision of the information requested is mandatory, and failure to provide the
information is subject to the penally and enforcement provisions established in Section 8 of the Act. Every registration statement, short form
registration statement, supplemenlal statement, exhibit, amendment, copy of informational materials or other document or information filed with the
Attomey General under this Act isa pubhc record open to public examination, inspection and copying during the posted business hours of the
Registration Unit in Washington, DC. ‘Statements are also available online at the Reglstration Unit’s webpage: - hitp://swwiy.far.gov.- One copy of
every such documenit, other than informational materials, is automatically provnded to the Secretary of Statc pursuant to Section 6(b) of the Act, and
copies of any and all documents are routinely made available to other agencies, depariments and Congress pursuant to Section 6(c) of the Act. The
Attormey General also transmits a semi-annual report to Consteu on the administration of the Act which lists the names of all agents registered under
the Act and the foreign principals they represent This report is available to the public in print and online at: hnn.lbﬂm.mmm

Public Reporlmg Burden., Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1.5 hours per response, mcludmg the
time for reviewing instructions, searching exisling data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions
for reducing this burden to Chief, Registration Unit, Counterespionage Section, National Security Division, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington,
DC 20530; and to the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Oﬂ' ice of Management and Budget, Washington, DC 20503.

1. Name of Registrant 2. Registration No.

Podesta Group, Inc. 5926 -

3. This amendment is filed to accomplish the following indicated purpose or purposes:
O To give a 10-day notice of change in information as required by Section 2(b) of the Act.
To correct a deficiency in
0 Initial Statem;nt

.Supplemental Statement for the period ending 6/30/12,12/31/12, 6-I3OI1 3,12/31/13,6/30N4

O Other purpose (specify)
[ To give notice of change in an exhibit previously filed.

- 4. If this amendment requires the filing of a document or documents, please list:

Please see attachment for amended responses to the Supplemental Statements for the periods ending June 30, 2012,
December 31, 2012, June 30, 2013, December 31, 2013 and June 30, 2014,

5. Each item checked above must be explained below in full detail together with, where appropriate, specific reference to and identity
of the item in the registration statement to which it pertains. (If space is insufficient, a full insert page must be used)

Please see attachment for amended responses related to Reglstrant's work on behalf of the European Centre for a Modern
Ukraine.

FORM NSD-§
Revised 03/14
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EXECUTION

In accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 1746, the undersigned swear(s) or affirm(s) under penalty of perjury that he/she has (they have) read
the information set forth in this registration statement and.the attached exhibits and that lie/she is (they are) familiar with the contents
thereof and that such contents are in their entirety true and accurate to the best of his/her (their) knowledge and belief, except that thé
undersigned make(s) no representation as fo the truth or accuracy of the information contained in the attached Short Form Registration
Statement(s), if any, insofar as such information is not within his/her (their) personal knowledge.

(Date of signature) (Print or type name under each signature or provide electronic signature')

U2 vl

' This statement thall be signed by the individual agent, if the registrant {s an individual, or by & majority of those partners, officers, directors or persons performing similar
functions, if the segistran! is an organization, except that the organization can, by poier of attomney, authorize one or more individuals to execute this statement on its behalf,

SR JRE SO
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING 6/30/2012

Question 8

Name and Address of Foreign Principal: Date Acquired:
European Centre for a Modern Ukraine 4/18/12

14 Rue de la Science

1040 Brussels, Belglum

Question 11

The Registrant provided government relations and public relations services within the Unites States and
Europe to promote political and economic cooperation between Ukraine and the West. The Registrant:
conducted outreach to congressional and executive branch offices, members of the media,
nongovernmental organizations and think tanks.

Question 12

’

' NOTE: In an effort to disclose its prior representation that ended three years ago, the Registrant

has carefully reviewed its timekeeping records, which show that the firm performed the
following work for the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine. Whenever possible, the names
and offices of individuals contacted and the means of contact (emalil, phone call, meeting) have
been listed, but In many instances those details are not in the firm’s timekeeping records.

\

Date Description of Activities _
4/23/2012 Meeting with Ken Wollack, National Democratic Institute
6/6/2012 _ | outreach to congressional offices
5/10/2012_ Outreach to congressional offices and Administration officials

5/10/2012 Sclence Monitor

Emails and phone calls with Mary Beth Sheridan (Washington Post), Steven Kamarow
(Bloomberg); Susan Glasser and Christian Caryl (Foreign Policy); Ken Bsesly and Michele
Keleman (NPR); Susan Comwell (Reuters); Steven Myers (New York Tlmas) and Christian

6/11/2012__ Outreach to congressional offices and phone call with Administration officials

Emalls to Joshua Keating (Foreign Pollcv). Karen DeYoung (Washlngton Post), and Fred

5/11/2012 Hialt (Washington Post)

6/14/2012 Outreach to congrassional staff

6/16/2012 Outreach to congressional staff; phone call with Administration officials
5/26/2012 Emails with staff of Sen. Inhofe '

612012012 Emalls with Senate staff

5/30/2012 Emalls to congressional offices

67412012 Outreach to Administration officials

8712012 Outreach to congressional staff

68/20/2012_ Qutreach fo congressional offices

6/25/2012 Quilreach to Christian Caryl, Foreign Policy
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.8/28/2012

Outreach to congressional offices

6/20/2012 Qutreach to congressional offices
Question 14(a)
Date From Whom Purpose Amount .
5/30/12 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Fee ' $130,000
Question 15(a)
Date Foreign Principal _ Purpose Amount

4/12-6/12 - European Centre for a Modern Ukraine
4/12-6/12 - European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Transportation/Travel $12.00
Office expenses $487.47
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Question 9

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING 12/31/2012

European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Question 11

" The Registrant provided government relations and public relations services within the Unites States and

Europe to promote political and economic cooperation between Ukraine and the West. The Registrant
conducted outreach to congressional and executive branch offices, menibers of the media,
nongovernmental organizations and think tanks.

Question12 .

NOTE: In an effort to disclose its prior representation that ended three years ago, the Registrant
has carefully reviewed its timekeeping records, which show that the firm performed the
following work for the Européan Centre for a Modern Ukraine. Whenever possible, the names
and offices of individuals contacted and the means of contact (email, phone call, meeting) have
been listed, but In many instances those details are not in the firm’s timekeeping records.

Date Description of Activities

7/212012 Outreach to congressional offices

7/3/2012 Outreach to congressional offices; outreach {o office of Rep. Kaptur
7/5/2012 Qutreach to congressional officas

71812012 Outreach to think tanks

7/6/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

7/9/2012 Outreach and meeting requests with congressional offices

.| Emails and-phone calls to Heather Maher {Radio Free Europe), Jackson Diehl and Fred Hiatt

7/9/2012 (Washington Post), Joshua Keating (Foreign Palicy) and John Broder LCQ)
7/10/2012 Meeting request, Center for American Progress

711012012 Emalls and meetings with congresslonal eteff

7/40/2012 Outreach to Voice of America

711112012 Emalls and mesetings with congressional staff

7/11/2012 Meeting with Corey Fintoff, NPR

7/111/2012 Emalls and phone calls with Ell Lake

71112012 Phone calls and emails with Voice of America

7/12/2012 Meeting with Center for Amsrican Progress

7/112/2012 Meetings with congressional staff

712412012 Meeting with Houss Judiclary staff

73172012 Mpelings with reporters at Reuters and Bloomberg
' 8/2/2012 Phoneg call with Washington Post

8/7/2012 Outreach to National Democratic Inslitute
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811072012

- Outreach to congressional staff

8/13/2012 Phone call and outreach to congressional staff
8/18/2012 QOutreach to State Dapartment officials
8/19/2012 -] Phone call and outreach to congressional staff
8212012 Outreach to congrassional staff
8/22/2012 Phone call and outreach to congressional staff
8/23/2012 Phone call with congressional staff
9/13/2012 Outreach to reporters
9/17/2012 Phone call and outreach to congressional staff
9/18/2012 Phone call and outreach to Senate staff
9/20/2012 Emalis to Lynn Berry (AP)
9/20/2012 Emails to Ellen Barry (NYT)
9/21/2012 - ‘| Qutreach to Senate offices
9/24/2012 - emalls to staff at National Security Councll and Office of the Vice President
10/1/2012 Emails to congressional staff
10/6/2012 Qutreach to UN Observer Mission
10/14/2012 Outreach to congressional offices
‘ 10/11/2012 Email to Ellen Bamry (NYT)
emalis and phone calls to Roger Boyes (Times of London); Shaun Walker (The independent);
Neil Buckley (Financlal Times); Dan McLaughlin (Iish Times); Corey Flintoff (NPR); Jamie,
Kirchick (Foreign Policy); Ed Lucas (Economist); Jill Dougherty (CNN); Kateryna Choursina
10/11/2012_ loom_be ;.Kathy Lally and Will Englund (Washington Post
10/12/2012 Outreach to congressional staff .
Emalls and phone calls to Charles Clover (Financial Times); Joshua Yaffa (Economist); Ben
Amoldy (Christian Sclence Monltor). Corey Flintoff (NPR); Reuters, Bloomberg and Financial
10/12/2012 Times
outreach to State Depariment European Affairs, National Security Council; meeting with State
10/15/2012 Department
10/15/2012 _Outreach to congresgsional staff
“Emalls and phone calls with David Herszenhom (NYT); Joshua Yaffa ( (Economlsl) Marla
Danilova (AP); Corey Flintoff (NPR). Jay Newton Small (Time) and Susan Glasser (Foreign
10/15/2012 Policy)
10/16/2012 - Email to Dan McLaughlin (irish Times)
outreach to State Depariment European Aﬂairs. National Security Counclil; meeting with State
10/16/2012 Depariment
10/16/2012 Outreach to congressional staff
outreach to State Department European Affairs, National Secunty Council; meeting with State
10/17/2012 Department
10/17/2012 Outreach to congreseional staff
) outreach to State Department European Affairs, National Security Council; meeting with State
10/18/2012 Department
10/18/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

\




outreach to State Depariment European Affairs, National Secumy Councll; meetlng with State
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10/18/2012 Department
10/19/2012 Outreach to congressional staff
| 10/19/2012 Emails o David Herszenhom (NYT) and Will Englund (Washington Post

10/21/2012 Emails to congressional staff

10/22/2012 amall LIz Sharwood-Randall and Dmitry Vovchuk, National Securily Staff
10/22/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

10/23/2012 Phone call with Senate staff

10/23/2012 _emall Phil Reeker and Dan Russell, State Department

10/23/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

102412012 Emails with Intemaﬂonal Republican Institute observers Rina Amiri and Prof. Jukynas
10/24/2012 Emalls with Baxter Hunt, Ernest Abisellan, and Bay Fang, State Depariment
10/24/2012 Outreach to oongresslonal staff

) emails and me_eting with DAS Russell and Bay Fang, State Departmeni; outreach to IRI

10/25/2012 observers; outreach to congressional staff

10/26/2012 emails with Stale Department and Nation l el Security Staff officials
10/26/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

10/28/2012 emails with State De_gaﬂment officials

10/28/2012 Outreach to congressionai staff

10/20/2012 emalls with State Department officials

10/29/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

10/30/2012 emails with State Department officlals ]

10/30/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

10/31/2012 Outreach to congressional staff

emails with National Secusity Council and State Dapartment officials; phone call with Clyis

11/1/2012 Hensman, State Department

11/1/2012 Outreach to congressional staff '

11722012 Conversation with State Department Press Office Director

11/2/2012 Outreach to congressional staff '

11/6/2012 emails with State Department officlals

emalls to International Herald Tribune, Jackson Diehl (Washington Post) and Carol Giacomo

11/6/2012 (NYT)

11/6/2012 Emalls with congressional staff

117712012 Outreach to congressional staff

11/8/2012 Outreach to congresslonal offices

11/6/2012 Outreach to State Department officials

11/9/2012 Outreach to congressional staff . . .
111122012 Emalls to reporters, Foreign Policy and Assoclated Press

11/13/2012 Qutreach to congressional offices
11/14/2012 | Outreach to State Department officials

117142012 Outreach to congressional staff

11/15/2012

Outreach to congressional staff
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7/12-12/12 ° European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

11/16/2012 Meeting with Helsinki Commission
1111612012 Outréach to congressional staff
11/19/2012 Outreach to congresslonal staff
11/198/2012 Outreach to reporters with The Hill, Foreign Policy, CQ/Roll Call and CNN
112012012 Meeting with Amb. Olexander Motsyk
11/202012 Emalls to Washington Post and The Hill
1112172012 Emalls with The Hil __
117272012 Phone call and emails with State Departrnent officials
11/27/2012 ;E_mal'ls with Julian Pequét (The Hill)
1172022012 | Emails with Jullan Pequet (The Hil)
. 121112012 Emalils with Julian Pequet (The Hill)
121612012 AMesting with Mark Levin, National Conference on Soviet Jewry
12/10/2012 . Outreach to reporter, Associated Press
12/1112012 Outreach to CSIS
121132012 Mesting with Amb. Olexander Motsyk
. 12113R2012 Outreach to State Department officlals; outreach to reporters
12/26/2012 emails with State Department officials
122712012 | Emails to congressional staff
1203172012 (Outreach to congressional staff
Question 14{a) -
Date From Whom .Purpose Amount
8/3/2012 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine - Fee $195,000
110/10/2012  European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Fee $130,000
11/16/2012  European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Fee $50,000
'12/21/2012  European Centre for a Modern Ukraine _Fee/Reimbursement  $54,649.51
Question 15(a)
Date Forelgn Princlpal Purpose Amount
7/12-12/12  European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Meals $139.92
7/12~12/12 European Centrefor a Modern Ukraine Office expenses $877.11

Transportation/Travel $3,353.96




SUPPLEMENTAL REPORY FOR PERIOD ENDING 6/30/2013

Question 9
Europeéan Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Question 11

The Registrant provided government refations and public relations services within the Unites States and
Europe to-promote political and economic cooperation between Ukraine and the West. The Registrant
conducted outreach to congressional and executive branch offices, members of the media,
nongovernmental organizations and think tanks.

Question 12.

NOTE: In an effort to disclose its prior representation that ended three years ago, the Registrarit
has carefully reviewed its timekeeping records, which show that the firm performed the
following work for the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine. Whenever possible, the names
and offices of individuals contacted and the means of contact (emall, phone call, meeting) have
been listed, but in many instances those details are not in the firm’s timekeeping records.

Date Doscription of Activities
174/2013 Meeting with Tom Nides, State Department
1/4/2013 Meeling with Jeremy Shapiro
1/8/2013 Meating with Jim Brooke, Volce of America
1/0/2013 Meeting with Yaroslav Brisluck, Ukraine embassy
1/10/2013 Phone calls with ‘CSIS and GMFUS
1/10/2013 Outreach to office of Michael McFaul_
1/10/2013 Outreach to congressional staff __
11172013 Mesting with State Department officials
171172013 . Meeting with congressional staff
1/13/2013 Emalls with congressional staff
111412013 Emails with congressional staff
1/16/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
1/16/2013 - Email with Yaroslav Brisluck, Ukralne embassy
117/2013 Meeting with Helsinki Commission
1/17/2013 Maeting and outreach with congressional staff .
12112013 Meeting with Damon Wilson, Atiantic Council
1/22/2013 Phone call with State Department officials _
1/26/2013 Emalls with think tanks
1/28/2013 Mgeting with szon Brilliant, US Chamber of Commerce
1/28/2013 Meeling and emails with congressional staff




1/29/2013

Meeting with Evelyn Farka, State Department

21412013

2/7/2013

Meeting with Jake Sulilvan, State Department

Qutreach to congressional staff

2/12/2013

Outreach to _congresslonal staff

2/113/2013

Meeting and outreach with congressional staff

2/14/2013 -

Outreach to State Depariment officlals

2/15/2013

Phone call with State Department officials

2/26/2013

Outreach to National Securily Council and cong_resslonal slaff

2/26/2013 Outreach to congresslonal staff
2/27/2013 Oulreach to congresslonal staff
{ 2282013 Outreach to congressional offices

3172013 Outreach to Congress
3/1/2013 Meeting with staff of House Forelgn Affairs Committee
3/4/2013 Meeting request, Office of Rep. Keating; Outreach to con Lsmnal staff
3/5/2013 Emails and phone call with State Department officials
3/5/2013 Outreach to congresslonal staff
3/7/2013 Outreach fo congressional staff
3/8/2013 | Outreach to congressional staff
3/10/2013 Outreach to congresslonal staff
3/11/2013 Emails and phone call with State Department officlals
3/11/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
3/12/2013 Mesting with Jay Newton Small, TIME Magazine
3/12/2013 Qutreach to State Department officlals
3/13/2013 Mestings with congressional offices
311472013 Attend event with Romano Prod, former Italian Prime Minister
3114/2013 Meetings with congressional offices '
3/19/2013 | Oulreach to Christian Sclence Monitor
3119/2013 - | Outreach to congressional offices

__3/20/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
3/21/2013 Outreach to Christian Sclence Monitor
3/22/2013 Phone call with State Department officials
3/22/2013 Emalls with staff of House Appropriations Commilies
3/27/2013 Meeting with staff of Rep. Sires
3/27/2013 Outreach {o reporters
3/28/2013 ** " with State Deparimant officials
4/1/2013 Outreach to reporters
4/2/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
4/2/2013 Outreach to reporters
4/3/2013 Emalls with United States Trade Representative officlals
4/3/2013 Outreach to congressional staff

'4/3/2013

Outreach to reporters




30 e LU N O R L e L

4/812013

QOutreach to cor'igresslonal staff

4/8/2013 Outreach to congressional staff and Administration-officials
4/11/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
4/12/2013 Outreach to congressional staff ,
4116/2013 hone call with Tom Michels, Shell Oil
4/17/2013 Outreach to think tanks
4/17/2013 phone call with officlals from Shell Ol
Phone calls and emails with staff of Reps. Lankford and Ryan outreach to officials from Shell
4/18/2013 oil .
4/18/2013 Phone calls to reporters
4/19/2013 Meeting request with office of Rep. Lankford; phone call with Tom Michels; Shell Oll
412@ 3 | Meeting reguést with office of Rep. Lankford
4/23/2013 Meeting request, Rep. Kaptur
4/23/2013 Outreach to office of Rep. Lankford; outreach to officials atShell Ol
-4/23/2013 Outreach 1o repoiters ' :
4/24/2013 " Outraach to Administration officlals
4/24/2013 Outreach to reporiers
4/26/2013 Outreach to reporters
4126/2013 Outreach to Administration officlals -
4/26/2013 Outreach to reporters
4/20/2013 Outreach to reporters
4/30/2013 Meeting request, Rep. Kaptur
4/30/2013 Outreach to reporters
5/1/2013 Outreach to reporters
5/2/2013 Outreach to reporters
6/8/2013 Quireach to reporters
5/7/2013 Ouireach fo reporiers
5/8/2013 Mesting with CSIS
5/8/2013 Meeting with State Depariment officials; ouireach o congresslonal staff
5/8/2013 Meatings with Rep. Kaptur, Sen, Cardin
5/8/2013 Outreach to reporters, Wali Street Journal and New York Times
6/8/2013 Meeting with Sen. Murphy .
5/9/2013 Meefings with congressional office and think tanks
5/8/2013 _ Outreach to reporters, New York Times
5/10/2013 Outreach to reporters, New York Times _
5/15/2013 Meeting with Jill Schuker, OECD
6/16/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
5/21/2013 Outreach to congrasslonal staff
_5/21/2013 Outreach to reporters
6/22/2013 Meeting request, Office of Sen. Cardin; Outreach to congressional staff
5/23/2013 | Meeting request, Office of Rep. Hastings
5§/23/2013 Meeting request, Office of San. Udall
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5/23/2013

Outreach to congressional staff

5/24/2013 Meeting request, Office of Sen. Durbin
5/24/2013 Outreach to reporters
5/28/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
5/29/2013 Outreach to reporters
5/30/2013 Meeting with Fred Turner, Helsinkl Commission
6/30/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
5/30/2013 Qutreach to reporters, Defense News
8/3/2013 Outreach to Offices of Sens. Durbin and Reid
6/3/2013 emaliis with Helslnki Commission
6/3/2013 | Phone calls with reporters
6/412013 emall with staff of Sen. Reld
6/4/2013 - Outreach fo reporters
__6/5/2013 Meeting with Rep. Smith and Helsinkl Commission staff
8/5/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
___8/5/2013 Outreach to reporters
8/6/2013 Meetings with congressional offices
6/6/2013 Phone call with staff of Rep. Keating
6/6/2013 Outreach to reporters, Defense News
6/7/2013 Mseting with State Department officials
6/7/2013 Meeting with Alfred Gusenbauer
8/10/2013 emall wilh staff of Sen. Durbin
6/10/2013 Outreach to congressional offices
_6/10/2013 Outreach to  reporters, Defense News
6/11/2013 Outreach to reporters
6/12/2013 Phone call with staff from House Energy & Commerce Committee
6/13/2013 Outreach to congressional staff
6/14/2013 Meeting request, Office of Sen. Durbin; Quireach to congressional offices
©/18/2013 Meeting with staff of Sen. Durbin
6/18/2013 ‘Outreach to congressional staff
__6/18/2013 Phone calis with congressional offices regarding meeting requests
6/19/2013 Outreach to State Department officials
6/18/2013 Phone calls and emails with congresslonal offices regarding meeting requests
6/20/2013 Phone calls and emalls with congressional offices regarding meeting requesis
6/21/2013 Outreach to Brookings Institution
8/21/2013 “Outreach to OPIC
6/21/2013 .| Meeting requests with congressional offices
6/25/2013 Phone cells and emalls with Brookings Institution
6/26/2013 Outreach to staff of Reps. Boustany, Ryan, and Johnson
6/26/2013 Outreach to Brookings Institution

Meelings with congressional offices and think tanks

6/28/2013
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6/27/2013 J Meetings with State Depariment and OPIC officials

Quéstion 14(a)

Date ' From Whom
3/15/2013 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Question 15(a)

Date Forelgn Principal .

1/13-6/13 -European Centre for a Modern Ukraine
1/13-6/13  European Centre for a Modern Ukraine
1/13-6/13  European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Purpose
Fee

Purpose
Meals
Office expenses

Amount
$150,000

Amount
$798.27
$111.80

Transportation/Travel $485.18




SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING 12_[31[2013
Question 9

European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Question 11

The Registrant provided government relations and public relations services within the Unites States and
Europe to promote political and economic cooperation between Ukraine and the West. The Registrant
conducted outreach to congressional and executive branch offices, members of the media,
nongovernmental organizations and think tanks.

Question 12

NOTE: In an effort to disclose its prior representation that ended three years ago, the Registrant
has carefully reviewed its timekeeping records, which show that the firm performed.the
following work for the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine. Whenever possible, the names
and offices of individuals contacted and the means of contact (email, phone call, meeting) have
been listed, but in many instances those details are not in the firm’s timekeeping records.

Date Description of Activities
7/8/2013 Phone call with staff of Sen. Reid
7/23/2013 Email with staff of Sen. Reid
7/24/2013 Email with staff of Sen. Reld and Sen. Durbin
8/1/2013 Phone call with staff of Sen. Reid
8/1/2013 Outreach to State Department
8/27/2013 Outreach to State Department
8/28/2013 Emali with steff of Sen. McCain
8/28/2013 Outreach fo State Department
8/26/2013 Phone cail with staff of Sen. McCain
_8/31/2013 Email with staff of Sen. McCaln
9/3/2013 Outreach to United States Trade Representative officials
9/8/2013 Outreach to-Slate Department
9/10/2013 Outreach to United States Trade Representative officials
__9/18/2013 email with staff of Sen. Durbin
9/27/2013 Outreach to congressional offices
91302013 emall with staff of Sen. Durbin
10/2/2013 Outreach to State Depariment officials
10/3/2013 Outreach to State Depariment officlals
. 10/4/2013 Outreach to State Department officials
10/7/2013 Outreach to congressional offices and State Depariment officials
10/8/2013 Meétings with congressional offices
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10/9/2013 Outreach to Dan Harsha, Office of Rep. Engle

10/16/2013 _emall with staff of Sen, Cardin and Rep. Engle

10/17/2013 Outreach o congressional offices

1018/2013 | Outreach to congresslonal offices and Stale Department offclals _
10/21/2013 Outreach to congressional offices and State Depariment officlals _
10/22/2013 Méellng with staff of Sen. Cardin; outreach to conj_resslonal slaff
10/23/2013 Oulreach to congressional offices and State Depariment officials
10/29/2013 Qutreach to etaff of Rep. Engel -

11/4/2013 Outreach to congressional o offices

11/5/2013 emall with 1all with staff of Sen. McC McCain

11/5/2013 Outreach to eoggresslonal offices and State Depariment oﬂlclals
11/9/2013 . Email with staff of Sen. Mﬂn

1111272013 Outreach to staff of Rep. Engle

111122013 Emails and phone calls with Doug Anderson, House Forelgn Affairs Committee
111372013 Qutreach to staff of Rep. Engle

1111412013 emall with staff of Sen. Reid

11/14/2013 Outreach to State Department officials

11/15/2013 emall with staff of Sen. Reld

11/16/2013 Outreach to State Department officials and congressional offices
11118/2013 emall with staff of Sens. Reid and Durbin

11/18/2013 Outreach to State Department officials

11/19/2013 | Outreach to congressional offices

14/20/2013 emall with staff of Sen. Reid; outreach to congressional offices

114/21/2013 . Outreach to congressional offices

11/22/2013 Outreach to congressional offices
_12/3/2013 Outreach to congressional offices
12/4/2013 Meeting requests with congressional offices
12/5/2013 | Outreach to congressional offices
12/9/2013 Mesting requests with congressional offices
12/10/2013 | Phone call with staff of Helsinki Commission; Outreach to congressional offices
12/12/2013 emall with staff of Helsinki Commission; Outreach to con ressional offices
12/13/2013 Phons call with staff of Sen. Durbln :
12/13/2013 Meeting with staff of Rep. Kaptur; Outreach to con_g_resslonal offices
12117/2013 | Outreach to congressional offices .
12/18/2013 Meeting and emails with staff of Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Question 14(a)
Date From Whom ) Purpose Amount
9/4/2013 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Fee/Reimbursement $175,857.51

11/1/2013 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Fee/Reimbursement  $195,857.51
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Date

7/13 -12/13
7/13-12/13
7/13 -12/13

Forelgn Princlpal

European Centre for a Modern Ukraine
European Centre for a Modern Ukralne
European Centre for a Modern Ukraine

Purpose Amount
Meals $57.40
Office expenses $10.37

Transportation/Travel $220.55
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING 6/30/2014

/

Question 7

Foreign Prlﬁclpal ’ Date of Termination
European.Centre for a Modern Ukraine 4/30/14

Question 11

The Registrant provided government relations and public relations services within the Unites States and
Europe to promote political and economic cooperation between Ukraine and the West. The Registrant
conducted outreach to congressional and executive branch offices, members of the media,
nongovernmental organizations and think tanks.

Question 12

NOTE: in an effort to disclose its prior representation that ended three years ago, the Registrant
has carefully reviewed its timekeeping records, which show that the firm performed the '
following work for the European Centre for a Modern Ukraine. Whenever possible, the names
and offices of individuals contacted and the means of contact (emall, phone call, meeting) have
been listed, but in many instances those details are not in the firm's timékeeping records.

Date Description of Activitles

1/28/2014 - Outreach to congressional offices

1/20/2014 Outreach to congressional offices

1/30/2014 Outreach to congressional offices

1/31/2014 Outreach to congressional offices

2/3/2014 Meeting request with office of Rep. Kaptur; outreach to congressional offices

2/8/2014 Outreach to congressional offices ' '

4/21/2014 Qutreach to congressional offices
Question 14(a)
Date From Whom . Purpose Amount
3/13/2014 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine fee/Reimbursement $26,891.78
3/25/2014 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Fee/Reimbursement  $136,479.04
4/16/2014 . European Centre for a Modern Ukraine Fee/Reimbursement $4,728.81

4/28/2014 European Centre for a Modern Ukraine fee/Reimbursement $4,739.23
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Question 15(a)

Date Forelgn Principal

1/14-4/14  European Centre for a Modern Ukraine .
1/14-4/14  European Centre-for a Modern Ukraine’

Purpose Amount
Office expenses $4.82
Transportation/Travel $9.06




Exhibit G

- Media Coverage Regarding Mercury and the
| Podesta Group
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AP Sources: Manafort tied to undisclosed foreign lobbying
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AP Sources: Mandfopttietoemeems o
undisclosed foreign lobbying

WASHINGTON (AP) — Donald Trump’s campaign chairman helped
a pro-Russian governing party in Ukraine secretly route at least $2.2
million in payments to two prominent Washington lobbying firms in
2012, and did so in a way that effectively obscured the foreign-
politicél party’s efforts to influence U.S. policy. '

The revelation, provided to The Associated Press by people directly
knowledgeable about the effort, comes at a time when Trump has
faced criticism for his friendly overtures to Russian President -
Vladimir Putin. It also casts new light on the business practices of
campaign chairman Paul Manafort.

Under federal law, U.S. lobbyists must declare publicly if they
represent foreign leaders or their political parties and provide
detailed reports about their actions to the Justice Department. A
violation is a felony and can result in up to five years in prison and a
fine of up to $250,000.

https://apnews.com/c01989a47ee5421593ba1b301ec07813
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AP Sources: Manafort tied to undisclosed foreign lobbying

Trump shook up his campaign orga_.nizafion Wednesday, putting two
new longtime Republican conservative strategists as chief executive
officer and campaign manager. It was unclear what impact the
shakeup would have on Manafort, but he retains his title as campaign
chairman.

Manafort and business associate Rick Gates, another top strategist in
Trump’s campaign, were working in 2012 on behalf of the political
party of Ukraine’s then-president, Viktor Yanukovych.

People with direct knowledge of Gates’ work said that, during the
period when Gates and Manafort were consultants to the Ukraine
president’s political party, Gates was also helping steer the advocacy
work done by a pro-Yanukovych nonprofit that hired a pair of
Washington lobbying firms, Podesta Group Inc. and Me}cury LLC.

The nonprofit, the newly created European Centre for a Modern
Ukraine, was governed by a board that initially included parliament
members from Yanukovych’s party. The nonprofit subsequently paid
at least $2.2 million to the lobbying firms to advocate positions
generally in line with those of Yanukovych’s government.

That lobbying included downplaying the necessity of a congressional
resolution meant to pressure the Ukrainian leader to release an
imprisoned political rival.

The lobbying firms continued the work until shortly after Yanukovych
fled the country in February 2014, during a popular revolt prompted
in part by his government’s crackdown on protesters and close ties to
Russia.

Among those who described Manafort’s and Gates’s relationship with
the nonprofit are current and former employees of the Podesta
Group. Some of them spoke on condition of anonymity because they
were not authorized to reveal details about the work and because
they remain subject to non-disclosure agreements.

Gates told the AP that he and Manafort introduced the lobbying firms
to the European Centre nonprofit and occasionally consulted with
the firms on Ukrainian politics. He called the actions lawful, and said
there was no attempt to circumvent the reporting requirements of
the U.S. Foreign Agents Registration Act.

https://apnews.com/c01989a47ee5421593ba1b301ec07813 : 2/9
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The heads of both lobbying firms told AP they concluded there was
no obligation to disclose their activities to the Justice Department.
Manafort did not directly respond to AP’s requests to discuss the
work, but he was copied on the AP’s questions and Gates said he
spoke to Manafort before providing answers to them.

Political consultants are generally leery of registering under the
foreign agents law, because their reputations can suffer once they are
on record as accepting money to advocate the interests of foreign
governments — especially if those interests conflict with America’s.

The foreign agent law is enforced by a relatively small division within
the counter-espionage section of the Justice Department’s National
Security Division. Its powers are limited because it can’t compel
lobbying firms or others to turn over documents without a judge’s
approval, but investigators routinely monitor news reports for
evidence of cases that raise suspicions about possible violations.

“They read the paper every day,” said Matthew Miller, a former
director of the Justice Department’s public affairs division under
Attorney General Eric Holder. “And if they see things that are
potential FARA violations they send letters to the named parties.”

Clinton’s campaign manager, Robby Mook, did not urge an inquiry
Wednesday, but said voters should scrutinize any links between
Trump’s staff and Russian political interests.

“Trump’s own views and the Republican platform itself have notably
backed Russian views and Russian polices,” Mook said. “It paints a -
very disturbing picture and I think the voters need to pay-a lot of
attention to that.”

[_je intent of using the two lobbying firms was unclear, but. ironicall7
rone of firms Manafort and Gates worked with has strong Democratic /

( The founder and chairman 6f the Podesta Group; Tony Podesta, is the
Cl_)’i"o'iﬁ-e'r'of longtime Democratic strategist John Podesta, who now isf
(c’s‘t?ﬁfmign chairman for Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton. Tha

head of Mercury, Vit WebeT, is an influential Repubhcan, former:
Ccongressman igressman and former special policy adviser to Mitt Romney7

LWelmunced earlier thi§ fonth that he will not support TrumpJ

After being introduced to the lobbying firms, the European nonprofit
paid the Podesta Group $1.13 million between June 2012 and April
2014 to lobby Congress, the White House National Security Council,

https://apnews.com/c01989a47ee5421593ba1b301ec07813
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AP Sources: Manafort tied to undisclosed foreign lobbying

the State Department and other federal agencies, according to U.S.
lobbying records.

The nonprofit also paid $1.07 million over roughly the same period to
Mercury to lobby Congress. Among other issues, Mercury opposed
congressional efforts to pressure Ukraine to release one of
Yanukovych’s political rivals from prison.

One former Podesta employee, speaking on condition of anonymity
because of a non-disclosure agreement, said Gates described the
nonprofit’s'role in an April, 2012 meeting as supplying a source of

money that could not be traced to the Ukrainian politicians who were

paying him and Manafort.

In separate interviews, three current and former Podesta employees
said disagreements broke out within the firm over the arrangement,
which at least one former employee considered obviously illegal.
Podesta, who said the project was vetted by his firm’s counsel, said he
was unaware of any such disagreements.

A legal opinion drafted for the project for Mercury in May 2012, and
obtained by AP, concluded that the European Centre qualified as a
“foreign principal” under the Foreign Agents Registration Act but said
disclosure to the Justice Department was not required. That
determination was based on the nonprofit’s assurances that none of
its activities was directly or indirectly supervised, directed,
controlled, financed or subsidized by Ukraine’s government or any of
the country’s political parties.

The Podesta Group's CEO, Kimberley Fritts, said the two lobbying
firms had coordinated on the legal conclusion that disclosure was not
necessary to the Justice Department.

“If counsel had determined FARA was the way to go, we would have
gladly registered under FARA,” she said in a statement to the AP. She
said the nonprofit provided a signed statement affirming its
independence from Ukraine’s government.

People involved in the lobbying project offered contmaictory
descriptions of how it came about.

Podesta told the AP his firm worked closely with the nonprofit and
with Gates simultaneously. But Podesta said Gates was not working
for Yanukovych’s political party and said Manafort was not involved.

“I was never given any reason to believe Rick was a Party of Regions
consultant,” said John Ward Anderson, a current Podesta employee

https://apnews.com/c01989a47ee5421593ba1b301ec07813 4/9
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who attended the meeting, in a statement provided by his firm. “My
assumption was that he was working for the Centre, as we were.”

Gates, in contrast, told AP he was working with Manafort and that
both he and Manafort were working for Yanukovych’s party.

Pointing to Manafort’s involvement, Weber told AP that Manafort
discussed the project before it began in a conference call with
Podesta and himself.

The director of the European Centre, Ina Kirsch, told the AP her
group never worked with Manafort or Gates and said the group hired
the Washington lobbyists on its own. She said she had met with
Manafort twice but said neither Manafort nor Gates played a role in
its lobbying activities.

The center has declined for years to reveal specific sources of its
funding.

Prosecutions under the Foreign Agents Registration Act are generally
rare, although a former U.S. congressman, Mark Siljander, R-Mich.,
pleaded guilty in July 2010 to illegal lobbying under the law and
obstruction of justice for his work with a charity in Khartoum, Sudan,
that prosecutors said was suspected of funding international
terrorism. Siljander served one year in prison.

Lobbyists in general prefer not to register under the foreign agents
law because jts requirements are so much more demanding, making
their activities more open to public scrutiny. ’

The Justice Department, for example, re(iuires those who register as
lobbyists on behalf of foreign governments or parties to detail the
home addresses of lobbyists and deécriptions of all receipts,
payments, political contributions and details about any lectures,
emails, pamphlets or press releases they create.

Lobbying records filed in the U.S. Senate, in contrast, such as the

ones describing payments to the Podesta Group and Mercury by the

European Centre, are far less detailed.

The Justice Department’s own published guidelines describe foreign
political parties as covered under the law.

Associated Press writers Ted Bridis and Maria Danilova contributed
to this story.

hitps:/lapnews.com/c01989a47ee5421593ba1b301ec07813
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New registration details Manafort's lobbying for group with pro-Russia ties | TheHill

New registration details Mana
lobbying for group with pro-Ru
ties

BY MEGAN R. WILSON - 04/28/17 03:39 PM EDT

340 suares SHARE TwEET pL

® Getty

Paul Manafort attended four lobbying meetings with members of
Congress and Washington organizations while advising a pro-Russia
Ukrainian political party, according to new dlsclosure forms filed to the
Justice Department on Friday:.

The meetings were revealed in an 8.7-page disclosure obtained by The Hill
that was filed by public affairs firm Mercury. Those forms retroactively
register the firm aé_; a foreign agent for work it did years ago.

Vin Weber, a partner at Mercury and former Republican congressman,
brought Manafort to meetings with members of Congress, including one
with former Rep. Jim Kolbe of Arizona, a board member at the
International Republican Institute, in December 2012. He also brought
Manafort to a meeting with Rep. Dana Rohrabacher {R-Calif.) in March
2013.

‘The R filings detail the work Mercury did for the European Cer Centre forZ
Modern Ukraine, a Brussels-based nonprofit, from 2012 to 2014 Manafort
@_ad referred the client to Mercury and another Washington firm, Podesta

@roup The Podesta Group filed its own retroactive foreign lobbying

(disclosures earlier this month.

While the European Céntre for Modern Ukraine's stated goals include
creating closer ties between the West and Ukraine, it has ties to the pro-

htip://thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/business-a-lobbying/331146-new-registration-details-manaforts-lobbying-for-pro 173
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New registration details Manafort's lobbying for group with pro-Russia ties | TheHill

Russia Party of Regions in Ukraine, to which leader Viktor Yanukovych
belonged before protests forced him out of the country.

It was known that Manafort introduced the Centre to K Street, and
provided advice on Ukraine's politics, but the direct lobbying had not
been previously reported. A spokesman for Manafort pushed back against
the revelations

“One meeting with one lawmaker connected to this topic in a two year
period looks like incidental contact to fair-minded Americans,” Jason
Maloni told The Hill in an email. All the meetings, which also included
former senior government officials at non-profits, happened on December
2012 or within March and April 2013.

Manafort, who advised the Party of Regions and Yanukovych for many
years, later became President Trump’s campaign chairman.

It's unclear how much the lobbying firms knew about Manafort’s other
clients.

“At that time, [Manafort] was widely recognized for his significant
experience in Ukrainian politics and we felt his perspective would be
meaningful in those few meetings,” Mercury partner Michael McKeon told
The Hill in an email on Friday.

“That was the extent of his involvement with us,” he said.

The new disclosures are required under a law that was passed to combat
Nazi propaganda during World War il, known as the Foreign Agents
Registration Act (FARA). The disclosure requirements are more stringent
than domestic lobbying forms and include more information, including
details like itemized meetings and phone calls.

Also in the filing is a flyer that the firm distributed, touting reforms to the
voting process in Ukraine to make it more "free, fair and transparent.” For
example, one new rule increased the vote threshold a party is required to
have before they could be admitted to parliament from 3 percentto 5
percent. Another nixed the option to "vote against all" on the ballot.

The new standards, the flyer reads, are in compliance with international
electoral standards.

During the contract with Mercury, Manafort also attended meetings with
Paula Dobriansky, a former State Department official during the Bush
administration, a senior fellow at Harvard’s Bélfer Center for Science and
International Affairs, and Nadia Diuk, a vice president at the National
Endowment for Democracy.

The disclosures also detail all the other contacts Mercury made on behalf
of the Centre, including reaching out to dozens of news outlets and
meeting with government officials, staffers and lawmakers on Capitol Hill,
think tanks and nonprofit organizations.

Manafort never worked for Mercury and had his own firm at the time, DMP
International.

The documents also bring to light details first uncovered by The
Associated Press last August about what Manafort did to influence U.S.
policy toward Ukraine and Russia.

hitp:/ithehill.com/usiness-a-lobbying/business-a-lobbying/331146-new-registration-details-manaforis-lobbying-for-pro
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His relationships with pro-Russia figures and work in the Trump campaign
have been central to the controversy swirling around accusations that t
Russia meddled in the U.S. presidential election in Trump’s favor.

Similar filings by Manafort could be forthcoming, his spokesman told The
Hill earlier this month.

Even before the 2016 elections, Manafort “has been in discussions with
federal authorities about the advisability of registering under FARA for
some of his past political work,” said spokesman Jason Maloni.

“Mr. Manafort received formal guidance recently from the authorities and
he is taking appropriate steps in response to the guidance.”

Violating FARA is considered a felony, though only a handful of

- prosecutions have been pursued since the law's formation. It is
considered a compliance-based statute, so even filling out registration
paperwork late can get firms and individuals out of trouble with the
Justice Department. FARA is more broad than the LDA, and covers
consulting and public relations efforts, in addition to traditional lobbying.

Mercury and the Podesta Group had been registered for the Centre under
the Lobbying Disclosure Act, which dictates domestic lobbying
disclosure. The two firms made a total of $2.2 mllllon during the two years
of work.

Both firms had signed statements from the Centre, saying that it received
no funds or support from a foreign government or party — something
lawyers advised the firms would preclude them from registering under
FARA.

However, following a series of AP reports that included details about how
Manafort and his associate Rick Gates directed strategy while operating
as advisers for the Party of Regions, the firms have decided to register
with the Justice Department retroactively.

Updated at 5:55 p.m.
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nation's capital, the states, and around
the world. This daily news service...

By Kenneth P. Doyle

The Department of justice largely
has turned aside calls for greater
transparency of its advice on
whether U.S. lobbyists for foreign
interests are covered by the Foreign
Agents Registration Act (FARA), an
80-year-old law aimed at letting the
public know about foreign influence
on U.S. politics. '

}

The department recently posted
online brief summaries of three past
-advisory opinions issued under the
foreign agents’ law, a DOJ
spokeswoman told Bloomberg BNA
May 10. The department has
indicated no plans for further action
on the matter despite calls from
watchdog groups and the DOJ's own
inspector general to consider making
all FARA advisory opinions public.

The summarized advisory opinions,
issued to unnamed recipients, point
out the need to register under FARA
for lobbying on behalf of a local
jurisdiction of a foreign government
or a foreign tourist agency. One of
the advisories points out that legal
representation of a foreign
government in a lawsuit doesn't
require FARA registration, unless
lobbying is also involved.

214
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Meanwhile, other, more complex
questions about who must register
under the law have increased. High-
profile advocates, including retired
Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn, President
Donald Trump's former national
security adviser, recently filed
disclosures under FARA revealing
past work for foreign governments
or political parties.

Flynn filed a registration in March
revealing his work last year as a
foreign agént representing the
interests of the government of
Turkey, resulting in payments of
more than $500,000. According to
news reports, Flynn may be under
investigation by the DO for failing to
comply earlier with the foreign
agents law, as well as for possible
contacts with Russia.

Ukraine Advocacy Disclosed
Late Under FARA

Flynn's consulting firm, Flynn Intel
Group, had registered last year
under the Lobbying Disclosure Act

314
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(LDA) regarding its advocacy work
but said at that time that it was
working for a private company based
in the Netherlands, called Inovo BV,
not the Turkish government.

Registration under the LDA can be
used to preclude the requirement to
register under FARA. Lobbyists
frequently opt to register under the
lobbying law, rather than FARA, if
legally permitted, because of the
LDA's less onerous disclosure
requirements.

fn—addition, two major Washington,]
(DC . consulting firms, the Podesta)
cGroup Ifc; and Mercary Public]
cAffairsLLC, filed FARA registrations
(1ast month regarding work they did)
{2012 related to UKFaing: The )
(registrations followed news réports]
[if recent manths that the Ukraine
fadvocacy work was arranged by)
[another former Trump adviser, Paulf
(Manafort, and that the arrangement)
(may have been intended to avoid
(fevealing the-involvernent of @ pro-f
(RUSSia. UKrainian political party,/
{(Which was seeking to improve its]
(image with U5, officials]

(The Podesta Group is headed by]
(Tony_Podesta, a veteran Democratic]
¢(lobbyistwho i the brother of john
(Podesta, Hillary Clinton’s presidential )
(Campaigh manager. The Mercury
Public Affairs Washington office is
headed by former Rep. Vin Weber (R-

4114
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Minn.), a veteran Republican
lobbyist. The two firms reported
being paid more that $1 million each
for their Ukraine-related work.

Grassley Pressed DOJ on
Registrations

Like Flynn's firm, Podesta Group and
Mercury Public Affairs had filed
registrations under the LDA for the
same work they later disclosed
under FARA. The filings under the
lobbying law said the firms were
working for a Brussels-based
nonprofit called the European Centre
for a Modern Ukraine (ECFMU),
which provided assurances. that it
wasn't controlled or funded by a
foreign government or political

party.

Manafort was Trump's.campaign
manager but resigned under a cloud
last summer after the first reports
about his involvement in advocacy
efforts related to Ukraine's former
President Viktor Yanukovych, who
favored close ties with Russia.
Yanukovych was forced out of office

-in 2014 by street protests.

Afterwards, Russia backed an armed
uprising in eastern Ukraine and then
annexed Crimea.

Manafort hasn't registered _
separately as a foreign agent for the
Ukraine-related work, but he was
listed in the new FARA disclosure
documents filed by Mercury Public

514
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Affairs as participating in méetings
along with Weber. The two met in
2012 and 2013 with Rep. Dana
Rohrabacher (R-Calif.), former Rep.
Jim Kolbe (R-Ariz.) and others, the
disclosure said.

THeJusticé Department hasn't said
publicly whether it provided advice
to Flynn, the Podesta Group, or
Mercury regarding their obligations
to register under FARA.

Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Charles Grassley (R-lowa),
who has criticized the DQJ for failing
to aggressively enforce the foreign
agents law, wrote to DOJ last month,
citing the reports about Ukraine-
related advocacy work by Manafort,
his business associate, Rick Gates,
and the two firms, Podesta Group
and Mercury Public Affairs. Grassley
asked the DOJ whether this work was
required to be disclosed under FARA
and whether DOJ's FARA office had
sent letters of inquiry or provided

-advisory opinions on the matter.

‘Constructive Consultation’

A spokesman for Grassley couldn't
be reached for comment about the
DOJ's response to the senator’s
letter, but the FARA registrations by
the Podesta Group and Mercury
Public Affairs were filed shortly after
the letter was sent to'the
department.
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David Marin, a managing principal at
the Podesta Group, told Bloomberg
BNA in a May 10 email that the firm
originally had registered under the
LDA because its client, the European
Centre for a Modern Ukraine,
certified that it was not controlled or
funded by a foreign government or
party. “Years have passed since we
ended our relationship with the
Centre, but information brought to

light in recent months prompted us

to review our original registration
determination,” Marin said. “We
believe the LDA registration was
appropriate for our particular work
on the Centre’s behalf. However, we
also understand after constructive
consultation with FARA Unit staff
that their position, which is-based on
all the information available to them,
is that the overall representation is
now better classified as a FARA
registration.”

The Podesta Group “reclassified its

.previous LDA registration for the

Centre to a FARA registration,” Marin
said. The firm routinely has filed
FARA registrations for other clients
and would not hesitate to so in the
future to “underscore our
commitment to transparency,” he
added.

“We appreciate the FARA Unit staff's

assistance in this matter,” Marin said.

Public Pressure
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Grassley and other DOJ critics have
said for years that FARA disclosure
requirements aren't being
adequately enforced by the DO) and
that the only real pressure to comply
with the law is the public attention
drawn when foreign advotacy is
revealed in news reports.

. The DQJ inspector general’s report

issued last year included 14 specific
recommendations for improving
enforcement of the foreign agents

_law, led by the call to make-FARA

advisory opinions public in order to
help inform advocates when they're
required to register under FARA.

Although that recommendation has
now been closed, according to DOJ,
other inspector general
recommendations still being
considered include a call to develop
a "comprehensive strategy for
enforcement and administration of
FARA."

Another recommendation calls for a
formal assessment of the exemption
from FARA disclosure for those who
register under the LDA. The
inspector general's report said DOJ
had agreed to perform a study of the
LDA waiver and other exemptions
from FARA disclosure and that a
determination of the need for and
viability of possible legislative

changes would be made by June 30.

84



A GO PP P D

11/17/2017 DOJ Deflects Calls for More Foreign Agents Act Transparency | Bloomberg BNA

https://www.bna.com/doj-deflects-calls-n73014450776/

Watchdogs Call for Action
Outside watchdog groups have
made similar calls for FARA

improvements for years, arguing

that both the Justice Department
and Congress could make changes to
provide more information about
foreign influence but haven't.

Written testimony submitted last
month to the - House Appropriations
Committee by representatives of
several nonprofit groups cited
findings by the DOJ's inspector
general that the rate of compliance
with FARA is “unacceptable.”
Disclosure documents routinely are
submitted late and some lobbyists
for foreign interests simply stop their
submission of required
documentation entirely.

The watchdog groups noted that the
inspector g_eneral found that:

e 62 percent of new FARA
registrants from 2013-2015 filed -
their registration documents late;

e 50 percent of registrants failed to
file in a timely manner their
supplemental statements
describing their activities, as
required every six months;

e 61 percent of informational
materials reviewed were not filed
on time; and

e 47 percent did not include the
required disclosure statement
indicating the materials were
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distributed on behalf of a foreign
client.

‘Left in the Dark’

“What these numbers show is that
the system clearly isn’t working,” the
watchdog group said. “As a result,
the public is left in the dark about
how U.S. policies are being
influenced.”

One of those submitting the
testimony, Lydia Dennett at the
nonprofit Project On Government
Oversight, told Bloomberg BNA in a
phone interview that the main '
problem with FARA compliance is
that the DOJ lacks appropriate
enforcement tools, such as the
ability to assess fines, in order to
ensure compliance with the law.

Department officials are faced with
the difficult task of having to file a
criminal case and prove corrupt
intent in order to enforce the law.
Instead, they usually opt for trying to
achieve "voluntary compliance” with
the law, Dennett said.

The DOJ has brought only seven
criminal FARA cases in the last 50

'years, according to the DOJ's

inspector general. The department
also has the ability to seek injunctive
relief to achieve compliance with the
law but hasn't done so since 1991.

Daniel Schuman of the nonprofit
Demand Progress said in a separate
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phone interview that the FARA office,
which is focused on public
disclosure, is a “red-haired stepchild”
in the DOJ's National Security
Division, which is mainly focused.on
secret counter-intelligence and
counterterrorism work and on
dealing with other high-profile
threats to American security.

The FARA office is short of staff and
other resources and hasn't made
simple changes that could be made
to improve the usability of the data
that it does collect, Schuman said,
attributing the problems to
bureaucratic inertia and lack of
sustained interest from Congress.

To contact the reporter on this story:
Kenneth P. Doyle in Washington at

kdoyle@bna.com

To contact the editor responsible for
this story: Paul Hendrie at '
pHendrie@bna.com

G op}right © 2017 The Bureau of
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Reserved.
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DCCC

To: Interested Parties

R Dan Sena, DOOC Executive Director
DT: January 30, 2017

RE House Democrats Playing Offense

House Democrats are starting the 2018 election cyde on offense. Republican incumbents acrossthe country are
damaged after unexpectedly close 2016 contests, dozens find themselves defending seats where Donald Trump is
already deeply unpopular, and together the House Republicans and Trump Administration are pushing a wildly
unpopular agendathat threatenstheir standing from the Rust Beit to the Sun Beit.

The American people have repeatedly organized this month in peaceful marchesto resist the Trump Administration
and the Republican vision for our country, from their plan to repeal the Affordable Care Act withaut a replacement,
to atax-payer funded Mexican border wall and this weekend's dangerous Muslim ban. This widespread backiash will
only grow as Trump and House Republicans continue to ignore thisloud chorus from their congtituents, who so
dearly oppose what this Republican-controlled Washington D.C hasto ofter.

The DOCChas and will continue to harness this organic energy on the ground, through unprecedented grassroots
engagement and digital fundraising, aggressive earned and paid-media accountability, and recruitingin a smart,
expanded battlefield that takes lessons from the previous election.

REPUBLICANSON DEFENSE
History lsn't On TEeir Sde:-

@ Snoe 1900, there are only three examples of tBe prefident 'BpartBgaining featBin tBe firlt midterm2002
(George W. Bush), 1934 (Franklin D. Poosevelt) and 1902 (Teddy Roosevelt).

0 Inmodern history- since 1982- the president’s party Baslost an average 28 seatsin the first midterm
election, even acoounting for Republican gainsin 2002 under President Bush.

President Trump's Historic Unpopularity:

B Inall midtermsover last 23 years, the sitting presdent has needed a net-positive job approval in the
double-digits in order to stave off losses.
8 Accordingto a new Quinnipiac University Poll conducted over Donald Trump'Ofirit five dafflaflPrelldent
. only 36%0f votersapprove of hisjob performance.
0 Trump hasreached majority disapproval (Gallup Roll) in a record-shattering 8 days.

Deeply Unpopular Agenda;
B Onpolicy, House Republicans are taking the wrong lessons from 2016 kowtowing to Trump’s most divisive
policies like his border wall, while opposing him on popular plansto preserve Medicare or action on trade.
@ The Republican planto repeal the Affordable Care Act isdeeply unpopular, and will continue to create
political backlash acrossthe country.
B Republican attacks on Medicare, Social Security and Planned Parenthood, and effortsto gut ethics and
transparency safeguards will have repercussions at the ballot box.

DEMOCRATSON OFFENSE

' BREAKING NBWS:- The DOCCadded 635,000 new grassroots supporters since January 1% - a 20 percent growth of

the Committee’sentire list in one month. Aimost half of these new supportersjoined during the weekend of Donald
Trump'Blinauguration and the Women'EMarcil
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The DOOChasraised approximately $3.2 million from grassroots supportersin January, with an average gift of $17.
These are te Committee’Bmof successful January digital fundraising numbers

The Battiefield:

In 2018, the DOOCwill build on the innovative strategies and battle-tested tacticsthat allowed House Democratsto
defy historical trends and gain six seats while protecting nearly every incumbent, despite Republicanswinning the
White House in 2016.

The DOCCwill initially focus on an expanded battlefield that indudes but isnot limited to:

O 23seatsthat Houss Republicans hold, that Hillary Qinton won
o Ofthose seats, Republicanshold 7 that President Obama never won - indicating a potential Trump-
driven problem for these Republicans
1 10seatsthat House Republicans won and Hillary Qinton narrowly lost (by 4 pointsor less) '
B8 Open seatsthat we antidpate to ocour with regularity thiscyde, as House Republicanstake Administration
positions, run for other offices, or retire altogether.

AZ-02-Martha McSally
CA-10 - Bff Denham
CA-21 - David Valadao
CA-25 - Seve Knight
CA39=Ej Royce’

CA-45 - Mimi Walters
CA48= Dana Rohrabacher,
CA-49-Darrell Issa
Q003 - Soott Tipton
0006 —~ Mike Ooffman
A-18-Brian Mast

A.-25 - Mario Diaz-Balart
A-26-CarlosQurbelo
RA.-27 —llleana Ros-Lehtinen
GA-06 - Tom Price

|A-01 —Fod Blum

I1A-03 — David Young

IL-06 — Peter Foskam

IL-13 - Fodney Davis

IL-14 — Randy Hultgren
KS02 —Lynn Jenkins

KS03 —Kevin Yoder

KY-06 — Andy Barr
MEQ02—Bruce Roliquin
MI-07 - Tim Walberg
MI-08 - Mike Bishop

MI-11 —Dave Trott

OO oOoOoOOoooOoODOoODoODoDooDo OO oo ooooon

MN-02—-Jason lewis = _
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(DOOC Tardets- Rotnd One?
AL:02 - Martha Roby MN-03 - Erik Paulsen
ARO2 - French Hil NC08 - Hichard Hudson

NC09 - Pobert Rttenger
NC13-—~Ted Budd

NE02 - Don Bacon

NJ02 - Frank LoBiondo
NJO03 - Tom MacArthur
NJ}07 - Leonard Lance

NJ11 - Rodney Frelinghuysen
NY-01 - Lee Zeldin

NY-11 - Dan Donovan
NY-19-Dbhn Faso

NY-22 - Qaudia Tenney
NY-24 —-.bhn Katko

NY-27 - Qris Qollins
OFr01T=Seve Chabof)

OH-07 - Bob Gibbs

PA-06 - Ryan Qogtello

PA-07 — Pat Meehan

PA-08 — Brian Ftzpatrick
PA-16 — Lioyd Smucker.

TX07 —bhn Quiberson T
TX23 - Will Hurd

TX-32 —Fete Sessions

VA-02 - Sott Taylor

VA-10 —Barbara Comstock
WA-03 - Jaime Herrera Beutler
WA-08 - David Reichert
WV-02 - Alex Mooney
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